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Utah Septarian “Nodules”:  See page 5 for more about septarians and other concretions 

 

Delvers Gem & Mineral Society Show, September 26 & 27  

All members (those local and able) should volunteer several 
hours of help at the show, during one or both of those days. 

Friday Sept. 25th is setup and we need help starting at 9 AM.  

At our Sept. 11th meeting we will be filling grab bags at 7 PM. 

So bring rocks for grab bags. We also need donation awards. 
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Taps from the Gavel by Nancy Bird, President 

    Are you ready for the Show? We need all hands on deck to make it a success. This starts Friday, September 25 at 
9 A.M at the Elks in Downey to help lay-out and skirt tables, and later that afternoon to set up YOUR CASE and 
generally get ready for opening on Saturday morning.   
    Will you help by working a few hours at the show? Can you demonstrate, help out at the club’s booth, and be 
security?  Ask the vendors if they need anything-many times they are alone and could use a trusted club member 
to give them a break for a few minutes. If all the work falls upon just a handful of people, then our club won’t be 
very enthusiastic about doing this again next year. But if we all help a little, that would be wonderful. 
    We need lots & lots of donations for the Sunday drawing. And please pick up some tickets from me. I’m asking 
everyone to sell $20 worth to neighbors, friends, or to yourself. The cost of venue for the show is barely covered by 
the vendor space rental and the show is one of the ways we can make money in order to keep our dues so low. Did 
you know that we pay out $8.00 per person to the CFMS & AFMS every year and that our dues are $7.50? 
    Please put out our flyers in local libraries and hand out to friends. Tell everyone you know! 
    I got a great donation from Michelle Sebresos yesterday in the mail. She had also given me quite a bit to take 
up to Lodi for the CFMS silent auction. Thank you, Michelle!  She lives in the San Joaquin Valley but has been a 
member for many years. Any of you others who live a long way away, who would like to buy tickets or send in 
something for the raffle, contact me. The Dougherty’s sent me money and I filled out their tickets. If you are  
going to send $, please make the check out to the Delvers Gem & Mineral Society and maybe send me return 
address stickers to make it easier.  
    I’m having fun on my Pixie my friend Deborah gave me for Christmas. I’ve been polishing  a lot of Texas 
Springs Limb Casts and many other rocks: learning a lot as I go. When I first started, I took off too much “bark” 
around the top and kinda rounded it up. It looked pretty suggestive. I’ve stopped doing that. I thought it was 
funny, but some guys on Facebook got offended.  Maybe it’s what I called the lil’ rocks.  

Board Meeting Minutes 8/14/15 
- by Charles Pierce 

  Inside show dealer spaces have been 
filled; three additional outside spaces 
are still available.  Show set up begins 
at 9:00 am on Friday, Sep. 25th.  All 
club members are encouraged to help 
with the show set-up, advertising, 
displays, grab bag & raffle ticket sales, 
demonstrations, and a host of additional 
tasks required for a successful show.  
    Grab bags will be assembled at the 
September meeting.    
    A new member, Liz Damian, was 
voted into the Delvers.   
    It was reported that former member 
Rick Simpson passed away recently. 
(I fondly recall Rick’s eagerness to help 
with demonstrations, etc., at the club 
show.) 

General Meeting Minutes 8/14/15 – by Charles Pierce 

    The flag salute was immediately followed by the program, Lore of 
Precious Stones.  Lothar Vallot presented many interesting facts and 
stories from early writers, as well as current insights and thoughts on 
precious and semi-precious stones.  The program was well received. 
In addition, Mr. Vallot gave a brief overview of the gemology program 
at Santiago Canyon College in which he is intimately involved. 
    Following refreshments, Mathew Donahue was presented with a 
certificate for Jr. Rockhound of the Year.  Congratulations. 
    Our September meeting will start at 7:00 pm with the preparation of 
grab-bags. (Bring grab-bag material.) 
    Dale Harwood gave the show report.  
    Sunshine report: Former members Robert DeFields and Rick Simpson 
have both exited this world way too early; our condolences to their 
families. 
    Dale Harwood displayed minerals from Colorado's American Tunnel 
and enlightened us as to how 3 million gallons of toxic waste is now 
f lowing the Animas River.  John Donahue displayed concretions, 
fossils and septarian nodules from a recent trip to southern Utah. 
    The meeting concluded with door prizes.   

   

 

Wakabayashilite  
The most unusual of the specimens displayed at our August meeting by Dale 
Harwood was this mineral, named after Yaichiro Wakabayashi, of the Mitsubishi 
Mining Company in Japan, where it was first identified. Previously discovered in 
Nevada but thought to be “hair orpiment”, it is very rare and generally associated 
with other arsenic minerals in gold deposits. Dale’s specimen of fine yellow silky 
fibrous crystals is from the White Caps Mine, Nye Co., Nevada. 

http://www.mindat.org/min-4232.html
http://www.mindat.org/loc-3921.html
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Musings from Jon Fults  

    The Delvers Gem and Mineral Society has meant a great deal to Lois Jean and myself.  This is our 51
st years as 

members.  We have seen many changes over the years in the Club and rockhounding in general.  Fifty-one years 
ago we had considerably more faceters that we have now.  The Club really loved collecting petrified wood and 
cutting and polishing the wood was emphasized.  Gas was cheap and field trips were about nine week-ends and a 
two week trip every year.  I led many field trips and with the help of Earl Liston led about twenty-five of the 
summer two-week field trips.  The largest number of members to attend a field trip was around 1970.  The field 
trip was scheduled for Wiley Well and we camped at the intersection of the Wiley Well road and the Butterfield 
Stage Road.  About 125 attended including 25 junior members.  It was such a large group we had two campfires. 

    I have served as President twice and Lois Jean once.  I helped Ed Flutot put the “Delvings” news out for many 
years and when he retired after 40 years of publishing our news, I took over and did it for 25 years.  (Don Ogden also 
did it for two years and it is now published by Andrew Hoekstra and he is doing an outstanding job).  The news was 
printed on an offset press for all the years Ed did the news.  I switched to Xerox copies.  With the advent of E-mail 
and the ability to receive the “Delvings” in living color the format was changed this year.  I encourage you to print 
your own copy after receiving the newsletter by E-mail. 

    The Delvers have had numerous meeting locations beginning in Downey at an elementary school is South 
Downey.  We also met at West Jr H.S., before moving to Paramount to a community center.  Other meeting  
locations were Cerritos College and the Bellflower Women’s Club, before landing where we are now.   The first 
Show was at the Downey Women’s Club, but we also held Shows at Cerritos College (in the Student Center), 
The Bellflower Women’s Club, Sim’s Park in Bellf lower, back to the Downey Women’s Club and now this year 
the Downey Elks Lodge location. 

    I encourage the membership to be involved, active, learn as much as you can, make new friends and have fun.  
That is what we are all about.  In September the nominating committee will be actively recruiting officers.  When 
they ask, please say “yes” and we will be able to continue the tradition of always having a full slate of officers. 

Brad’s Bench Tips   Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon

SMOOTHING EARWIRES 

Any time you make your own earwires, the hardest part for me is to sand  
and polish the end that's inserted into the ear.  Any sharp edge there  
is no fun.  I've tried using sanding sticks, cup burs, and silicone  
polishing wheels.  I've tried buffing on a Zam wheel, and I've tried  
spinning the wire in the Foredom to polish the tip. While all of these  
techniques do the job, none are very easy, and none are as fast as I'd like. 

Then it occurred to me - I could melt the wire smooth. One quick touch  
in the flame of the propane/oxygen Little Torch does the trick - not  
enough to form a bead on the wire but just enough to round off the tip.  
I find it's worth practicing the maneuver a couple times on some scrap  
wire before trying it on completed earrings. 

BALL BURS 

I use ball burs quite a bit for carving and for cleaning up bits of solder 
that need to be removed. The ball shape seems to be more controllable 
than other cutting burs.  They're less apt to grab and walk over your piece. 

As to sizes I've found that 8 mm is a very useful size for carving while  
a half mm or smaller at high speed works great for signing your name 
on the back of your work. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
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Oregon Rock Trip, June 2015 - by Fred Dexling     

    May and Larry Springer, from Kansas, and Chuck and Casey Pierce and I met at Madras, Oregon, for the annual 
All Rockhounds Pow Wow Club of America  show, held at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds, June 25-28. 

    We decided to go on their field trips (had to join, $7.50/person, and $20 for 
parking for the duration of the show) and, after the show, we visited some 
interesting rock sites in Oregon. The first day of the show we visited many 
booths. The show was well attended and there were bargains to be had. Some 
of our enjoyment was tempered by the high temperatures, upper 90’s for the 
duration of the trip. While at the fairgrounds I took a shower in the afternoon 
and another at night.  

    Our group joined with others to visit the Polka Dot Agate site. The directions 
to this site and other sites our group visited are given in the paperback guide 
Rockhounding Oregon by Lars W. Johnson, copyright 2014. The deposit is a 
solid seam of agate that was cracked by a jack hammer attached to the boom 
of an excavator, so that rockhounds, with some effort, could extract the agate. 
 I did not join the excavating group because of the high temperature but I did 
find some choice pieces lying on the ground. The site, I was led to believe,  
is not open throughout the year. 

    The next field trip was to a private ranch that was open to rockhounds only during that one day. The owner had 
scraped an area to bedrock that had angel wing agate. Another site was excavated to a depth of about eight feet so 
one could dig for thunder eggs. Also there was an area with exposed petrified wood. Two of our group found angel 
wing agate and all of us got thunder eggs and wood. The directions to this ranch are not given in the paperback. 

    After the show closed we headed to the White Fir thunder egg beds. We followed directions given in the book. 
The site is reached going uphill by means of switchbacks. We dug in the shade of pine trees and everyone found 
jasper. Most of what we found was not round nodules but broken portions. Cutting some, I found only yellow 
color inside. 

    Next we traveled to Maury Mountain. The book directions say that you pass through the town of Post. Beware: 
the town is two buildings beside a road (no gas station). The agate deposit is float on the side of the mountain. As 
we were parking a pickup passed us and in a very short time came back. We were shown a large agate piece of dark 
red green color and a smaller piece of vivid red color. Well, we knew there was agate and we also knew what to try 
for. The mountain was very steep and heavily covered with bushes 3-4 feet high. Most of us opened a shallow pit 
in the shade of a tree. Because of the bushes, it was very easy to lose the position of the pit one was working. Alas, 
that’s what happened. Future visitors should find a positive method to mark the pit so to be visible from afar. 
Yes, everyone got agate, but not in size and quality that were shown to us. 

    The Hampton Butte site provided agate and petrified 
wood for everyone. Yes, everyone dug in the shade of a 
tree. All the wood we found had the rare green color. 

    After Hampton Butte we traveled to what I consider 
the premiere Oregon collecting site – Glass Butte. As 
soon as everyone had parked in the shade of a tree, the 
group except me jumped in a pickup and made the tour 
of the site. They came back with a ton of obsidian. The 
reason I didn’t collect is that I have some high quality 
obsidian at home collected on a previous trip. Also, the 
obsidian is so plentiful that it is very easy to over-collect, 
meaning that it’s easy to fill one 5 gallon bucket after 
another. One ends up with a pile of obsidian in the 
backyard that could never all be worked on in a lifetime.  

    The next morning I said goodbye to everyone and headed home. 

http://www.allrockhoundspowwowclubofamerica.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Rockhounding-Oregon-Guide-States-Series/dp/0762783664
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Concretions 
Concretions are hard, compact, cemented masses found in sedimentary rocks. They form when cementing minerals 
precipitate around a nucleus, typically before the surrounding rock hardens. Concretions typically consist of the 
same material as the surrounding rock, plus the cementing agent, which often is a carbonate such as calcite, but 
can be silica, iron minerals, barite, or gypsum. Sometimes the nucleus is a fossil. Concretions vary in diameter 
from <1 millimeter to 10 meters. They are usually harder than the host rock and exposed by weathering.  Shapes 
vary, and include discs, sheets, tubes, and grape-like clusters, as well as the spheres and other rounded forms. 
Moqui (or Moki) Marbles are a type of concretion. Nodules are replacement bodies and so are not concretions.

Septarian concretions from Utah (like the two on the cover page) are 
familiar to rockhounds. These cemented mud-balls, from a sea bottom, 
are cracked; minerals later filled the cracks, forming the “septa” or walls. 
Often the septa are harder and weathering exposes their pattern as ridges 
on the exterior. Septarians are found around the world; many being sold 
are from Madagascar.  Some septarians in New Zealand reach 10 feet in 
diameter. Those from Utah are found in Cretaceous shale, mostly near 
Orderville. Their gray exterior is shale (bentonite), the brown septa are 
aragonite (altered calcite), and the interior is usually yellow or whitish 
calcite, sometimes with barite, and often with crystals lining any void. 

 
Wikimedia Commons, courtesy Tony Hisgett 

When travelling by Orderville, stop at Joe’s Rock Shop (Hwy 89 at 100 N.) 
and they may give permission to collect on their claim. The septarians 
are becoming more difficult to find, but plain mud-ball concretions 
sometimes contain fossils – indeed, it is often worthwhile to crack open 
concretions anywhere to look for fossils.  While in Orderville, you may 
notice a rock-shaped building, The Rock Stop, selling espresso and gifts. 

Also see: http://geodehunter.com/septarians/orderville.php 

Cannonball concretions, spherical and sometimes very large, are found 
in many places around the world. This type of concretion is cemented 
sandstone. Two notable California localities are Bowling Ball Beach, by 
Point Arena, and the Pumpkin Patch, outside Anza Borrego State Park.  

Bowling Ball Beach: http://www.geologictrips.com/bbb/bbb.pdf 

Pumpkin Patch: http://www.backroadswest.com/trips/2011/10/pumpkin-
patch-anza-borrego/ 

 
Wikimedia Commons, courtesy Keith Pomakis 

Septarian Concretion  

 
Wikimedia Commons, courtesy Mike Beauregard 

Septarian Concretion  

 
Wikimedia Commons, courtesy Brocken Inaglory 
Bowling Ball Beach, Pt. Arena, California  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Calcite_septarian_nodule_ROM.jpg
http://geodehunter.com/septarians/orderville.php
http://www.geologictrips.com/bbb/bbb.pdf
http://www.backroadswest.com/trips/2011/10/pumpkin-patch-anza-borrego/
http://www.backroadswest.com/trips/2011/10/pumpkin-patch-anza-borrego/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Septarian_Nodule.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Septacular!_(5622876851).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bowling_Balls_Beach_2_edit.jpg
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FIRST CLASS MAIL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HI-DESERT ROCKHOUNDS 

Sept. 30 – Oct. 4: YUCCA VALLEY 

Sportsman's Club of Joshua Tree 

Hours: 9 - 6 daily 

Judy Thompson, (760) 902-5340, 

rogerthompson@mac.com 

www.jtsportsmansclub.com/gem.html 

 

 

 

MOJAVE MINERALOGICAL SOC. 

October 3 - 4: BORON 

Boron Park 

12000 Boron Avenue 

Hours: 9 - 4 daily 

Steve Breckenridge, (760) 559-0872, 

rock5b@starband.net 

 

 

 

VISTA GEM & MINERAL SOC. 

October 3 - 4: VISTA 

Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum 

2040 North Santa Fe Avenue 

Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4 

Ray Pearce, (760) 535-5524 

vistarocksgms@gmail.com 

www.vistarocks.org 

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

September 11th, @ 7:00 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 14515 Blaine Ave., 

Bellflower, CA 

We will be filling the grab gags for our show 

Program: Chuck and Fred’s Oregon Adventure 

 
Members are invited to the Show Planning and Board 

 Meetings, at 6:30 PM, before the regular meeting 

 

 

September Field Trip 

The multi-club group is joining the Ventura County 
clubs on September 10-13 to the Greenhorn Mtns. 

Leader: Robert Sankovich (Conejo G&MC) 
805-494-7734, rmsorca@roadrunner.com 

They are visiting a private claim for rose quartz; 
also epidote, garnet and scheelite/tungsten. 

October Field Trip 
Searles Lake collecting and the Trona G&MS Show, 

October 10-11: pink halite, hanksite, borax minerals  

http://www.jtsportsmansclub.com/gem.html
www.vistarocks.org

