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BARITE ROSE from Oklahoma:  see page 3 

And see the excellent article by David London 
from the Mineralogical Record July/August 2008 

http://www.ogs.ou.edu/pubsscanned/InfSeries/IS13.pdf 

Our special guest, Lothar Vallot, will speak on Gemstones 
at our August 14th Meeting. Mr. Vallot is a professor of 
Gemology at Santiago Canyon College and co-owner of 
Otten, Vallot & Company, a jeweler. Don’t miss this  

opportunity to learn about gems. Attend the meeting 8/14. 

 

From Wikimedia Commons, courtesy of Rob Lavinsky, iRocks.com 

 

http://www.ogs.ou.edu/pubsscanned/InfSeries/IS13.pdf
http://www.irocks.com/
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Taps from the Gavel by Nancy Bird, President 

   There is only a little more time before our 1st Show at our new venue. Are you excited, or are you full 
of trepidations’? We need everyone’s help to make it a success and maybe bring in new members.  Are 
you putting in a display case? At our last show, Helene Walker put in 2, and she was 9 years old!!! Talk 
to Chuck Pierce about this or demonstrations.  
   Set up is Friday, September 25, at 9 A.M. at the Elks Lodge in Downey.  I brought the Donation Award 
tickets at the July meeting, and we are asking every member, if they can, to either purchase or sell $20 
worth of these. Be sure to pick yours up. Also, we need everyone to make a prize donation, either rock 
related, gift certificates, $, or whatever you would like to win, for the drawing. 
   I helped price rocks for an Estate Sale in exchange for some of the stock and I picked up a planter box 
full of what I at first thought was Red Horn Coral; but Adam Dean led me to the correct ID- Agate after 
Barite pseudomorph, from the Yellow Cat District, Utah (ed. - north of Moab): this is really beautiful 
and I had never seen it before. Covered with red crystals! And large. 

 

I put this estate sale on L.A. Rocks for the sellers, and they were amazed by the turnout of rockhounds! 
   Before our next meeting, Dale & I will be vendors at the Orcutt Mineral Society Show in Nipomo, 
Aug. 7, 8, & 9th.  Come see us at the show! 
 

Board Meeting Minutes 
7/10/15 

The board approved buying 
signage (flags) for the show. 
Charles Walker volunteered 
to take charge of signs, and 
will also make some for us. 

Dale reported that inside 
dealer spaces are all taken 
but space remains outside. 

Dale made the reservation 
for table rental. 

More flyers will be printed.   
Guynell will mail f lyers to 
other clubs, and also mail 
postcards to past attendees. 

 

General Meeting Minutes - 7/10/15 

  Seventeen members and no guests present. Jon Fults could not attend 
due to a cold. Chuck Pierce and Fred Dexling were away, resting after 
their long field trip; we hope they will tell us all about it next meeting. 
Show drawing tickets were distributed to the members present (please 
pick-up tickets next month if you were absent - this are one of the ways 
we fund our show). Nancy reported on the CFMS show in Lodi and on 
future CFMS show plans. Dale gave an update on show preparations. 
Dale arranged a full-page ad for our show in the Mineralogical Society 
newsletter (Dale is covering this expense himself). Does the club want 
to have a Saturday night dinner during the show? -  To be discussed in 
August.  
  Dale reported on a new book purchased for our library, about Amphiboles.  
He also displayed some exceptional specimens of fluorite from classic 
English localities. 
  After the break, Marylou Wencloff gave the program, on the Gemology 
curriculum at Santiago Canyon College, which she has completed. 
She displayed some of the equipment and textbooks that were utilized. 

Special thanks to Debbie Jackson for taking notes during the July meeting.
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Show Preparations – We Need Everyone’s Participation: 

 If you want flyers to distribute, notify Guynell , so that they will be ready for you to pick-up at the 
August meeting.  guynellallen@sbcglobal@net, 562-633-0614 

 Please pick-up show drawing tickets at the August meeting, if you did not get yours in July. 

 Are you going to display? Please notify Chuck, Dale or Nancy so that we have a count of the cases.  
Can you loan a display case that you are not using to a fellow club member?  Chuck 714-595-3862 

 Are you will ing to demonstrate?  nancyjbird@verizon.net, 562-697-0636.    Dale 310-217-0551 

 Items for the drawing/ticket awards would be appreciated,  as would lapidary magazines . 

  Volunteers  are  needed on Friday September 25 t h  for  the show set -up,  start ing  at  9  AM. 
Volunteers  are  needed on  both  Saturday and Sunday  at  the show for  a  var ie ty  o f  jobs . 

 And remember that we wil l  need donations for the grab bags at our September meeting . 
 

BARITE ROSES and Desert Sand-Flowers  
“The distinctive sandy-barite crystal clusters found in central 
Oklahoma are known popularly as “rose rocks” because of their 
reddish-brown color and their resemblance to a rose in full 
bloom. The mineral barite (barium sulfate, BaSO4) grows as a 
cluster of divergent blades and gives these rosettes their “petals.” 

 The central Oklahoma rosettes are unique because they grew 
within an ancient red sandstone, incorporating quartz sand 
grains and acquiring the red color of the host rock. Sand and 
barite occur in these concretions in nearly equal proportions; 
thus, they are best known to geologists as “sand-barite rosettes." 
They also are called “barite roses" or “petrified roses.” 

Well-formed specimens… are highly prized by collectors. Rose 
rocks are in greatest concentration in the Permian Garber 
Sandstone in a narrow belt that extends 80 miles through the 
central part of Oklahoma between Pauls Valley and Guthrie. 
The most abundant and well-formed specimens are found in 
an area just east of Norman and Noble.” 

 From: Oklahoma Geological Survey Special Publication 96-5, 1996 

Barite is not the only mineral that forms f lower rosettes: 
Gypsum, Celestine and other evaporative minerals form 
similar sandy crystal clusters, usually in arid conditions. 

 
from Wikimedia Commons courtesy Laura Pena 

Desert Sand-Flower Tower in Tunisia

The American Agate-Jasper Index: If you don’t have these yet, you will want to download them. 
If you don’t have internet access, perhaps I can provide a digital copy on CD, or a paper copy of a specific section-Andrew 

Created from photo submissions by rockhounds, with the goal to aid people with the identification of specimens:
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%201.pdf   -  Utah & Colorado 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%202.pdf   -  Montana & Wyoming 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%203.pdf   -  Northwest 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%204.pdf   -  The Plains 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%205.pdf  -  Texas 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%206.pdf   -  The South 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%207.pdf   -  Arizona 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/agate%20index%20vol%208.pdf   -  Nevada & New Mexico 
dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%209.pdf   -  Oregon 

dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/agate%20index%20vol%2010a%20California.pdf 

dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/agate%20index%20vol%2010b%20california%5B.pdf  

http://www.ogs.ou.edu/pubsscanned/SPs/SP96_5.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%201.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%202.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%203.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%204.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%205.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%206.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%207.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/agate%20index%20vol%208.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/Agate%20Index%20Vol%209.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/agate%20index%20vol%2010a%20California.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/90890703/agate%20index%20vol%2010b%20california%5B.pdf
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(Also known as Teton Jade)

 
 

By Terry Vasseur  

One of the reasons why we go to Quartzsite or Tucson is to find 

something we haven’t seen before. For Craig Polliard and I, this 

year it was a jade neither of us had seen before. 

I remember reading about it in Rock & Gem some years ago:  

the name is said to be a corruption of the French word "biche"* 

which is an enigma; and that French trappers originally named 

the waterway "Anse de Bic", which probably has something 

vulgar to do with the difficultly in climbing in and out of the 

steep sides of the creek bed.                                           

 

The jade is said to be a nephrite that coming out of the creek looks dark green to 

coal black. The rushing river tumbles the jade into cobbles polished smooth. 

Their satin skin reveals their toughness and no beam of light can penetrate it. 

When you cut a quarter inch slice and you are lucky; you may see a gemmy, 

translucent window of blue-green jelly with tiny black and green spots and 

filaments held in suspension. Areas not translucent-gemmy, still take a decent 

polish on their opaque green with mottled black, however those areas seem to be 

a softer indicating a transformation from nephrite to tremolite.  

Twenty five years ago, the mantra to polish jade was chrome oxide on leather with pressure, sometimes dry to elevate the 

heat. Undercutting was often the result. Generally, I would go to Linde A (an aluminum oxide that is uniform in size, 0.03 

microns) to get a polish on a stubborn material. On this jade I find diamond up to 8000 or even 50,000 does the job. 

Quality of jade has always been the fine green color of jadeite, its transparency, and its smooth texture. Bitch Creek nephrite 

is nowhere near the fine grades of jadeite but in the scale of quality for nephrite, I think Bitch Creek with its blue-green 

translucence could be on the upper end of the scale next to Polar Jade’s solid green, nephrite. On the scale of nephrite 

quality, translucence is the most highly valued characteristic followed by a vitreous luster, a uniform color, and the way 

it  is cut. 

The gemmy translucents found in the center of the slabs I purchased, may well be a high quality nephrite jade. Their 

hardness exceeds 6 on the Mohs scale. I accidentally dropped one of my very thin, long oval translucent cabs on the 

concrete garage floor without a trace of damage. I also had one catch on a polishing pad that would have snapped an 

ordinary agate of the same dimensions, an example of its toughness. 

Another interesting feature of this jade is: this jade has tiny specs of metallics imbedded in them. I confirmed it is metal 

by testing one of the larger specs with an Ohmmeter. Someone on the Internet said it was probably nickel so I tested it 

with ALLERTEST Ni (my iron meteorite test kit for nickel). It turned out negative. I think it is gold or a gold alloy.  

I would sure love to find an explanation of how native metals get deposited in some jades and not in others. 

Mike Burkleo, another well known jade guy, also had metallics in the jade he was 

taking out of the foothills of the California Sierras. He had his jade analyzed at the 

University of Reno, Nevada where they found gold, silver, and palladium in his jade. 

Here, I would like to introduce you to our collector/miner and Quartzsite vendor of 

this intriguing jade. His name is Kirk Sargent and his wife is Evonne. We came 

across them hidden deep in the bowels of the Tyson Wells RV Park, North of 

Kuehen Street. This was his second year here. Somehow we failed to come across 

him last year. 

The fifty pound jade he is holding is only half of the original bolder he fished out of 

the creek unknowingly for Craig and I. We may have to go after it next year if this 

material goes as well as we think it will. 

From the South Bay L&MS Agatizer, Feb. 2015  *Wikipedia 
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Hints and Tips 
    To remove fingerprints from polished stones, used eyeglass cleaning tissues treated with silicone (note that 
only a few lens cleaning tissues still use silicone, so check the label – the editor). 

    See inside stones before faceting by immersing in oil of cinnamon or oil of cassia. These are sold in drug 
stores. Their refractive index is near that of most gemstones, so surface irregularities of stones will vanish and 
can see the flaws and inclusions. 

    To polish jade, finish sanding with wet 600 cloth, then apply #1200 metal lapping compound (from an auto 
supply store) to the outer 1” of a leather lap and work the stone on it. This produces a dull polish which can  
quickly be brought to a high gloss with tin or cerium oxide. This method is good for tiger eye, aventurine, and 
all but soft stones. 

    When sawing geodes look for the largest dome on the specimen: this dome was in an upright position when 
it was formed.  Saw through the largest dome and it is likely that you will get the best “picture”.   If the 
specimen is elongated or egg shaped, saw lengthwise to obtain the best exposure. While there is no certain 
means to determine the interior of an agate nodule or geode, these ideas are likely to be beneficial. 

    Spic and Span has oxalic acid in it and is excellent  for the final polish of tumbled stones… 
  (Spic and Span no longer contains oxalic acid; Bar Keepers Friend does contain oxalic acid, but I am not certain 
   that it will serve as a tumble polish compound for rocks – maybe for coins; does anyone know? - the editor). 

From the San Gorgonio Pick and Shovel 10/93, via Yucca Valley Newsletter, via Delvings 4/94

Lapidary and Silversmith Art at Los Angeles Museums

  

Butterfly Brooch: gold with orange spessartine garnets from the 
Little Three Mine in Ramona, California, green tsavorite garnets, 
and diamonds 

This is a creation of Buzz and Bernadine; a portion of their collection 
was displayed 2012-2013 at the Hall of Gems at the LACMNH. 

For pictures and information on this and additional pieces, see:  
http://www.nhm.org/site/research-
collections/mineral-sciences/butterfly-collection 

 

 

 

A few things currently on display at LACMA: 

Above, from left to right (click links for the website) – 
Tree Brooch with opals by Frederick Walker Davis, 1945   

Shell  Necklace in silver by Margot de Taxco, 1940 

Cross Pendants with jade (L  , R) by William Spratling, 1949-62 

Mask Necklace with abalone by William Spratling, 1949 

Left - Flower-Shaped Earflares  of jadeite,  Maya,  

from Guatemala or Mexico,  550 -850 AD

http://www.nhm.org/site/
http://www.nhm.org/site/research-collections/mineral-sciences/butterfly-collection
http://www.nhm.org/site/research-collections/mineral-sciences/butterfly-collection
http://www.lacma.org/
http://collections.lacma.org/node/708342
http://collections.lacma.org/node/2092318
http://collections.lacma.org/node/2109178
http://collections.lacma.org/node/2092313
http://collections.lacma.org/node/708340
http://collections.lacma.org/node/213658
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Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

August 14th, @ 7:30 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 14515 Blaine Ave., 

Bellflower, CA 

Program: Gemstones, presented by Lothar Vallot 
 

Members are invited to the Show Planning and Board 

Meeting, at 6:30 PM, before the regular meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We need your participation 
To organize our club show  

If you can’t attend the club meeting 
Please Call Dale Harwood  

Or e-mail Nancy Bird  

We need a count of display cases, 

 volunteers for Friday set-up and 

for each of the show days, also 

demonstrators, donations, etc. 
 

 

 

Multi-Club Field Trip 
August 9 t h  (date change!)  

To Los Olivos 
For soapstone & serpentine 

Leader TBD 
This trip may be canceled! 

 

 
August 7 - 9: NIPOMO, CA: Gem Show 
Orcutt Mineral Society, Santa Maria 

Nipomo High School 
525 North Thompson Avenue 

Hours: Fri & Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4 
Wes Lingerfelt, (805) 929-3788 

Website: www.omsinc.org 
 

 
 Field Trip Sept.  12 t h  

 (So. Cal. Paleontological Society) 

at Gibson Blvd., San Pedro 
to collect 100,000 year old shells 

RSVP leader Andrew Hoekstra 
ajhoekstra@yahoo.com 

   

http://www.omsinc.org/

