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Holiday Party:  The December meeting was held at the home of Chuck and Casey Pierce.  Members and guests 
(27 total) arrived in a festive holiday spirit and enjoyed appetizers and beverage.  Jon Fults provided pre-dinner 
entertainment with his clarinet virtuosity (my subjectivity), which resulted in spontaneous caroling (yet another 
hidden talent displayed by Jon).  Dinner was served. This was followed by an ugly ornament exchange.  Jon Fults 
then conducted the retiring of the 2014 officers and the Installation of Officers for 2015. Dessert was served, followed by 
Santa leaving a few prizes for all in attendance. Meeting adjourned sometime later. – C.Pierce (Photos by Fred Dexling) 

  

   

Personal Note - Casey and I have thoroughly enjoyed hosting the December Christmas Party for the past several years.    
We both feel blessed to be associated with such a fine group.  Thank you all for your help, encouragement and friendship.
 Happy New Year – Chuck Pierce 
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The Delvers Gem and Mineral Society Officers 
 President – Nancy Bird 
 1st VP (programs)– Marylou Wencloff 
 2nd VP (field trips) – Andrew Hoekstra 
 3rd Vice President – Charles Walker 
 Secretary – Chuck Pierce 
 Treasurer – Doreen Wong 
Directors – Lois Jean Fults, Dale Harwood,  
 Guynell  Miller &  Josef Nazaroff 
Appointed Positions 
 CFMS Director – Nancy Bird 
 Show Chairman – Dale Harwood 
 Newsletter Editors – Jon Fults & Andrew Hoekstra 

 
 

DECEMBER BOARD MINUTES - by Chuck Pierce 

    No board meeting was held in December.  There 
will be a joint board meeting at the home of Robert 
and Edith Winkelpleck on Jan. 6, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
This is a must attend board meeting for all past 
(2014) and new 2015 officers.  We have a full agenda. 

 

FEDERATION REPORT - by Nancy Bird 

    The California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(from now here on it will be the CFMS) meets twice a 
year, once at the yearly CFMS show, and then in 
November in Visalia. I am not only your Fed. Director, 
but I’m also in charge of ROTY-the Rockhound of the 
Year. This year was my best ever with more clubs 
sending in nominations for adults and juniors than 
ever before. I’ve had about 20 just in the last few 
months.  I’ve asked Linda Dougherty to be my 
assistant as I probably won’t be going to the show in 
Lodi in June, and she and Marty will. 

    Dale Harwood was our adult ROTY nominee for 
this year and his write up appears in the December 
issue of the CFMS newsletter. If you have a computer, 
go to cfmsinc.org.  James Donahue was our junior. 
Congratulations to both.  Due to a miss communication, 
the pins won’t be ready for a few months.  

    There is also a lot of good information in the CFMS 
newsletter every month. 

    The CFMS is hosting the show and is looking for 
Demonstrators and Demo-Dealers. Please contact 
Cheri George at lizardwoman3@yahoo.com or her 
phone # upon request.  And display cases are always 
welcomed.   

    We have a new CFMS President, Tom Burchard, 
and the President now of the AFMS is our own 
Marion Roberts!   Congratulations to them! 

Regular Meeting of the 
 Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

January 9th, 2015 
7:30 PM 

Holy Redeemer Church 
14515 Blaine Ave. 

Bellflower, CA 90606 
 

Program: Anie Piliguian demonstrating JoolTool, 
grinding and polishing of gemstones, polishing silver, 
sharpening of drill bits, and more. Anie is the inventor, 
President and CEO of JoolTool. A master jeweler at an 

early age, she built a trusted reputation in various 
industries. Anie holds multiple patents for her award-

winning products. She is regularly featured on television. 

 

Board Meeting Tuesday January 6th @ 7:00 PM 
At the Winkleplecks, 7204 Hannon St., Downey 

 

Delvers Dues are now Due!                                           

Please send your dues (unless paid in person) to: 

Doreen Wong, 10050 Mattock, Downey, CA 90240-3529                      

only $7.50 single or $15 couple 

 

TAPS FROM THE GAVEL 

    I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and 
that you were able to spend it with family and 
friends. 

    Are you going to Quartzsite or Tucson?  I’ll be in 
Quartzsite the 2nd & 3rd of Jan. and maybe later for 
the QIA. I know a lot of members will be going early 
to Desert Gardens. 

    I’m looking forward to this year with the Delvers. 
It will be exciting having a show again. Please offer 
to help our show chair Dale Harwood-it is a big 
responsibility putting on a show. And start thinking 
about putting in a case-we need to show off our hobby! 

    I need some people to step forward and fill in 
some of our gaps-sunshine, librarian, and publicity.  
If you would like to help your club this year, please let 
me know. 

    I’m finally going to “do” some lapidary at my 
home. I got a grinder and will soon have a used Pixie 
(cabbing machine). Now all I need is a trim saw. I’ve 
got a new business in the works-“NancyRocks,” 
where I will be selling on eBay and maybe Facebook. 
This will be exciting.  

    Rock On, 
    Nancy Bird 
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Delvers members show their support at the recent Gem Show in Barstow 

  
Agate: Calico Mountains, Barstow, CA (above)   &  Slag: Waste to Riches (below)

 

 
Linda and I have been displaying our lapidary craft at the Mojave Desert Gem and Mineral Society in 
Barstow show for 7 years, representing the Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society, displaying a club 
case with pieces from some of the members just as we had done for the Delvers at their show for 
several years. After we left the Long Beach club and joined the Delvers we have continued to display 
at the Barstow Show representing the Delvers. By the way, we have moved to Northern Arizona over 
a year ago and continue to have contacts with some California clubs and the California Federation 
as I am on the Financial Committee, and we will renew our membership with the Delvers for 2015, 
they are a great bunch of people, the friendliest club we have met and we want to be a part of that. 

Best regards, Marty and Linda Dougherty 
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Bench Tips by Brad Smith  -  SILVER DISCOLORATION  

    Working with jewelry involves an ever increasing number of skills. Chemistry is one of them that comes into play when dealing 

with a discoloration on the metal caused by a chemical reaction between it and the environment.  

    In the case of Sterling silver there are three discolorations we typically encounter: a tarnish, a firescale, and a firestain.  Each is 

different in its cause, in its cure and in its prevention. All three have to do with the metals in the Sterling alloy (92.5% silver and 

7.5% copper) and how they react with oxygen and the heat of soldering or with pollutants in the air over the long term. 

    Tarnish is a grayish coating that builds up slowly on the surface as a result of a reaction of the silver with sulfur-based 

compounds in the air. Typically these are pollutants from the burning of petroleum fuels, but they can come from other sources as 

well. I once tarnished all the silver in my display case by putting a pretty specimen of iron pyrite in with the jewelry. Turns out pyrite 

has sulfur in it! Sulfur combines with the silver to form a grayish silver sulfide film on the surface. 

    Preventing tarnish involves keeping sulfur away from the metal.  Plastic bags will help, and anti-tarnish strips are available from 

jewelry supply companies to pack near your items.  Tarnish is easily removed by hand polishing with a jeweler's cloth or with one 

of the products sold for cleaning the good silverware for holiday dinner. 

    Another way is to remove it chemically. Put a piece of aluminum in the bottom of a dish large enough to contain your piece.  

Heat enough water to cover the silver. Mix in 2 tablespoons of sodium carbonate per cup of water and pour into the dish. Be sure 

the silver touches the aluminum.  Sodium carbonate is the main ingredient in washing soda.  Read the labels in grocery and 

hardware stores.  

    The second type of tarnish is called firescale. It is the dark gray to charcoal colored film that forms on Sterling or other copper 

alloy like copper or bronze when we heat it with a torch.  The copper in the alloy reacts with oxygen in the air to form a dark cupric 

oxide coating on the surface.  Luckily, the oxide is easily removed by dissolving it in a mild acid - generally called a pickle. It's 

important that we not let firescale form on a solder joint because it will block the flow solder over the joint. 

    Prevention can be done two ways.  Most common is to use a flux, a borax-based solution applied to the metal before soldering. 

When melted, borax forms a thin glassy layer that keeps oxygen away from the metal.  A second way is to do your soldering on a 

charcoal block.  Together with the flame, charcoal greatly reduces the amount of oxygen in the area being soldered. In either case 

oxygen is prevented from reaching the metal, so no cupric oxide firescale is formed. 

    A second oxide can also be formed when soldering copper or a high copper content alloy like bronze or brass. It's called 

cuprous oxide and is reddish in color. That's why a black looking piece you put in the pickle sometimes comes out red.  Problem is 

that while the black cupric oxide is dissolved by a pickle, the red cuprous oxide is not. The discoloration can be sanded or polished 

off, but an easier way is to use a "super pickle". This is a mixture of fresh pickle with a healthy shot of hydrogen peroxide from the 

local store.  

    I've saved the worst form of discoloration, firestain, for last.  Think of firescale (above) as like getting dirt on your shirt that you 

have to wash off. Firestain is like getting ink on it. The discoloration is not just on the surface; it seeps down and stains the material. 

Firestain happens when we heat a piece of silver too hot, too long, and/or too many times. 

    Firestain occurs when the oxides start to build up below the surface of the metal. You generally don't notice it until after polishing. 

It appears as a darker area of the surface and is easy to spot when viewed under light bounced off a piece of white paper. 

Because firestain is below the surface, there's no easy bench tip solution. Depletion guilding may work for some pieces.  

Otherwise, removing it calls for sandpaper and aggressive polishing.   

    A much better approach for a piece that will require a large number of solderings is to protect the metal from developing firestain 

by applying liberal coats of a firecoat.  Regular soldering flux will provide some protection but will not be as effective as 

preparations made specifically for the task. 

Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon 

  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
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Field Trip: Quartzite                              

Traditionally our January destination is Quartzsite. 

Club members are likely to visit Quartzsite anytime 

during January and February, some of them more 

than once. Besides the shows, there will be collecting 

trips led by Chris Kyte of Pasadena Lapidary (Jan 24/25- 

meet 1/24, 8:30 am AZ time, at the Carl’s Jr at west end of Main St ) 

and by the Quartzite Roadrunners G&M Club (list of 

outings at Club booth near the large central building at QIA show).        

Delvers are encouraged to camp together at Scaddan 

Wash east of town (map on Pg.6), from Jan 21st 25th. 

Other clubs have field trips: to Agate Valley (Jan. 24), 

and to Santa Barbara County for fossil whale bone 

(certain afternoons in January have very low tides, 

among the best of the year for any beachcombing).               

Ask me for more information about these other trips.                               

– Andrew Hoekstra (delvings@yahoo.com) 

  
The Panoche Hills 

-by Andrew Hoekstra 

Central Coast rockhounds are collecting fine cutting 

material near Interstate 5 at Little Panoche Rd., <4 hrs 

from Los Angeles (south of Los Banos). Alluvial float 

(supplemented with rocks discarded from farms and 

ranches) is collected along Little Panoche Creek at 

sites named Area 54 and The Big Pile. There is agate, 

jade, jasper (incl. poppy), chocolate magnesite, and a 

lawsonite called “Blue G”. The collecting areas can be 

reached by most street vehicles (and you can camp at 

the collecting site, or fancier facilities nearby). Field 

trips to this area are being led by Kris Rowe, and you 

can find more information at Rockhound Fieldtrip 

Fanatics! , including maps.                                        

West of these rock collecting sites, the Panoche Hills 

are sedimentary rocks from a Cretaceous sea. Fossils 

here include plesiosaurs and other marine reptiles 

dating from the time of dinosaurs. You can’t collect 

vertebrate fossils on BLM land, but there are fossil 

shells, petrified wood and selenite to be found.    

These hills are closed to motor vehicles much of the 

year for fire prevention, so winter is the best time to 

visit (but beware of slick unpaved roads after rain).  

I would appreciate your feedback about this initial attempt 

at reformatting our newsletter – delvings@yahoo.com 

Popular rock collecting areas threatened 

    -by Andrew Hoekstra 

The deserts of California seem vast and empty. But 

much of the land is off-limits in military reservations. 

Rock collecting is prohibited in the National Parks, 

Monuments and Recreation areas. Wilderness areas 

reduce access even if collecting is allowed. And more 

land is being reserved for alternative energy projects. 

A new San Gabriel Mountains National Monument 

was declared in October by President Obama. Within 

a national monument all collecting (of rocks, fossils, 

plants, insects, etc.) is prohibited. There are ways to 

protect the land and still allow hobby collecting, but 

congress was not allowed to decide. Senator Dianne 

Feinstein is proposing two new national monuments 

and additional protection for other areas. She says,    

if congress does not pass her bill, she will ask the 

president to declare the new monuments unilaterally. 

The proposed Mojave Trails Monument appears to 

include popular rock and fossil collecting areas (map) 

where all collecting would then be forbidden. 

Another area under study is the Rim of the Valley 

Corridor, meant to link the Santa Monica Mountains 

National Recreation Area with the new San Gabriel 

Mountains Monument. The proposals include land 

surrounding the San Fernando, Simi, La Crescenta, 

Santa Clarita and Conejo Valleys, and threaten access 

to popular collecting areas for agate, minerals, fossils 

and petrified wood. 

There are many rock clubs in Southern California 

with many members, but our interests are being 

ignored. Perhaps we need to speak louder. Hobby 

collecting need not be harmful and is educational. 

There are rules for hobby collecting (and such rules 

are necessary). As rockhounds we need to follow the 

rules, clean up after ourselves and demonstrate that we 

are good stewards of the land. As individuals, and as 

clubs, we need to consider what we can do to promote 

our viewpoint.  

A good source of information on pending legislation 

is the American Land Access Association website. 

This organization was founded at the suggestion of 

the AFMS, to represent your interests in preserving 

access to public lands, and is worthy of your support. 

http://rockhound-field-trips.ning.com/
http://rockhound-field-trips.ning.com/
https://mapsengine.google.com/map/viewer?mid=zCdmE5btVtxA.kX9I6tpQQWoY
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/hollister/recreation/panoche.print.html
http://amlands.org/6652/112034.html
http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=5ba6393a-ced0-410f-a165-8ed88783dd2d
http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/desert-bill-maps
http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/desert-bill-maps
http://www.wildlandsconservancy.org/conservation_mojave.html
http://www.wildlandsconservancy.org/maps/Mojave_Trails_NM_Proposal_Jan_2010.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/pwro/rimofthevalley/
http://www.nps.gov/pwro/rimofthevalley/
http://www.nps.gov/pwro/rimofthevalley/RIVA.CommentSummary.August.2013.pdf
http://amlands.org/6652/67112.html
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Delvers Gem & Mineral Society 

DELVINGS, c/o  A. Hoekstra 

16643 Chicago Ave. 

Bellflower, CA 90706 
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Quartzite 2015           
                                                                                       
Jan 01 – Feb 28  Desert Gardens Rock & Gem Show 
Jan 02 – Jan 11  Tyson Wells Rock & Gem Show 
Jan 02 – Jan 14  Prospectors’ Panorama 
Jan 05 – Jan 25  The Main Event (to be confirmed) 
Jan 16 – Jan 25  Tyson Wells Sell-A-Rama 
Jan 17 – Jan 25  Big Tent Sports, Vacation & RV Show 
Jan 21 – Jan 25  QIA Pow Wow Gem & Mineral Show 
Jan 30 – Feb 08  Tyson Wells Arts & Craft Fair 
Feb 13 – Feb 15  Quartzite Gold Show                                                                                
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


