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Trapiche Emerald cabochon: carbon impurities form a hexagonal star-shaped pattern.  
These are found only in the Boyaca Department of Columbia. The name “trapiche” results 
from a resemblance to the grinding wheel used in this region for processing sugarcane.  

For more on Emeralds, the traditional birthstone for May, and other Beryl, see page 3

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

May 8th @ 7:30 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church 

14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 
 

Program: Selling on E-bay, by Nancy Bird 

 
The Show Planning Meeting and Board Meeting will 

start at 6:30 PM, before the regular meeting 
 

Multi-Club Field Trip 

MAY 9th & 10th: PRIMM, NV: 

Saturday - pyrites and other iron minerals 
and a visit to the Copper World Mine 

Sunday - selenite at Mesquite Dry Lake.  

For more info contact  Jimmy Peterson (714) 904-8573 
or Joe Goetz (626) 260-7239, joenmar1@verizon.net 

Many participants will be staying at hotels: 
Whiskey Pete’s in Primm or at the Gold Strike in Jean. 

mailto:joenmar1@verizon.net
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TAPS FROM THE GAVEL   
   Spring is here and everyone seems to be busy with 
field trips, shows, and gardening with less water. At 
the annual Green Scene at the Fullerton Arboretum 
the 19th of April almost all the vendors had switched 
to either natives or to plants from similar habitats. It 
was great to see what is easily attainable in place of 
tropicals or lawns.  
   I went to Chuck & Casey Pierce’s house for his 
workshop but I was the only one there. Nice for me, 
but some of you others should tap into this jewel we 
have right here in our own club, and that’s Chuck 
with his expertise and ability to teach lapidary. And 
it’s free. Contact Chuck to find out when he’s next 
available: charliepierce48@hotmail.com; 714-595-3862. 
   Our May meeting will be our Ice Cream social. Peter 
Mack volunteered to bring the ice cream, and others 
are needed to bring toppings and maybe cookies. 
   I’m giving a program on EBay sales at our May 
meeting. This will be preliminary report, as I just 
started selling in January and I’m learning new things 
weekly. I took 3 months to get ready before I jumped 
in, and now I have my own store: NancyRocks2015. 
   Hope to see some of you who haven’t attended our 
meetings for a while. We have a great club. Don’t 
forget to come early for the show planning meeting. 

- Nancy Bird, President, nancyjbird@verizon.net  

Federation Report – Nancy Bird 

   I am going to the CFMS Show & Convention (pg. 4) 
in Lodi, the 2nd weekend of June, after all.  I needed 
someone to share driving and hotel expenses so I put 
it on L.A. Rocks and Louisa Carey, Scholarship chair, 
answered. She is a bright, funny, accomplished young 
woman, and we will be having another person also 
sharing the costs, so that’s just great. 
   Chuck Pierce will also be at the show, entering into 
competition with lapidary, and Marylou Wencloff will 
be demonstrating the JoolTool.  Andrew Hoekstra will 
take charge of June’s Delvers meeting, and I’m sure he 
will do as competently as he does everything else.  
   I need 10 rocks from our club for the CFMS show 
silent auction - please bring me some wonderful 
things in May so I can take them up to Lodi.  
   I am interviewing our Rockhounds of the Year this 
week - Chuck Pierce and Mathew Donahue - so I can 
get their names into the June CFMS newsletter and 
for my report.  Besides chairing the Rockhound of the 
Year committee, I’m also on the Museum and Juniors 
committees. I usually help at the shows in the Junior 
area and I restarted our Jr. Rockhound award, but I’ve 
never done anything for Museums: now’s my chance… 

…Two of us are supposed to visit museums having 
CFMS material, to document it: I chose the L. A. C0. 
Museum of Natural History and the Jurupa Mountains 
Discovery Center; this should be fun! 

Board Meeting Minutes:  April 10th - Chuck Pierce 

Dealer contracts are prepared and ready to be sent out 
for our September 2015 show. The $500 deposit has been 
delivered for the Elks Lodge venue which we agreed to 
rent for $2900 for the weekend.  Dealer spaces and rent 
prices were discussed.  Funding of the Cerritos College 
scholarship was discussed, and it was agreed that $100 
will be contributed by the club (see page 4). A table at 
our show may be made available to the college geology 
club.  Andrew Hoekstra will follow up with the college.  
Nancy Bird is collecting profiles for the rockhound of 
the year nomination. 

General Meeting Minutes:  April 10th – Chuck Pierce 
Due to a scheduling conflict, the meeting was moved 
to the church parsonage and was called to order at 
7:45pm.  Charles Walker presented a program on the 
use and utility of a water-fed angle grinder, utilizing 
diamond pads, for contouring and polishing larger 
stones.  This is a relatively new tool that is becoming 
quite popular in the lapidary world: thank you Charles. 
Andrew presented field trip information for April and 
noted four local shows being held the first weekend of 
May. The BLM is still soliciting comments from rock- 
hounds related to collecting areas in CA (see page 4). 
Refreshment time was combined with a silent auction 
which raised $103. Peter Mack will bring ice cream next 
month and all members are encouraged to bring their 
favorite toppings. Twenty members were present.    

 

   The Delvers Gem & Mineral Society nominates 
Chuck Pierce as our adult Rockhound of the Year. 
   He has been an integral member of our club for 30 
years. He’s been President 3 times, held every other 
office numerous times, including Show Chair twice. 
   He goes on long range field trips twice a year and 
attends most local shows. He loves introducing 
lapidary arts to adults and children. 
   He displays at every meeting and usually puts in up 
to 5 cases at our show. Last year, he entered the CFMS 
case competition for the first time (advanced) and 
received a 98 on his cabs and a 95 on jewelry- pretty 
impressive! Now he has the bug and will be going to 
Lodi for the CFMS show this year and probably to the 
AFMS show in Austin, TX in October.  

-    - Nancy Bird, Federation Director 

The Delvings editor: Andrew Hoekstra, delvings@yahoo.com 
The editor is responsible for content without a listed author. 

http://www.ebay.com/usr/nancyrocks2015
http://www.nhm.org/site/
http://www.nhm.org/site/
http://jmdc.org/
http://jmdc.org/
http://cms.cerritos.edu/earth-science/scholar.htm
http://cms.cerritos.edu/earth-science/scholar.htm
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Emeralds 
Emerald is a medium to dark green gemstone variety 
of Beryl where color is from chromium or vanadium. 
Emeralds occur around the world in granitic pegmatites, 
schist, and in Columbia in sedimentary rocks where a 
hydrothermal origin is postulated. Emeralds have long 
been valued and were mined in ancient Egypt and 
long ago in Austria and Pakistan. Today, Columbia 
produces the bulk of highest quality emeralds. From 
Zambia come darker and slightly bluish gemstones.  
Zimbabwe’s Sandawana Mine produces stones with 
intense color. Brazil is a growing source of emeralds 
having variable quality. You may have heard news of 
the 180,000 carat “Bahia Emerald” currently held by 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff, which is at the center 
of a legal battle and a long tale full of twists & turns: 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-03-06/the-
long-strange-saga-of-the-180-000-carat-emerald  

 
The Bahia Emerald: courtesy of LA County Sheriff Dept. 

   Even the most valuable emeralds (which can be far 
more expensive than diamonds) have inclusions and 
fissures.  Most emeralds have been treated with oils or 
polymers. Stones so treated should not be cleaned in 
ultrasonic devices nor washed with soap. Emeralds 
are brittle: the “emerald cut” is gentler when faceting. 
   There is controversy as to whether vanadium beryl is 
“true” emerald. The Chelsea Color Filter allows chromium 
emeralds to be distinguished from vanadium stones. 
   Synthetic emeralds can be produced; or a thin layer 
of emerald may be deposited on colorless beryl. 
   Because of emerald’s value, there are many fakes 
and ways of faking: a green paste may be sandwiched 
between doublets of other minerals; or faceted green 
glass can be coated to seem harder. 
 

 
Rob Lavinsky, irocks.com, through Wikimedia Commons 

Beryl 
The mineral Beryl is beryllium aluminum cyclosilicate. 
Crystals are hexagonal. The largest natural crystal of 
any mineral is a beryl from Madagascar, 18 meters long 
and 3.5 meters in diameter. Pure beryl is colorless, but 
most beryl is colored by impurities. Colorless beryl is 
sometimes called goshenite. Aquamarine is blue beryl, 
yellow beryl is golden beryl or heliodor; these and light 
green (less valuable than emerald) beryl are colored by 
iron. Manganese colors pink & rose beryl (morganite) 
and the rarest deep red beryl. Almost all gem quality red 
beryl is from a single claim at Utah’s Wah Wah Mountains. 
Prices for these red gemstones reach $10,000 per carat.  

Beryllium 
Beryllium is a relatively rare element that is found in 
the minerals Beryl and Chrysoberyl. Traditionally, 
beryllium was produced from beryl, but today 90% is 
produced in Utah from bertrandite ore. Beryllium is 
toxic and a carcinogen, dust causing serious illness. 
The metal is most used in alloys with copper or other 
metals, where it contributes light weight, hardness, 
and a high melting point. It is used to make tools that 
are non-sparking and are not affected by magnetism. 
Another use is “radiation windows” for x-ray tubes.  

Additional Reading 
Brazil’s Emerald Industry, by Andy Lucas 
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/spring-2012-brazil-emerald-lucas 

Emeralds of Columbia, by Peter Keller 
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/summer-1981-colombian-emeralds-keller 

Trapiche Emeralds from…Columbia, by K. Nassau & K A. Jackson 
http://www.minsocam.org/ammin/AM55/AM55_416.pdf 

Emerald Deposits of Muzo, Colombia, by Joseph Pogue 
https://www.palagems.com/emerald_colombia.htm 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-03-06/the-long-strange-saga-of-the-180-000-carat-emerald
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-03-06/the-long-strange-saga-of-the-180-000-carat-emerald
http://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/emerald_cut.aspx
http://www.yourgemologist.com/ChelseaFilter/
http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/articles/bigxls.htm
http://geology.utah.gov/map-pub/survey-notes/glad-you-asked/what-utah-gemstone-is-rarer-than-diamond/
http://geology.utah.gov/map-pub/survey-notes/glad-you-asked/what-utah-gemstone-is-rarer-than-diamond/
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/beryllium/100495.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysoberyl
http://www.mindat.org/loc-23224.html
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/spring-2012-brazil-emerald-lucas
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/summer-1981-colombian-emeralds-keller
http://www.minsocam.org/ammin/AM55/AM55_416.pdf
https://www.palagems.com/emerald_colombia.htm
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2015 CFMS Show - Margaret Kolaczyk, Co-Chair 

(excerpted from the April 2015 CFMS Newsletter, Page 3) 

  The raffle prizes for the show are completed and sale 
of the tickets will begin the end of March. The prizes 
are an Amethyst (60 carats) pendant with a 14K yellow 
gold setting – Value of $1,000, Sugilite Stone (6.5 oz) – 
Value $840 and a Turquoise Nugget (90 grams) – 
Value $720. 
    The cost for the tickets is $5 for one and $20 for five. 
If you would like to sell tickets please contact me and 
I will send the tickets to you… 
    If you have stuff for the Silent Auction, please bring 
it with you… Jim Brace-Thompson still needs stuff  for 
the Junior Activities Booth, so please help him out. 
    I need people to help at the entrance…Other areas 
that need help are the Silent Auction (Bural LaRue), 
Club Central (Bob Rush), Junior Activities (Jim Brace 
Thompson), Setup & Tear Down of display cases 
(Phyllis Kyle), Demonstrators (Cheri George) and PA 
System (John Martin). Please sign up to help in one of 
the areas… 
   For all considering entering a Competitive and/or a 
Non-Competitive display, please fill out your 
applications and send them in. The Calaveras and 
Stockton Societies are loaning their display cases for 
the show. The sooner we know how many display 
cases are needed, the easier it will be to plan the 
layout for the show… 

Donations Needed – Bural LaRue (CFMS newsletter) 

The Endowment Fund is planning to conduct a silent 
auction during the upcoming CFMS show in Lodi. To 
make this a resounding success we need your help. 
   If each Director brings just 10 items for the auction 
we will have the ingredients to make this happen. 
Please bring items you would bid on–rough rock, 
slabs, finished lapidary and jewelry items. I have 
already received donations of things which I will bring 
to Lodi. Because space is limited in my truck, I cannot 
bring large amounts of rough rock. 
   The Reno Gem & Mineral Society donated a 13.5 
carat yellow fluorite stone faceted by one of their 
members. The stone will be on display all weekend at 
the Endowment Fund area. The donor estimates the 
value of this collector stone to be $400. Minimum bid 
will be $100. The highest bidder at the close of the 
show will be the lucky winner. 
 

 The Delvers Gem & Mineral Society Scholarship 

$500 is awarded each spring to a Cerritos College 
geology student chosen by the faculty. Sufficient 
funds remain for future awards. Marty and Linda 
Dougherty recently donated $100, which is being 
matched by our club. We hope to have an award 
winner visit one of our meetings sometime soon.  

BLM/West Mojave (WEMO) Plan Released 

The Draft Amendment Plan for the West Mojave Route Network Project (WMRNP) was released on March 6th, with a 

 90-day comment period now open through June 4, 2015.  
The Plan covers 3 million acres of public lands in San Bernardino, Inyo, Kern, Riverside and Los Angeles counties. Three 
alternative action plans are proposed, with the Preferred Alternative Plan aimed at consolidating camping and staging 
areas for recreational activities in the desert. Road access to collecting areas may be subject to closure or restrictions. 

Input from Rockhounds is needed NOW:  Write a comment letter (email to: cawemopa@blm.gov). 
  

Tell the BLM which roads and camping and staging areas need to stay open. To be effective, comments should list 
specific place names, roads or geographic markers. Cogent comments that stick to facts and cite specifics will be more 
productive for advocating rockhounding interests than general remarks about keeping the whole desert open or criticizing 
the values of other groups. BLM has to weigh competing interests, so it can only help to stress that permitting collecting 
and the way responsible rockhounds go about it is consistent with/not contrary to the ethical standards for preserving the 
natural environment. 

For background information, resources, tips on writing a comment letter and where to submit your comment letter, see: 

http://www.sdmg.org/sdmg-public/resources/blm-resources  

Borrowed from the San Diego Mineral and Gem Society: thanks to Lisbet Thoresen and others! 

Can writing letters make a difference? (excerpted from the May 1994 Delvings, by Jon Fults) 

“The senate easily passed the Desert Protection Act and forwarded it to the house…You may wonder what good  
it did to write all those letters and fight the good fight for 8 years. Well, I’m going to tell you. The Sierra Club via 
Alan Cranston and eventually Senator Feinstein (with the assistance of Senator Boxer) originally mapped out 
over 11 million acres of desert for the legislation…The final land grab was 6.4 million acres. Now, I don’t doubt 
they will come back with new legislation in the future. But, at least for now, we still have some places left to collect…” 

http://www.sdmg.org/sdmg-public/resources/blm-resources
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Delvers members display at the March South Bay Show in Torrance 

 

Handmade Jewelry - Marylou Wencloff (above), Common Local Fossils  - Andrew Hoekstra (below) 
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May 1-3: LA HABRA, CA 

North Orange Co. G&M Society 

La Habra Community Center 

101 W. La Habra Blvd. 

Fri. 4-8; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 

Don Warthen (562) 330-8974 

odwarthen@verizon.net 

http://www.nocgms.com 

 

May 2 & 3: ANAHEIM, CA 

Searchers of Anaheim 

Brookhurst Community Center 

2271 Crescent Avenue 

Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4 

Margaret Hogarth (909) 815-3045 

Hogarth.m@gmail.com 

http://www.searchersrocks.org 

 

May 2 & 3: YUCAIPA, CA 

Yucaipa Valley G&M Society 

Scherer Senior Center 

12202 First Street 

Hours: Sat. 11-7; Sun. 12-4 

Dennis Anderson (951) 845-9195 

Danderson2@dc.rr.com 

www.yvgms.org 

May 2-3: PASO ROBLES, CA 

Santa Lucia Rockhounds 

Paso Robles Event Center/Fairgrounds  

2198 Riverside Ave 

Entry fee: $3/day (children free) 

Michael Judy (805) 238-4469, 

mrhaludy@gmail.com 

http://www.slrockhounds.org/santaluc

iarockhoundshow.html 

 
May 9 & 10: ESCONDIDO, CA 

Palomar Gem & Mineral Club 

California Center for the Arts 

340 N. Escondido Blvd. 

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4 

Gayle Hamilton (760) 743-0809 

gemshow@palomargem.org 

http://www.palomargem.org  

 

May 15-17: SANTA ANA, CA 

West Coast Gem & Mineral Show 

Holiday Inn – Orange Co. Airport 

2726 S. Grand Ave 

 (55 Fry exit for Dyer Rd. to S. Grand Ave) 

 http://www.mzexpos.com 
 

June 6 & 7: GLENDORA, CA 

Glendora Gems 

Goddard Middle School 

859 East Sierra Madre 

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4 

Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638 

Ybidwell2@aol.com 

 

June 12-14: LODI, CA 

CFMS SHOW & CONVENTION 

Grape Festival/Harvest Fair Grounds 

413 East Lockeford Street  

Fri & Sat 10–5; Sun 10–4 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/2015show/20

15Show.html 

 

June 27 & 28: CULVER CITY, CA 

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club 

Veterans Memorial Auditorium 

4117 Overland Blvd. (at Culver Blvd.) 

Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5 

Janice Metz 

janicemtz@yahoo.com 

http://www.culvercityrocks.org 

http://www.nocgms.com/
http://www.searchersrocks.org/
http://www.yvgms.org/
http://www.slrockhounds.org/santaluciarockhoundshow.html
http://www.slrockhounds.org/santaluciarockhoundshow.html
http://www.palomargem.org/
http://www.mzexpos.com/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/2015show/2015Show.html
http://www.cfmsinc.org/2015show/2015Show.html
http://www.culvercityrocks.org/

