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Garnets: collected & photographed by Jack Peters 

 At the January club meeting, our guest Jack Peters 
 (a member of the Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society) 
 displayed a variety of material he has collected, 
 including garnets from the eastern Sierra Nevada. 
 Garnet is the traditional birthstone for January.  

Help Save Our Collecting Sites 

You can help by completing an online survey by Feb. 15. 

The San Diego Gem & Mineral Society has information 

at their webpage and here.  Results of this survey  will 

be compiled and presented to the BLM (the form can 

also be downloaded for e-mail or “snail” mail). You can 

comment directly until Feb. 23rd. Also see the petition. 

Your comments are needed to show that rockhounds 

use these 22.5 million acres that are affected by the 

DRECP (Desert Renewable Environmental Conservation Plan).  

 

Garnet 
Common and widespread gemstones that can be 

very valuable, garnets are actually a group of 

related minerals. “Garnet” derives from granatum, 

or pomegranate, for its resemblance to the seeds. 

Garnets were used over 5100 years ago in ancient 

Egypt. They come in all colors, with blue being 

the most rare. Garnets contain the silicate group, 

but the different minerals contain different metal 

ions (minerals structurally similar but lacking the silicate 

group may be referred to as the “garnet structural group”). 

There are six common garnet minerals: almandite, 

andradite, grossular, pyrope, spessartite and uvarovite.  

Almost all individual garnets are complex or mixed 

in their composition (common garnet is a mixture of 

grossularite, almandite and andradite) and not pure 

examples of a single mineral. Garnet crystals are 

typically a twelve sided dodecahedron. Garnet is 

hard and resists weathering; it is heavy and small 

crystals are often found when panning for gold.  

Continued on Page 4   

http://www.sdmg.org/sdmg-public/resources/blm-resources/
http://www.sdmg.org/articles/201501/storm-clouds-gather-over-Californias-deserts.pdf
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07ea7lf5yli351xuk5/start
http://www.drecp.org/about/contact.html#comments
http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/we-dont-have-to-sacrifice?source=c.em.mt&r_by=1516679
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TAPS FROM THE GAVEL 

Were any of you Rockhounds able to make it to 
Quartzsite? It’s something to be experienced, at 
least 1 or 2 times in your life, especially since it’s 
so close. Tucson is fabulous, on a grand scale, and 
is also worthwhile (if you bring lots of $).  
   But Quartzite, although closer and smaller, still 
can be over the top. So many rocks! It takes less 
than 4 hrs to get there from my house. If you want 
a room, you will need to reserve (Super 8 in town, or 
places in Ehrenburg, Blythe, or Parker). Of course, 
there are plenty of campgrounds or open BLM land. 
   I’m meeting with Dale Harwood at the Elks to 
sign the contract and to see if we can get a better 
diagram. It will be exciting having a show again. 
BUT WE NEED EVERYONE’S PARTICIPATION. 
Please. We will be having show meetings before 
our regular meeting each month. 
   I went to the Chuck Pierce workshop, as did 
Charles & Helene Walker. We all cut some rocks 
and had great hot dogs and a good time. Chuck is 
going to do this for us as long as there is interest. 
And Chuck is a great teacher! He will be doing 
this every other Saturday. Check with him.  He 
has lots of cabbing machines, saws, and more. 
   I won’t be at the February meeting as my sister is 
coming in from Vermont the day before and plans 
taking me Friday to her timeshare in Palm Springs, 
so we can hike in Joshua Tree N.P.  Mary Lou 
Wencloff, our 1st VP, will run the meeting. 

RockOn - Nancy Bird, President  
 
Board Meeting:  January 6th - by Chuck Pierce 

(Hosted by the Winkelpleck family- Thank You So Much) 
   The Delvers 2015 budget was presented by Doreen 
Wong.  After several minor adjustments, the budget 
was accepted by vote.  The topic of board member 
insurance and the club providing a scholarship was 
briefly discussed and tabled. 
   The organization chart and club calendar for 2015 
were presented and accepted with minor adjustments. 
   Dale Harwood led a discussion on a number of 
issues related to the upcoming September show, and 
it was agreed upon that a show committee meeting 
should be held monthly at 6:00pm prior to the 
monthly board meeting at 6:45 and the general 
meeting at 7:30.  This schedule will begin in February. 
   The 2014 financial books were audited and found 
flawless.  (Thank you Doreen) 

Regular Meeting of the 
 Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

February 13th, 2015 
@ 7:30 PM at the 

Holy Redeemer Church 
14515 Blaine Ave. 

Bellflower, CA 90606 
 

Program: Anie Piliguian demonstrating JoolTool; 
grinding and polishing of gemstones, polishing silver, 
sharpening of drill bits, and more. Anie is the inventor, 

President and CEO of JoolTool. A master jeweler at an early 
age, she built a trusted reputation in various industries.       

Anie holds multiple patents for her award-winning products.   
She is regularly featured on television. 

 
Show Planning Meeting @ 6 PM, before the Board Meeting 

Please attend and learn how you can help with our show. 
We will need everyone’s assistance to put on the show. 

Board Meeting @ 6:45 PM, before the regular meeting 

 
General Meeting:  January 9th – by Chuck Pierce 

   President Nancy Bird opened the meeting at 7:35.  
The treasurer’s report and minutes report received no 
corrections or additions.   
   The Jewel Tool program was unexpectedly delayed 
until February, although MaryLou brought in her 
unit and gave a brief review of its utility. Sounds like an 
interesting Feb. program. Member suggestions for 
future programs were solicited by MaryLou.  Let your 
program desires be known.  
   Debbie Jackson agreed to take over the Sunshine 
chair. Let her know of life changing events. 
   Nancy Bird and Chuck Pierce presented displays of 
their recent Quartzite finds. 
   Andrew Hoekstra announced several upcoming field 
trips, shows and programs in which members are 
encouraged to participate.  A suggestion was made that 
the club join the ALAA. 
   Rockhound of the Year certificates were presented to 
James Donahue and to Dale Harwood.  
Congratulations-well deserved. 
   Following the break time, Dale Harwood conducted a 
Delvers show discussion.  The show committee will 
meet at 6:00 each month prior to the general meeting 
   Seventeen members and two guests (Jack Peters and 
Greg Adler-welcome) were in attendance. 
 

Field Trip:  Feb. 15th – Santa Barbara County Beaches 
To Tajiguas or other beaches to look for fossil whalebone, 
petrified wood, agate, etc.  Car pools will be encouraged. 
Contact Andrew:  delvings@yahoo.com or 562-584-3190 

mailto:delvings@yahoo.com
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ALAA Meeting Report 
 - By Marty and Linda Dougherty  

On Friday evening Jan. 23rd at the Quartzite Alliance 
Church, a standing room only group of more than 300 
Rockhounds, Miners and OHV enthusiasts assembled 
to listen to John McDonald, Field Representative for The 
Bureau of Land Management in Yuma, Arizona, speak 
to the concerns regarding road & route closures in the 
La Posa Travel Management Plan in Arizona, and to 
answer those questions that had been submitted in 
advance and in writing. 
    We were ready to hear his explanation of BLM 
plans to close some routes and limit access to others. 
His comment that the BLM wasn't closing large tracts 
of Public Lands, but that access is still available by 
foot or animal in the wilderness areas, received a lot 
of groans from the audience.  When John said he 
would not be taking questions, a few people walked 
out of the building and others were openly upset. It 
was definitely a contentious evening. 
    After John McDonald provided the BLM's position, 
the Mayor of Quartzsite, Ed Foster, stepped up to the 
microphone and explained the economic effect the 
closures would have on the city, causing the annual 
influx of Snow Birds to look elsewhere for off-road 
Recreation. He said several western states have taken 
or are in the process of taking back the management 
of Federal Public Lands. These states say they can do a 
better job with lands that had once been in state trust 
before the federal government stepped in causing 
economic hardships. The Mayor is going to Phoenix 
to advocate that Arizona join other Western states 
that are petitioning Washington to take back public 
lands, minus the National Parks, Monuments and 
wilderness areas, and manage them at the state level. 
    Next, Harry Baker, the President of CORVA 
(California Off-Road Vehicle Association), spoke 
about the concerns of the off-road group, which has a 
successful track record fighting the government’s 
proposed land use for military training and is getting 

some concessions, such as reduction of acreage taken 
from the Johnson Valley OHV Area.  He commented 
that letters written to the government agency 
involved have made a huge impact: if you don't speak 
up you can't be heard. 
   Steve Hunt, a local gold miner with a commercial 
claim in the La Posa Travel Plan area, told how he has 
been unable to operate his claim for over 3 years due 
to slow permit renewal processing by the BLM. Routes 
to his claim have been closed to all but the claim 
holder, even though he holds a valid claim with the 
government.   
    The La Posa Management Travel Plan in Arizona is 
one of many changes to the western deserts the BLM 
has on the table. Senator Diane Feinstein proposes to 
convert public lands into wilderness areas, making 
our historic collecting sites inaccessible, while giving 
access to the renewable energy consortium. You may 
walk in or learn how to use a pack mule, but the open 
access routes will be a mile or more from the places 
we used to drive to; I mean how far can most of us 
carry 25 pounds of rock? 

 
ALAA - Tom Wells Road - Cleanup 1-25-2015 

On Sunday January 25th, 14 of us rockhounds met at  
Tom Wells Rd in Arizona off the I-10 for the third 
annual roadside cleanup, with the assistance of four 
gentlemen from the BLM.  At 8 AM it's still a bit chilly 
in the desert as the sun is not up yet, We had a short 
meeting on watching out for rattlesnakes, scorpions 
and other things, since it would be warming up to the 
80s. Then the group, trash bags in hand, fanned out 
to scour the area for debris, the cast-offs of people 
passing through and the dry campers that are all over 
the desert in winter. This is also a route out into the 
open desert for off-roading. We spent 2 hours filling 
to capacity a flatbed trailer provided by the BLM. 
Several car tires and metal car parts, along with the 
usual bottles, cans, plastic grocery bags and broken 
glass, were collected. It is amazing all the trash that 
people leave because they are just too lazy to carry it 
out themselves or find a trash can somewhere. 
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Fire Obsidian 

 

   In fire obsidian from Glass Buttes, Oregon, thin 
layers of nanometric crystals of magnetite cause 
interference and rainbow sheen similar to oil on 
water. Iridescence on basalt found at Pisgah 
Crater in Southern California is also caused by 
minute magnetite particles.  
   Rainbow hematite and labradorite feldspar are 
other minerals where iridescence is caused by thin 
film optical interference. 
   The rainbow colors of opals, pearls and abalone 
shell have a different cause – diffraction.    

 

Recommended Reading 

 The Secret Life of Minerals, by Elisabeth Nadin 

The Origin of Color in Fire Obsidian, 
by Chi Ma, James A. Miller and George R. Rossman 

Barbara Smidgel’s Gemology Course - Lesson 6 

“Sheen”, at The Gemology Project 

Desert Institute Field Classes at Joshua Tree Nat. Park 

include a class on rocks and minerals (Feb 27-Mar 1).  

Garnet, Continued from page 1 

Spessartine Garnet from the Little Three Mine 

 

Garnet is found in metamorphic and igneous 
rocks, where it is often associated with quartz, 
calcite, epidote and other minerals. Massive 
garnet, which can resemble a variety of other 
minerals, is mined and crushed to make abrasives 
(sandpaper). Collecting garnet crystals can be as 
easy as picking them from the ground, but more 
often it requires difficult hard-rock mining. 
During a brief visit to Garnet Hill near Ely, NV 
(the Garnet Fields Rockhound Area), I found only 
a few tiny specimens. There are garnets in the 
Mojave near Chambless (#5 on this BLM list: this 
site is also described in Mitchell’s Gem Trails of 
Southern California).  Fine garnets are collected 
near Bishop: The-Vug.com has an article. Search 
online for “garnet & California” and you will find 
mention of collecting at old mine sites, such as at 
Nuevo, and at the Garnet Hill Mine (1, 2) in 
Calaveras County. The Little Three Mine area in 
the Ramona District of San Diego County was the 
source of some of the world’s finest spessartine 
garnets. 

 Recommended Reading 

 All about Garnets by Chris Ralph, at ICMJ.com  

Mindat.org: Garnet, Almandine, Andradite, Grossular, 

Pyrope, Spessartine, Uvarovite, Garnet Structural Group 

Spessartine Garnet from Ramona,San Diego County, 

California, by Brendan M. Laurs and Kimberly Knox 

The Desert Institute sponsors public lectures on many 

subjects at various venues. A lecture on the Geology of 

Gold and Silver is scheduled for May 8th in 29 Palms. 

http://www.webexhibits.org/causesofcolor/15.html
http://www.dissertationtopic.net/doc/1400996
http://www.asu.edu/courses/phs208/patternsbb/PiN/rdg/interfere/interfere.shtml
http://www.asu.edu/courses/phs208/patternsbb/PiN/rdg/interfere/interfere.shtml
http://www.webexhibits.org/causesofcolor/15F.html
http://www.webexhibits.org/causesofcolor/15B.htm
http://www.webexhibits.org/causesofcolor/15B.htm
http://www.webexhibits.org/causesofcolor/15F.html
http://www.its.caltech.edu/~chima/publications/Secret_Lives_of_Minerals.pdf
http://authors.library.caltech.edu/9084/1/MACcm07.pdf
http://authors.library.caltech.edu/9084/1/MACcm07.pdf
http://www.bwsmigel.info/
http://www.bwsmigel.info/lesson6/de.optical.phenomena.html
http://gemologyproject.com/wiki/index.php?title=Sheen
http://gemologyproject.com/wiki/index.php?title=Table_Of_Contents
http://www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/field-classes/
http://www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/field-classes/rocks-and-minerals-of-joshua-tree-national-park/
http://nevada-outback-gems.com/Rockhound/Nevada_garnet_Ely.htm
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/ely_field_office/blm_programs/recreation/rock_collecting.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/needles/rock.html
http://www.amazon.com/Trails-Southern-California-James-Mitchell/dp/188978625X
http://www.amazon.com/Trails-Southern-California-James-Mitchell/dp/188978625X
http://www.the-vug.com/vug/article29.html#.VLqJWbnTldg
http://wheretofindrocks.com/collecting-minerals-from-cross-hill-nuevo-california/
http://www.baymin.org/Field/GarnetHill.html
http://www.mindat.org/loc-12394.html
http://www.roadtripamerica.com/places/little3.htm
http://www.icmj.com/article-printing.php?id=2324&keywords=All_About_Garnets
http://www.mindat.org/min-10272.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-452.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-223.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-1755.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-3321.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-3725.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-4125.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-1651.html
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/winter-2001-spessartine-garnet-california-laurs
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/winter-2001-spessartine-garnet-california-laurs
http://www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/lectures/
http://www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/lectures/old-school-house-lecture-series/
http://www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/lectures/old-school-house-lecture-series/
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Reports from Quartzite 

Guynell’s new “rock love” is Fire obsidian (see Page 4). 
She, Kevin Kessler, and x-Delvers Kim and Jeff Young 
camped together at the Delvers Spot at Scaddan Wash. 

After a quick visit Jan 3rd with Fred, Chuck returned for 
the QIA Pow Wow, the fresh cod at the Quarzite Yacht 
Club, and to shop for some Graveyard Point agate. 

Farther Afield  

Tucson Gem & Mineral Shows through February 15th       
(first timers see A guide to visiting the Tucson shows) 
White Book EZ-Guide covers gems, jewelry & beads 
Black Book EZ-Guide is for rocks, minerals and fossils 

Deming, NM – The Rockhound Roundup Gem & 
Mineral Show, March 12-15, at the Southwest New 
Mexico Fairgrounds (guided field trips offered Mar 12-14) 

The Bead Society of Orange County 
meets on the 4th Saturday of the month, at the Bowers 
Museum in Santa Ana.  In January, Charlene Aspray 
spoke on “Beyond the bead, jewelry personalized with 
lapidary”. February 28th will feature Annette Hernandez. 

  The Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 2015 
Elected Officers 
 President – Nancy Bird 
 1st VP – MaryLou Wencloff 
 2nd VP  – Andrew Hoekstra 
 3rd VP – Charles Walker 
 Secretary – Chuck Pierce 
 Treasurer – Doreen Wong 
Directors – Lois Jean Fults, Dale Harwood,  
 Guynell Miller and Josef Nazaroff 
Appointed Positions 
 Show Chairman – Dale Harwood 
 Federation Director – Nancy Bird 
 Newsletter Editors –Jon Fults and Andrew Hoekstra 
 Programs – MaryLou Wencloff 
 Field Trips – Andrew Hoekstra 
 Refreshments- Charles Walker & the membership 
 Finance – Doreen Wong 
 Sunshine –  Debbie Jackson 
 Membership – Guynell Miller 
 Hostess – Francine Bozarth 
 Publicity – Nancy Bird 
 Display – Nancy Bird 
 Library – Dale Harwood 
 Constitution & Bylaws – Jon Fults 
 History – Joseff Nazaroff 
Auditing Committee – Jon Fults, Chuck Pierce 
 and  Robert Winkelpleck 
Finance Committee – Jon Fults, Robert Winkelpleck 
 and Doreen Wong 

Shopping at a show? Beware of fakes! 

Fake and misrepresented minerals, fossils and lapidary 

rough rock are a growing concern. If it seems too good 

to be true, it probably is not real. To learn about mineral 

fakes look here and here, here and here; and for fossil 

fakes here, here, here and here.  An interesting article 

on the fossil trade in Morocco can be found here. 

Beautiful Sea Glass 

The Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society’s January Rockbag    
has a nice article by Brett Bednorz on Sea Glass (pg.7).  
Jewelry can be made by wire wrapping the sea glass. 
To learn more, visit the The Sea Glass Journal website. 
There is Sea Glass Festival in Cayucos this March 14-15 
 

Bench Tips by Brad Smith 

TESTING FOR SILVER  
   With the price of silver as high as it is, jewelry people 
need to keep their scrap metals sorted.  Part of that 
process is identifying some of those unknown "silvery" 
pieces in the bottom of the toolbox. 
   Silver testing solutions can be used to distinguish high 
silver content alloys like Fine (.999), Sterling (.925) and 
Coin (.900) from alloys that have the same appearance 
but no silver content, like German Silver or Nickel. 
   I purchased a half-ounce bottle of JSP Silver Testing 
Solution #GT41 for $3.  With a fresh solution you have an 
instant reaction after applying it to the metal being tested. 
Procedure is simple - as you apply a small drop, look for a 
color change. Note that the acid will leave a slight mark, 
so choose a spot that is out of the way or will be easy to 
polish. 
   If you suspect the object is silver plated, you should file 
a little notch somewhere inconspicuous to expose what 
metal is below the surface. Otherwise, all you test will be 
the surface plating. 
   Here's the reaction I get when testing various materials: 
       Fine silver                       Red/Orange 
       Sterling silver                  Brick Red 
       80% silver 20% copper   Dark red changing to gray 
       Brass                              Yellow changing to blue 
       Nickel                             Gray-green 
       Copper                           Yellow changing to blue 
       Steel                               Black 
       Stainless Steel               No color change 
Caution - If you do any of this testing, know that you are 
handling a reasonably strong acid. The GT41 label says it 
includes nitric acid and potassium dichromate. 
   Wear safety glasses. Do not get any testing solution on 
your skin. Always have a solution of baking soda and 
water handy to neutralize acid. Wash and clean up well 
when you're done. 

Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for 

Jewelry Making" on Amazon 

 

http://www.tucsongemshows.net/coming.html
http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/articles/tucson.htm
http://www.xpopress.com/PDF/XPO-TEZ-White-Book-2015.pdf
http://www.xpopress.com/PDF/XPO-TEZ-Black-Book-2015.pdf
http://www.thedgms.com/RoundUp/2015%20Flyer.pdf
http://www.thedgms.com/RoundUp/2015%20Flyer.pdf
http://www.beadsocietyoc.org/aboutus.html
http://www.beadsocietyoc.org/aboutus.html
http://www.the-vug.com/vug/vugfakes.html
http://www.fakeminerals.com/
http://rockhoundtimes.blogspot.com/2014/01/fake-minerals-and-how-to-identify-them.html
http://trinityminerals.com/tucson2013/Mineralfakes.pptx
http://www.paleodirect.com/fakefossils1.htm
http://www.fossilmuseum.net/collect/fake-trilobites.htm
http://fakefossils.webs.com/
http://www.saharaoverland.com/SO/store/faking_it.asp
http://partners.nytimes.com/library/magazine/home/20001029mag-fossil.html
http://oxnardgem.com/content/newsletter/2015/Jan_2015_Rockbag.pdf
http://www.seaglassjournal.com/
http://www.cayucosseaglass.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
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February 13 – 22: INDIO, CA 
San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society Show 
Riverside Co. Fair & Date Festival 
82-503 Hwy. 111 
Hours: 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. Daily 
Bert Grisham (951) 849-1674, bert67@verizon.net 
 
February 27 – March 8: IMPERIAL, CA 
Imperial Valley Gem & Mineral Society Show 
Imperial Valley Expo, 200 East 2nd Street  
Weekends noon-10pm; Weekdays 4pm-10pm 
John Pyle, Jr. (760) 562-3453, jcwus@sbcglobal.net 
http://www.IVGMS.org 
 
March 7 & 8: VENTURA, CA 
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society Show 
Ventura County Fairgrounds 
10 West Harbor Blvd. 
Hours: Sat. 10-5 & Sun. 10-4 
Krishna Juarez (805) 323-6725, info@VGMS.org 
http://ww.vgms.org 
 

March 7 & 8: ARCADIA, CA 
Monrovia Rockhounds Show 
LA County Arboretum (admission fee) 
301 Baldwin Avenue 
Hours: 9 am – 4:30 pm Daily 
Jo Anna Ritchey(626)359-1624, joannaritchey@gmail.com 
http://ww.moroks.com 

 

March 14 & 15: SAN MARINO, CA 
Pasadena Lapidary Society Show 
San Marino Masonic Center 
3130 Huntington Drive 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 5 
Marcia Goetz (626) 260-7239, joenmar1@verizon.net 
http://www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org 

 

March 13 – 15: STODDARD WELLS  

Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club 38
th

 Annual Tailgate 

Hours: 9 AM - 5 PM daily 

http://www.vvgmc.org/tailgate  

http://www.ivgms.org/
http://ww.vgms.org/
http://ww.moroks.com/
http://www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org/
http://www.vvgmc.org/tailgate

