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Pink Halite (with Nahcolite) from Searles Lake (actual size 13.0 x 11.4cm)  

Photo from Wikimedia Commons courtesy Rob Lavinsky/iRocks.com 
 

 The holiday party at the Pierce’s on Sat. 12/05 is our December meeting 
 Shopping opportunity at the Jewel Tunnel Imports warehouse – Sat 12/05: 10-4    
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Saturday, December 5th – the Delvers Holiday Party, and Installation of Officers 

1318 North Kroeger Ave., Fullerton 

   4:30 to 5:30 Hors d'oeuvre and crafts; 5:30 Sit-down Dinner 

Chuck Pierce: 714-595-3862 ,  charliepierce48@hotmail.co  

We will have an ugly ornament exchange this year. To participate, bring a wrapped ugly ornament. 

 

One approach from the 91 Frwy is to take Raymond Avenue north. 

Turn left onto Melody Lane, after 0.2 miles turn right onto Kroeger Ave  

 

Jewel Tunnel Wholesale Warehouse  

Saturday December 5 t h ,  10 AM –  4 PM 

Members and friends of the Delvers Gem and Mineral 

Society are invited to attend an open-house at Jewel 

Tunnel Imports on Saturday December 5th, 2015.  
 Starving students and others will be fed. 

Unattended children will be sold as slaves.  

Jewel Tunnel Imports is a leading wholesale distributor 

of mineral specimens, crystals, fossils, tumbled stones 

and many different kinds of lapidary items like balls, 

eggs, jewelry etc. made from different minerals. We have 

a warehouse in excess of 10,000 sq. feet full of mineral 

related natural history items, perhaps the largest of its 

kind in the United States. Check out our website 

jeweltunnel.com. Historically Jewel Tunnel Imports has 

had limited open house parties for mineralogically and 

geologically oriented groups such as the students and 

faculty of various university geology departments and 

members of certain gem and mineral societies. These 

open houses, by invitation only, on a few weekends just 

proceeding Christmas, offer a chance for individuals 

belonging to these groups to buy minerals and crystals at 

wholesale prices and to learn something about the 

wholesale gem and mineral business.  

Jewel Tunnel Imports is a wholesale only warehouse and 

this invitation is only for the date of the open house. If 

you wish to return during the year to purchase items you 

 

will need to obtain your own resale permit from the 

California State Board of Equalization. The 9% sales 

tax will be charged. All sales are final. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1318+Kroeger+Ave,+Fullerton,+CA+92831/@33.883978,-117.9117347,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dcd5932e072e6d:0x6ab6545ebd350fa5
http://www.jeweltunnel.com/
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Taps from the Gavel & Federation Report  
Hi All- 
    This will be my last message as President and as such is bittersweet. I have been proud to be your 
President as I love the Delvers’ members and it’s been an honor for me this last year to “lead the troops.” 
    I’ll be the next show chair and will work toward the goal of having another great show with all your 
help. 
    I hope to see you at Jewel Tunnel and then again at the Holiday Dinner the 5th of December. 
    The Federation meeting in Visalia was fun, enlightening, and complex. My job as Chair of the ROTY 
Awards (Rockhound of the Year) is fun and frustrating. I’m frustrated that more clubs don’t take the 
advantage of this great opportunity to honor members who are the lifeblood of our educational hobby. 
When I took over this job about 3 years ago from Loretta Ogden, the 1st year I had about 10 clubs send 
in a nomination and there were no juniors. In 2014, I got juniors added to the CFMS. It was pretty easy, 
as they were already recognized by the AFMS.  This year so far I’ve had 20 clubs with 26 people honored: 
pretty cool, but still not enough. There are over 100 clubs. I wheedle a lot. 
   One thing I found out is that there is a lot of money in the CFMS Scholarship fund that goes untapped 
because clubs don’t send in names. The information on this process is in the Society Aids Manual, pg. 15. 
I think we should do this.  
    Also, for a number of years, I have asked for us to buy the $250 Directors & Officers Insurance. I believe 
even more strongly in this conviction. I would like every one of you with a computer to go on the CFMS 
website, click on Forms, down to Insurance Forms, and then the title Why Director & Officers Insurance? 
It spells it out pretty clearly there. Maybe with more information we can revisit this topic at the combined 
Board meeting. 
    I know of a local club disbanding and another in trouble all because of personality conflicts. I’m glad 
we are still in good shape. Let’s keep it that way! 
Rock On, 
Nancy Bird 

Board Meeting Minutes 11/13/15 - by Charles Pierce 

Reimbursements for 2015 were briefly discussed.  The need, and possibility, for a second board meeting 
was brought up for discussion due to a large amount of planning for next year. Show business discussion 
was tabled.  A gavel award for our outgoing president was requisitioned. 

 

General Meeting Minutes 11/13/15 – by Charles Pierce 

Following the pledge and a moment of silence for the French terrorist victims, Dale Harwood presented 
a program on the minerals of Searles Lake, Ca. The types of minerals that can be found on the three types 
of collecting trips offered by the Trona club each October were exhibited and discussed, along with their 
preservation. Dale also displayed fine examples of a rare Bolivian mineral, cylindrite (see next page). 
    The slate of next year’s officers was presented and voted-in. Doreen Wong gave a budget report and 
Chuck Pierce gave a brief report on next month’s Christmas party, where the installation of officers will 
take place.  
   A silent auction held during refreshment break raised about $126. Eighteen members and one guest 
were in attendance. 

The 2016 Delvers Board and Officers :  President – Fred Dexling    

1st vice-president - Marylou Wencloff  2nd vice-president - John Donahue  

3rd vice-president - Charles Walker   Secretary - Teresa Taylor   

Treasurer - Doreen Wong    Editor - Andrew Hoekstra 

Directors - Dale Harwood, Guynell Miller, James Donahue, Valeria Jaramillo  
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This rare and unusual mineral forms unique cylindrical crystals: these are actually rolled sheets which 
appear to be tubes and have a metallic luster. It is a sulfosalt (a large group of mostly rare minerals with 
some of the most complicated atomic and crystal structures of any inorganic compounds). It is mined for 
tin, lead and antimony, and is found almost exclusively within Bolivia. 

 
Photos from Wikimeidia Commons courtesy Rob Lavinsky/iRocks.com 

Golden Queen Mine to Reopen Near Mojave, CA 
Driving between Rosamund and Mojave on HWY 14, you will notice this historic gold and silver mine. 
Delvers member Marty Dougherty alerted us to the mine’s reopening (and it was reported in the South 
Bay G&MS’s October Agatizer). The mine is expected to produce gold and silver by the end of 2015.  For 
more information see the company’s website:  http://www.goldenqueen.com/s/Projects_Overview.asp 
and http://www.goldenqueen.com/s/History.asp. Mining activity in the Mojave area began in 1894, and 
a mill was constructed in 1901. Ore was exhausted by 1914, but new sources were discovered and mining 
resumed from 1935 until 1942. The new mine will be open pit, heap leach (cyanide) extraction method. 
The mine is expected to produce one ounce of gold for every 12 ounces of silver, but gold will represent 
80% of the value. The predicted mine life is 11 years and pre-production capital costs almost $150 M. The 
gold mineralization occurs in quartz veins within faulted and fractured igneous rock.   
   At this time there seems to be only one other active gold mine in California, the large Mesquite Mine 
in Imperial County. The Briggs Mine in the Panamint Mountains is being put on standby after 2015, the 
Castle Mountain Mine is closed but reopening proposed, and the Rand Mine has closed permanently. 

 Obsidian Collecting at Davis Creek 
Davis Creek in the Modoc National Forest is known as a premier area for high quality obsidian. There 
has been recent discussion of changes to the collecting rules. The ALAA 2015Q3 newsletter has an excellent 
summary by Glenn Miller of the rules, as of September 2014. To be brief, you need to get a free permit 
(Certificate of Free Use Authorization - provided on request) to collect: although each permit is for 100 lbs, 
there is no limit on what an individual can collect by acquiring additional permits; groups can share 
their permits for a combined collection total. Get your permits in person at the National Forest’s offices 
(or by mail?), or at the Davis Creek Mercantile:  

    http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/modoc/passes-permits/?cid=stelprdb5323081 

The Forest Service’s maps to the collecting areas are useful because some turnoffs are unsigned: 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5322830.pdf 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5322831.pdf 

http://www.goldenqueen.com/s/Projects_Overview.asp
http://www.goldenqueen.com/s/History.asp
http://amlands.org/media/DIR_24612/DIR_402734/30af8aeb6e32fa5ffff8119ffffe906.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/modoc/passes-permits/?cid=stelprdb5323081
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5322830.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5322831.pdf
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Searles Lake Minerals  

   Rockhounds have an opportunity each year in October (however, next year might be your last chance) 
to collect certain rare and beautiful minerals at Searles Lake, during the Trona Gem & Mineral Society’s 
annual show.  
    Searles Lake is one of the now dry Mojave Desert lakes that were wet during the Pleistocene Ice Age.  
Then and later they accumulated thousands of feet of sediment and dissolved minerals. Searles Lake 
was often the terminus of the Owens River, and here evaporation concentrated these minerals.  
In 1863, John Searles noticed borax on the surface, and production commenced in 1874. During the First 
World War, Searles Lake was the only American source of potash (essential for agriculture). Today it is 
“mined” for borax, boric acid, soda ash, sodium sulfate, and sodium carbonate, by pumping the brine  
solution from beneath its surface.   
    The minerals that can be collected at Searles Lake range from the common (halite and trona) to the 
rare, but the goals of most rockhounds are pink halite and hanksite, both water soluble evaporites. 
    The pink halite is obtainable in large beautiful crystal clusters. Pink color is incorporated into halite 
from a pigment introduced into the brine by bacteria which thrive in salty alkaline conditions (some 
even requiring arsenic to live). The halite may also be colored blue-green by a different bacterium. The 
color will fade from specimens of halite over many years, especially if exposed to direct sunlight or to 
fluorescent lights. In very humid environments, halite absorbs water from the air and can deteriorate.   

   
Hanksite from Searles Lake: photos from Wikimedia Commons courtesy Rob Lavinksy/iRocks.com 

    Hanksite (Sodium Potassium Sulfate Carbonate Chloride: Na22K(SO4)9(CO3)2Cl ) is a particularly rare 
mineral, 99% of the world’s supply coming from Searles Lake. It will absorb moisture in moderately 
humid conditions and should be given a coating of mineral oil, shellac, or spray acrylic. It is one of the 
few minerals containing both sulfate and carbonate ions. It forms hexagonal translucent to transparent 
crystals that can grow quite large. Those more metaphysically inclined call hanksite “The Truth Stone”.  
 

To Learn More: 
Collecting with the Trona Gem & Mineral Society:  http://www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/GEM-O-RAMA.htm 

    http://www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/geology.htm, etc 
“Saline Minerals from Searles Dry Lake”:  http://www.omsinc.org/archives/TronaMinerals.pdf 
US Geological Survey Paper on Searles Lake, by George I. Smith:  http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/1043/report.pdf 
The Searles Valley Mineral Company:  http://www.svminerals.com/About%20Us1/History.aspx 
    http://www.svminerals.com/Main%20Pages/OurProducts.aspx?PageView=Shared#,  etc 

http://tronahistory.com/1915-historical-statement-searles-lake-potash/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trona
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/308/5726/1305.abstract
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/308/5726/1305.abstract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanksite
http://www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/GEM-O-RAMA.htm
http://www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/geology.htm
http://www.omsinc.org/archives/TronaMinerals.pdf
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/1043/report.pdf
http://www.svminerals.com/About%20Us1/History.aspx
http://www.svminerals.com/Main%20Pages/OurProducts.aspx?PageView=Shared%23
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No Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

during the month of December 
 

Holiday Party on December 5th 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

December 19th: Multi-Club Field Trip – Salton Sea 

Leader and details TBA 
 
December 4-6: Oxnard G&MS Field Trip – Clear Creek  

Contact Bob Driskell, 805-485-2983, 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1440204132966440/ 

 
December 5 & 6: BARSTOW, CA 

Mojave Desert G&MS 
Cora Harper Community Center 
841 S. Barstow Road 
Hours: 10a.m. – 5p.m. 
Danny Watts (760) 373-1309 
dvwatts@msn.com 
www.mdgms.net 
 
 

 
December 5 & 6: LAKESIDE, CA 

El Cajon Valley G&MS 
Lakeside Rodeo Grounds 
12584 Mapleview Road 
Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4 
Mary Ness (619) 449-0759 
ecvgms@gmail.com 
www.ecvgms.org 
 
 

 
December 12 & 13: RIALTO, CA 

Orange Belt Mineralogical Society 
Across the Street from Rialto City Hall 
105 S. Palm Avenue 
Hours: 9a.m. – Dusk Daily 
Jessica Pierson (909) 381-0089 
obmsrocks.yolasite.com 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1440204132966440/
www.mdgms.net
http://www.ecvgms.org/
http://obmsrocks.yolasite.com/

