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Fossil Whale Bone at Tajiguas Beach on the February Field Trip (page 3)  photo by Fred Dexling 

 

Regular Meeting of the 
 Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

March  13th@ 7:30 PM at the 
Holy Redeemer Church 

14515 Blaine Ave. 
Bellflower, CA 90606 

 

Program: Member Show and Tell 
Bring your finds from Quartzite, Tucson or elsewhere 

 
The Show Planning Meeting and board meeting will 

start at 6:30 PM, before the regular meeting 

SHOW REPORT - by Dale Harwood 
   Nancy Bird has (finally) listed our show in "Rock 
and Gem" and the CFMS newsletter, online and paper.  
   We look forward to again being able to "show our 
stuff" to the community, and to do that we need 
everyone's participation-please. If we don't get more 
help putting this on, we won't be able to continue 
having a show. Seriously - step up and volunteer for at 
least a few hours, maybe for both days. We will have 
sign-up sheets for jobs as we get closer. Volunteering 
is easy and lots of fun, believe me. And this is your 
club. And every voice and/or body counts. 
   But for now, come help us plan it at the monthly 
show meeting held at 6:30 before our General Meeting. 
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TAPS FROM THE GAVEL 

   My maternal grandmother went to the Main Event 
show in Tucson! Actually, her name, Edna Johnson 
Wagener, was in a display case by Gail Copus Spann 
on breast cancer. All the minerals were pink and there 
were over a hundred names. Gail and her husband Jim  

 

are relatively new (10 yrs.) collectors, but they have 
gone into it in a large way. Gail brought us along on 
her breast cancer journey last year on Facebook. 

 

   GO TO A SHOW!!! There are 5 shows somewhat 
near us within the next few weeks: March 7 & 8 are 
the Ventura and Monrovia shows, and the weekend 
following is the Stoddard Wells Tailgate, sponsored 
by the Victor Valley club, and the Pasadena show. 
I volunteer at the Monrovia show, at the Arboretum, 
doing the grab bags, and I’ll be selling Sat. & Sun. out 
at the Tailgate. 
   I am thankful to be living here in SoCal even with a 
drought. My sister came out from Vermont where it’s 
4 degrees during the day and -15 or so at night. I had 
fun hiking in Joshua Tree N.P. and twice in Palm 
Canyon with her. Though she said I trudged along, I 
thought going 3 miles every day was pretty darn good 
for me-she’s younger, thinner, and doesn’t have 
breathing problems!  

Rock On, 
Nancy Bird 

 
 

FEDERATION REPORT - by Nancy Bird 
   We need to nominate our Rockhounds of the Year. 
This is also the committee I am chair of, and I'm 
proud to say I've seen a slight increase in the 
numbers. And I got the Junior recognition added 
beginning last year. So, the Board usually comes to a 
general consensus of whom to nominate, but if 
anyone else wants to put forward a name, please do. 

Board Meeting:  February 13th - by Chuck Pierce 
  Show dates have been set for September 26-27, 2015.  
The Downey site will be reviewed for dealer spacing 
and electrical availability prior to the next board/show 
committee meeting.  It was agreed that the show 
committee will be integrated with the board meeting, 
at 6:30 PM, prior to the general meeting. 
  Several adjustments were made to the 2015 Delvers 
calendar.  All paid-up members can now place brief 
“for sale” or “wanted” advertisements in the monthly 
Delvings at no charge (see pg. 3 this month) 

General Meeting:  February 13th – by Chuck Pierce 
  The meeting was called to order by Marylou Wencloff 
in Nancy Birds absence.  Following the flag salute, it 
was reported that our treasurer, Doreen Wong would 
not make it to this meeting as her mother recently 
passed away.  Our kind thoughts and prayers go her 
way in this time of loss.    
  Displays were presented by Dale Harwood-minerals, 
Chuck Pierce-cabs, John and Herminia Donahue-cabs 
and jewelry, and Fred Dexling-cabs. 
  The program was Anie Piliguian and her assistant on 
the use and versatility of the Jooltool.  Several stones 
were ground and polished in the demonstration. This 
appears to be quite a versatile instrument, incorporating 
3M diamond pads as well as a number of available 
attachments. The system can be viewed at jooltool.com 
  The refreshment break was followed by the door 
prizes and meeting ending shortly after 9pm.   

https://www.storehouse.co/stories/t9fxp-gems-and-minerals
http://jooltool.com/
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Field Trips 
March 14 & 15 – Stoddard Wells Tailgate 

http://www.vvgmc.org/tailgate  

 

 March 21 & 22 -  Lavic  Siding area  
 for jasper (pics above), agate, thulite and more 

Click for trip Information, Map, and Video 

Must RSVP to Joe Goetz at (626) 622-9420 

For more info: joenmar1@verizon.net 

FOOTPRINTS: Feb. 15th Field Trip Report 

Thirty-odd participants from six clubs met at Tajiguas 
Beach to search for fossil whale bone and other rocks. 
Delvers present were Debbie Jackson, Charles Walker, 
Cynthia Kuykendall, Chuck and Casey Pierce, Fred 
Dexling, and Andrew Hoekstra. The weather was fine, 
and most of us found fossil whale bone. The petrified 
bone is hard, heavy, “sparkly”, and good for lapidary. 
The bone is replaced by silica (agate); the color varies. 
The fossil bone, and petrified wood sometimes found, 
is about 10 million years old, give or take a few million. 

   

Charles Walker finds a chunk of petrified bone (F.Dexling)   

The Delvers Trading Post 
For Sale: I am selling my silicon carbide grinders, sanders 
and polishing units.  I am asking $100 for the grinders 
(includes one extra 8" 220 wheel), $75 for the sanders 
(dry) and $75 for the polishing unit.  This equipment has 
barely been used.  I only used the polishing unit once and 
seldom used the grinders; mostly used the sander. This 
includes motors for each unit and belts, and diamond 
trueing tool for the grinders.  – Jon Fults, 714-846-7548 

Pitchblende 

 
Among colorful mineral specimens displayed by Dale 
Harwood at our February meeting were two dark and 
very ugly heavy rocks. Dale’s Geiger counter cackled 
wildly when held over these specimens of pitchblende, 
the massive, amorphous form of the mineral uraninite 
(largely UO2 with lead oxides from radioactive decay).  
Pitchblende is black in color, like pitch, and is one of 
the primary ores of uranium. Known for hundreds of 
years, it was regarded as a useless ore of an unknown 
metal before the discovery of uranium. In 1895, Helium, 
known to exist from the sun’s spectrum, was isolated 
from pitchblende, where it is produced by decay of 
alpha particles. Pitchblende is even more radioactive 
than pure uranium itself.  In 1898 Marie and Pierre Curie 
announced the discovery of Radium and Polonium, highly 
radioactive elements they isolated from pitchblende.    
Utah is a well known source of pitchblende. Uranium is 
also found there as the minerals carnotite and vanadinite.  
Some petrified wood and dinosaur bone are radioactive. 
The uranium boom of the early 1950s included Moab’s 
Mi Vida Mine, discovered by Charles Steen. Tailings 
are still being remediated near Moab today. Uranium 
mining in the USA continues, although only a minor 
portion of worldwide uranium production.  Uranium 
ore is milled at the mine sites into yellowcake (mostly 
U3O8), which has very low radioactivity - refining and 
enrichment is required before fuel or weapons use. 
Naturally radioactive materials include granite (is your 
countertops dangerous?). Monazite, a rare earth found 
in sands in Brazil, India and China, is particularly “hot”. 

Radioactive Rocks: Click to Learn More….  

Is it Hot in Here?  

Boltwoodite from…Amboy, California  

Natural Radioactivity in the Geologic Environment 

Oklo, an ancient natural nuclear reactor 

Radioactive Minerals 

Radioactive Minerals (safety precautions) 

Consumer Products Containing Radioactive Materials 

http://www.vvgmc.org/tailgate
http://www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org/files/Lavic_2015.pdf
http://www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org/files/Lavic_Map_2015.pdf
http://www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org/files/Lavic_2014_Photo_MOVIE.wmv
mailto:joenmar1@aol.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uraninite
http://www.aip.org/history/curie/resbr2.htm
http://www.aip.org/history/curie/resbr2.htm
http://historytogo.utah.gov/utah_chapters/utah_today/utahsuraniumboom.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Steen
http://www.moabhappenings.com/Archives/pioneer0307.htm
http://www.world-nuclear.org/info/Nuclear-Fuel-Cycle/Mining-of-Uranium/Uranium-Mining-Overview/
http://www.epa.gov/radiation/tenorm/granite-countertops.html
http://www.epa.gov/radiation/tenorm/granite-countertops.html
http://www.genomenewsnetwork.org/articles/10_02/natural_radio.shtml
https://www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/sites/default/files/radioactivity_hot_in_here_0.pdf
http://www.the-vug.com/vug/article22.html
http://www.cemp.dri.edu/cemp/workshop2009/presentations/Hurley-Radioactivity_Geologic_Environ.pdf
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/ancient-nuclear-reactor/
http://www.galleries.com/minerals/property/radioact.htm
http://www.nps.gov/museum/publications/conserveogram/11-10.pdf
http://hps.org/documents/consumerproducts.pdf
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  A Trip to Capitola City Beach 

By Andrew J. Hoekstra 

This article was first published in a different version 

December 2012 in the Bulletin of the Southern California 

Paleontological Society, Vol. 44 Nos. 11 & 12 

While fossil whale bone can be abundant on beaches in 
Santa Barbara County and is also found in Palos Verdes, 
one of the best places to see fossils at the beach is at 
Capitola, just east of Santa Cruz, California.  

 
   Walking east from the city beach takes you below 
cliffs that expose rocks of the Purisima Formation 
(Pliocene, about 5 million years ago), but you must 
visit during a low tide. In the sandstone cliffs are beds 
of fossil clams and slipper shells, and concretions. 
    At the foot of the cliff, fallen rocks contain many 
fossil shells, and a little searching should reward you 
with nice collectible specimens (digging into the cliff is 
prohibited). 

 
   Lower down on the beach are boulders containing 
bones of whales and other marine mammals. The bones 
have been phosphatized. Visitors photograph certain 
boulders year after year, since collecting these fossils is 
impossible. Fossil sand dollars, crustacean exoskeletons 
and shark teeth are found, besides the many shells. 
Collecting is best after winter storms that wear away 
the cliff to expose new specimens (winter currents 
also often remove sand from the beach). 

 Fossilized whale vertebrae in a beach boulder 

 
   Walking further east will eventually bring you to New 
Brighton State Beach, where collecting is not allowed 
but fossil specimens are on display. Fossils from the 
Purisima Formation can be found along much of the 
Santa Cruz County coastline and also inland. These 
fossils indicate a shallow near shore environment and 
cooler water than that of today.  

 
   A proposed seawall that would have blocked access 
to the fossils was defeated by local voters in 2004.  
   From Highway 1, take the Bay Avenue exit and turn 
toward the ocean. Capitola is a popular beach town 
and parking can be difficult. It is best to park in the 
large public lot between Bay Ave. and Capitola Ave., 
where the metered rate is less and there is no maximum 
time restriction. 

References 
Powell, C. L., II, 1998, The Purisima Formation and related 
rocks (upper Miocene - Pliocene), greater San Francisco 
Bay area, central California.  Review of literature and 
USGS collections  

Boessenecker, R.W. 2011. Comparative taphonomy and 
taphofacies analysis of marine vertebrates of the 
Neogene Purisima Formation, central California.  

http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1998/of98-594/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1998/of98-594/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1998/of98-594/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1998/of98-594/
http://coastalpaleo.blogspot.com/
http://etd.lib.montana.edu/etd/2011/boessenecker/BoesseneckerR0811.pdf
http://etd.lib.montana.edu/etd/2011/boessenecker/BoesseneckerR0811.pdf
http://etd.lib.montana.edu/etd/2011/boessenecker/BoesseneckerR0811.pdf
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Delvers Gem and Mineral Society contact information 
Nancy Bird - president & CFMS:  nancyjbird@verizon.net;  562-697-0636 
Dale Harwood - show chairman:  310-217-0551 
MaryLou Wencloff - programs:  marylou.fc@gmail.com;  714-719-1890 
Andrew Hoekstra  - field trips & editor:  delvings@yahoo.com;  562-584-3190 
Debbi Jackson - sunshine:  dfjackson001@yahoo.com;  562-900-4123 
Charles Walker -refreshments: charlesowalkerjrusmc@verizon.net; 562-714-2974 
Chuck Pierce-secretary/minutes: charliepierce48@hotmail.com;  714-595-3862 
Doreen Wong - treasurer/dues:  doreencpa1@gmail.com;  562-862-7931 
 

 

Going to the Desert?  

Check out the Wildflowers 

Desert USA regularly updates 

their reports, and the Theodor 

Payne Foundation updates each 

week starting in March.

Delvers 2015 Schedule 

March  07-08 show - Monrovia Rockhounds 
  07-08 show - Ventura Gem & Mineral Soc. 

13 Regular Meeting 
  13-15 show - Stoddard Wells Tailgate 
  14-15 show - Pasadena Lapidary Soc. 

21-22 Field Trip - Lavic Siding and nearby for jasper, agate  & thulite 
  28-29 show- South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Soc. 
April  10 Regular Meeting/silent auction 
  18-19 show - Conejo Gem & Mineral Soc. 
  24-26 Field Trip – Kramer Junction & Boron for agate, jasper, opal, etc 
May  01-03 show - North Orange Co. G&M Soc. 

02-03 show - Searchers Gem & Mineral Soc. 
08 Regular Meeting/Mothers’ Day ice-cream social 
15-17 West Coast Gem & Mineral Show (Santa Ana)  
16-17 Field Trip – Primm, NV, for iron minerals & Copper World Mine 

June  12 Regular Meeting/Fathers’ Day potluck 
  12-14 CFMS show (Lodi) 
  20 Field Trip - Pala area mine (TBA), fee dig for tourmaline, etc. 
July  10 Regular Meeting 
  18 Field Trip – Palos Verdes for barite, glaucophane, agate, etc 
August 02 Field Trip - Los Olivos for serpentine & soapstone (Nipomo show Aug. 1&2) 

14 Regular Meeting 
September 11 Regular Meeting/rock bagging 
  19-20  Field Trip – Greenhorn Mtns. For rose quartz 

25         Show set-up at the Downey Elks Lodge 
  26-27 ***Delvers Show*** 
October 09 Regular Meeting/nominations 
  10-11 Field Trip – Trona for show and Searles Lake collecting 
November 07-08 Field Trip – Whittier Claim area for onyx, agate, jasper, etc 

13 Regular Meeting/silent auction/election 
(TBD) Field Trip - Jewel Tunnel wholesale store 
27-29 Field Trip – Owens Valley or Afton Canyon 

December 05 Annual Christmas Dinner 
  12 Field Trip – Salton Sea (geothermal plant & mud volcanoes), Yuha Buttes 

For up-to-date information on multi-club field trips call Joe Goetz at (626)-622-9420, or contact Andrew Hoekstra  

http://www.desertusa.com/wildflo/wildupdates.html
http://theodorepayne.org/education/wildflower-hotline/
http://theodorepayne.org/education/wildflower-hotline/
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Delvers Gem & Mineral Society 

DELVINGS, c/o  A. Hoekstra 

16643 Chicago Ave. 

Bellflower, CA 90706 
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February 27 – March 1: COSTA MESA, CA 
Gem Faire Inc. (wholesale and retail show) 
Orange County Fair and Event Center, 88 Fair Dr 
Hours: Fri. Noon- 6pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm; 
Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11) 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
 
March 7 & 8: VENTURA, CA 
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society Show 
Ventura County Fairgrounds 
10 West Harbor Blvd. 
Hours: Sat. 10-5 & Sun. 10-4 
Krishna Juarez (805) 323-6725, info@VGMS.org 
http://www.vgms.org 
 
March 7 & 8: ARCADIA, CA 
Monrovia Rockhounds Show 
LA County Arboretum (admission fee) 
301 Baldwin Avenue 
Hours: 9 am – 4:30 pm Daily 
Jo Anna Ritchey(626)359-1624, joannaritchey@gmail.com 
http://www.moroks.com 

 

March 14 & 15: SAN MARINO, CA 
Pasadena Lapidary Society Show 
San Marino Masonic Center 
3130 Huntington Drive 
Hours: Sat. 10 – 6; Sun. 10 – 5 
Marcia Goetz (626) 260-7239, joenmar1@verizon.net 
http://www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
 

March 13 – 15: STODDARD WELLS  

Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club 38
th

 Annual Tailgate 

Hours: 9 AM - 5 PM daily 

http://www.vvgmc.org/tailgate  

March 28-29: TORRANCE, CA 
South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Club Show  
Ken Miller Recreation Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd 
Hours: Sat. 10am--5pm; Sun.10am--4 pm.  
Richard at eggerrj87@gmail.com, (310) 291-9855, 

http://palosverdes.com/sblap/sblap_003.htm 

 

http://www.gemfaire.com/
http://www.vgms.org/
http://www.moroks.com/
http://www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org/
http://www.vvgmc.org/tailgate
http://palosverdes.com/sblap/sblap_003.htm

