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Jewelry made by Herminia Donahue and displayed at our May meeting  

TAPS FROM THE GAVEL 

     MaryLou Wencloff and I will both be off to the CA 
Federation of Mineralogical Society's annual show and 
meeting June 12, 13, & 14 in Lodi. This year the CFMS 
hosts the show themselves and needs some help from 
all of us. It is still not too late to help out - please. The 
CFMS is asking for a couple of things from each club 
for their show in June in Lodi -they would like to have 
10 good pieces for the Endowment Fund Auction and 
10 things for the Silent Auction. They also need things 
for the Junior area prizes, grab bags, etc.: rocks, fossils, 
minerals, lapidary. Please help out. Take donations to 
someone who is going.  You can send me something, 

or bring it over, or, I could meet you close to Beach & 
the 91 or 5 Fwy, either is easy for me. I think I'll donate 
quite a bit, but more would be great. There are quite a 
few of us from the L.A. area and nearby going. I know 
for sure that Monrovia, South Bay, Palos Verdes, Long 
Beach, Downy Delvers, Whittier, Victor Valley, Palmdale, 
Pasadena, Whittier, Anaheim Searchers, and probably 
NOC are going up north. Oh yeah, I'm riding with 
Louisa Carey from Oxnard. Ventura will be there, for 
sure, as Jim-Brace Thompson, who is in charge of the 
Juniors, is from there.  And I know Roger Thompson 
and Judy from the Hi Desert Rockhounds always attend.  

 -Nancy Bird, President (nancyjbird@verizon.net) 
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 General Meeting Minutes- May 8th 

 – by Chuck Pierce  

   The sunshine report followed the Pledge of Allegiance:  William 

Bozarth will be retiring; Marylou Wencloff attended the board 

meeting despite injuries from a painful fall (all are wishing her a 

speedy recovery). 

   Several Displays were presented: Dale Harwood - emeralds and 

smithsonite;  Chuck Pierce - cabochons;  Robert Winkelpleck – 

marble slab with fossils and other stones of special interest; 

Herminia Donahue - recent handcrafted jewelry;  Josef Nazaroff - 

several stones polished with his new JoolTool.  Nancy Bird gave a 

federation report and she will be representing our club at the June 

Show and Convention.  The show report and field trip report was 

followed by Nancy Bird's program “Selling on E-Bay” wherein she 

discussed her online store.  Ice-cream sundays were enjoyed by all 

and the meeting adjourned after the presentation of door prizes.   

Right- Novice lapidary Josef Nazaroff, with work in progress          

  

 

 
Board Meeting Minutes- May 8th 

 – by Chuck Pierce 

   Dealers are being lined up, and now it is 

wait- and-see as to how many tables will be 

required for dealers, displays & demonstrators. 

Demonstrators are needed for our show. 

   Agreed that the June meeting will start at 

7pm with a potluck.  Question asked "Does 

the club have a mailing address? 

 

Left – Cabochons displayed by Chuck Pierce 

 
 

The Delvers Gem & Mineral Society Scholarship 

for 2015 was awarded to Valeria Jaramillo at the Cerritos College’s annual 
Awards for Academic Excellence ceremony - Valeria is a Geology Major with 
a minor in Business Administration who has earned a GPA of 3.8. She is the 
secretary of the Geology club and plans to transfer to Cal State Long Beach. 
 
Past Winners of the Delvers Gem & Mineral Society Scholarship: 
2014 – no recipient 
2013 – Billy Lav, Su No, Manuel Serrano 
2012 – Hilda Barrigan, Nydia Alcala 
2011 – Lee Bures 
2010 – Jeanette Harlow, Elzie Velasco 
 

 

 

Contact the editor, Andrew Hoekstra, at delvings@yahoo.com 
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Smithsonite 

 
From Wikimedia Commons, courtesy of Rob Lavinsky, iRocks.com 

 

At our May meeting, Dale Harwood displayed a large 
 specimen of blue smithsonite from the Kelly Mine in 
Magdalena, New Mexico. Smithsonite is zinc carbonate 
and is white or gray unless colored by trace elements: 
blue/blue-green color is caused by copper, yellow by 
chromium, pink by cobalt, reddish-brown by iron and 
red by manganese. Grape-like clusters having a pearly 
luster are prized, but crystals rarely occur. In the gem 
trade, smithsonite may be called “bonamite”.  
The mineral is named after the English chemist James 
Smithson who invented a technique to distinguish the 
good zinc ore (later named smithsonsite) from bad ore 
(hemimorphite = zinc silicate). A clause in his will left 
money to the United States of America, a place he had 
never visited, for “an establishment for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men.”  When his nephew 
died without heirs, the bulk of the estate was used to 
fund the creation of the Smithsonian Institution.

 
A version of this article appeared in the Long Beach Mineral & Gem 
Society’s newsletter, the Pick & Shovel, in October 2014 

Exploring the Amargosa Valley 
 - by Andrew Hoekstra  

   East of Death Valley and about a half-hour north of Baker, the 

Amargosa Valley offers rockhounding opportunities and sites of 

scenic and historic interest. Its southernmost town is Tecopa, 

known for hot spring resorts. At nearby Zabriskie Station, flecks of 

fiery precious opal are found in hard mudstone/tuff concretions 

dug from high up on the walls of a wash: some local enthusiasts 

showed us where to look.  Sperry Wash, southeast of Tecopa, has 

jasper, agate and petrified wood. On the way there you pass idle 

talc mines (and some stromatolites) before descending into the 

wash, where I found nice petrified “palm”.  A location that I have 

yet to visit is Kingston Mountain, where fine amethyst quartz 

crystals are collected.  There are a number of inactive (private) 

gold and silver mines near Tecopa.  You can camp anywhere on 

the BLM land (you may see some unusual “public art” that visitors 

have left behind, such as a pair of “walking pants” or a “door to 

nowhere”). For a break, visit the China Ranch Date Farm, which 

sells refreshing date shakes and other date goodies: it is located 

within the gorge of the Amargosa River, with access to hiking 

trails, and is a good birding spot (http://www.chinaranch.com/). 

   Just east of Tecopa, fossil trilobites are found right alongside the 

the Spanish Trail Hwy as it crosses the Nopah Range. These early 

Cambrian trilobites are among the oldest fossils that you can find 

anywhere. Split the shale to find plenty of cephalons (heads), but 

complete specimens are uncommon and usually small.  

   North of Tecopa is a marsh (Grimshaw Lake Natural Area) with 

swimming holes and occasional birds. (Cont. next page…) 

 
 

 

http://www.irocks.com/
http://www.mindat.org/loc-3986.html
http://siarchives.si.edu/history/james-smithson
http://siarchives.si.edu/history/james-smithson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tecopa,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonopah_and_Tidewater_Railroad
http://www.mindat.org/loc-209088.html
http://digital-desert.com/death-valley-geology/beck-spring-dolomite.html
http://www.chinaranch.com/
http://www.birdandhike.com/Bird/Outside_LV/Outside_NW/Tecopa/_Tecopa.htm
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(Exploring the Amargosa Valley, continued) 

   The Amargosa River flows southward and usually underground, 

until it makes a U-turn to drain into Death Valley. During the 

Pleistocene Ice Ages, more than 10,000 years ago, this area was 

lush and the Amargosa Valley and Death Valley were lakes.  At 

Shoshone, a museum displays fossil footprints from the area and 

an ice-age mammoth, discovered in the ancient lake sediments. 

Caves west of Shoshone were inhabited in historic times. North of 

Shoshone is the southeastern entrance to Death Valley National 

Park (backcountry roadside camping is allowed within the park 

within specific areas that include the Greenwater Valley, which is 

located between Amargosa Valley and Death Valley).   

   Continuing north along Hwy 127, below Eagle Mountain we 

found nice chalcedony near the road along the banks of the dry 

river. Jasper, agate and common opal may be scattered as float in 

areas; wander around a bit and you may make a discovery.   

   At Death Valley Junction is the dilapidated but charming and 

historic Amargosa Opera House Hotel (http://www.amargosa-

opera-house.com/). Here Marta Becket painted wonderful murals 

on the walls of her own theatre and for decades performed dance 

and pantomime. The hotel is reputed the haunt of ghosts. Wild 

horses and burros sometimes visit, to feed behind the hotel.  

   East of Death Valley Junction is the Ash Meadows National 

Wildlife Refuge, where desert pupfish shelter in springs that gush 

thousands of gallons per minute of crystal clear water. The picnic 

area at the Point of Rocks boardwalk can be a nice spot for sunset 

al fresco dining (http://www.fws.gov/refuge/ash_meadows/). 

From Death Valley Junction, Hwy 190 leads to Furnace Creek and 

the Death Valley National Park visitor center. 

 

Jenna McClintock, a retired ballet dancer, 
is recreating Marta Becket’s performances 

 

    Past Hwy 190, continuing north on CA 127/NV 373 & US 95 toward Beatty, chunks of marble may be found near 

the ruins of the Carrara Quarry. Nearer to Beatty is the ghost town of Rhyolite. There is still gold mining activity 

in this area. From Rhyolite, you can take a scenic, unpaved and tight one-way road through Titus Canyon, past 

petroglyphs and the ghost town of Leadville (not the only one of that name), and exit into northern Death Valley. 

Recommended Reading 

The Amargosa River Natural Area:  http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/amargosa.html 

http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/ca/pdf/bishop/suv.Par.d774ccf9.File.dat/route16.pdf 

   or #16 at Motor Touring the Eastern Sierra:  http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/bishop/suv/routes.html 

Titus Canyon:  http://www.birdandhike.com/Hike/DEVA/Roads_DEVA/TitusCyn_Rd/_TitusCyn_Rd.htm 

A History of Amargosa Valley, Nevada, by Robert D. McCracken. https://nyecountyhistory.com/amargosa/amargosa.pdf 

one rockhound’s experience: http://www.rocks-gemstones.com/agateschalcedonyopal-at-amargosa-borax-
works.html  &   http://www.rocks-gemstones.com/agateschalcedony-south-of-death-valley-junction.html  

Gem Trails of Southern California, by James R. Mitchell. Gem Guides Book Company, 2003 (revised)  

Rockhounding California, by Gail A. Butler, updated by Shep Koss, et al. Falcon Guides, 2012 (revised)  

Rockhounding Nevada, by William A Kappele. Falcon Guides, 2011 (revised) 

http://shoshonevillage.com/
http://www.summitpost.org/eagle-mountain/153757
http://mikecarano.com/Amargosa-Opera-House.html
http://www.amargosa-opera-house.com/
http://www.amargosa-opera-house.com/
http://mikecarano.com/National%20Geographic.html
http://naturalimagesgallery.com/misc/amargosa_opera_house_hotel.html
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/ash_meadows/
http://www.roadtripamerica.com/places/carrara.htm
https://www.rhyolitesite.com/
http://www.nps.gov/deva/planyourvisit/titus-canyon.htm
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/amargosa.html
http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/ca/pdf/bishop/suv.Par.d774ccf9.File.dat/route16.pdf
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/bishop/suv/routes.html
http://www.birdandhike.com/Hike/DEVA/Roads_DEVA/TitusCyn_Rd/_TitusCyn_Rd.htm
https://nyecountyhistory.com/amargosa/amargosa.pdf
http://www.rocks-gemstones.com/agateschalcedonyopal-at-amargosa-borax-works.html
http://www.rocks-gemstones.com/agateschalcedonyopal-at-amargosa-borax-works.html
http://www.rocks-gemstones.com/agateschalcedony-south-of-death-valley-junction.html
http://www.amazon.com/Trails-Southern-California-James-Mitchell/dp/188978625X
http://www.amazon.com/Rockhounding-California-Guide-States-Sites/dp/0762771410
http://www.amazon.com/Rockhounding-Nevada-Guide-States-Series/dp/0762771429/
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Household Products That Can Be Used As Rock Cleaners, by Betsy Martin 

Safety: Always use plastic containers, rubber or nitrile gloves, eye protection, 
good ventilation, and great care when handling these products. 

1. Zud or Barkeeper’s Friend cleansers (contains oxalic acid) - Warm or hot solutions will remove iron stains 
and are helpful with clay deposits. These cleaners can be used with a tooth-brush on sturdy surfaces. 

2. Toilet Cleaner (the hydrochloric acid type) Dissolves calcite rapidly. *** After treating anything with an 
acid, rinse very carefully and soak in ample fresh or distilled water for a while to leach out any acid 
remaining in crystal seams and fractures. You can then follow up with a final soak in dilute Windex to 
neutralize remaining traces of acid. 

3. Lime Away (dilute hydrochloric acid) dissolves calcite more slowly. Rinse as you would for other acid 
treatments (see above). 

4. Calgon—Dissolve this powdered water softener in water. Use for clay removal. 
5. Vinegar (Acetic acid), soda water, colas (carbonic and phosphoric acids) - Will slowly etch out very delicate 

fossils in limestone. Rinse as you would for other acids (see above) 
6. Iron Out (iron stain and clay remover) Mix with warm water and use with good ventilation. It will lose 

strength if stored. Rinse with plain water. 
7. Bleach– Dilute solutions of bleach can remove organic deposits and disinfect minerals collected in areas 

used by livestock. Rinse with plain water. 
8. Hydrogen peroxide– Use to remove manganese stains. Rinse with plain water. 
9. Citric acid- Use to remove manganese stains. Rinse as above for acids. 
10. Windex (with ammonia) A good clay deposit remover and final surface cleanup. Works well in ultrasonic 

cleaners. Rinse with plain water. 

11. Distilled Water– Use to clean sensitive species and as a final soak after acid treatment. 

Removing Thin Coatings: 
1. On moderately hard minerals– use toothpaste (a feldspar abrasive) and a toothbrush. 
2. On hard minerals– use toothbrush with pumice powder and water. 
3. On calcite (including bruised places)- quickly dip in vinegar or Lime Away and rinse thoroughly. Repeat. 

Soak in plain water afterwards to leach any acid from cracks. 

Cleaning Tools: 
Toothpicks, seam ripper, bamboo sticks, sewing needles in a pin vise, old dental tools, old toothbrushes, 
periodontal brushes, canned air, Exacto knife, single edge razor blades, cheap small stiff bristle brushes. 

Via the WGMS Rockhounder 4/15, Breccia 6/07, Franklin County Rockhounder 5/07, Gem Cutters News 4/07, Collecting Bag, 12/06.  

FUNDAMENTALLY NECESSARY…THINGS ANY CLUB MUST HAVE, IN ORDER TO THRIVE 

1) Membership – we need to publicize the club and recruit new members; we should make visitors           

feel welcome, and each meeting must be interesting enough that our visitors will want to return. 

2) Attendance and participation (otherwise, why belong to a club?). 

3) Programs and activities – reasons for members to attend and for visitors to return.  

4) Objectives – what is the club’s purpose? Only with defined goals can plans be made. 

Money is necessary, but not as important as enthusiasm, fellowship, cooperation and teamwork. 

While money may not be critical, the club should still keep to a budget that is close to balanced. 

LOOKING BACK… 

June 1951. Meeting place: Alameda School. Treasury balance: $144.02. Library has two books to loan.  

Memorial Day Field Trip, 1974. 58 members and guests visit Antelope Canyon Ranch in the Tehachapis. 

Memorial Day Field Trip, 1975. 25 members and 21 guests journey to Nevada for the long weekend. 

June 1975. Meeting place: Cerritos College. 69 members & 25 guests attend, program on rock sculpting. 

Memorial Day Field Trip, 1979. 37 members & 17 guests at Boron Dry Lake, 100’ temps followed by rain.  

June 1985. Meeting place: Women’s Club. 47 members & 11 guests in attendance; program on Amethyst.  

June 1994. Meeting place: Holy Redeemer Church. 48 members & 2 guests; program on “Fry Casting”. 
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Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

June 12th @ 7:00 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 14515 Blaine Ave., 

Bellflower, CA 

Father’s Day Potluck, and short program:  
Bisti, De-Na-Zin & Kasha-Katuwe 
Scenes of Geological Wonder and Curiosity 

Members are invited to the Show Planning and Board 

Meeting, at 6:30 PM, before the regular meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multi-Club Field Trip 
June 20th: Himalaya Tourmaline Mine 

 
This is a fee dig (adults $50). Equipment is provided. 
Number of participants limited to first 30 to confirm. 

 You must contact Mark Nelson (909) 996-1784, 
or pasadenalapidary@aol.com, to confirm. 

 

June 6 & 7: GLENDORA, CA 

Glendora Gems 

Goddard Middle School 

859 East Sierra Madre 

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4 

Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638 

Ybidwell2@aol.com 

June 12-14: LODI, CA 

CFMS SHOW & CONVENTION 

Grape Festival/Harvest Fair Grounds 

413 East Lockeford Street  

Fri & Sat 10–5; Sun 10–4 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/2015show/
2015Show.html 

June 27 & 28: CULVER CITY, CA 

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club 

Veterans Memorial Auditorium 

4117 Overland Blvd. (at Culver Blvd.) 

Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5 

Janice Metz, janicemtz@yahoo.com 

http://www.culvercityrocks.org 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/2015show/2015Show.html
http://www.cfmsinc.org/2015show/2015Show.html
http://www.culvercityrocks.org/

