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Untreated turquoise, Nevada, USA: Rough nuggets from the McGinness Mine, Austin; 
Blue and green cabochons showing spiderweb, Bunker Hill Mine, Royston. 

Photo from wikimedia commons, courtesy of Chris Ralph  

 

June 10th Delvers Meeting: Potluck & Silent Auction!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Turq_mcGuin_bunker.jpg
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 Taps from the Gavel – Fred Dexling, President 

A majority of the member present at the last meeting made it known that they want to retain the 2 nd 

Friday of each month for the meeting. So it will be. 

The June meeting will have Potluck and Silent Auction and a short program.   Please bring rocks and 

other things that other members might want and bid to win. 

We had a great turnout for the speaker. I thank everyone who brought food for the break- it was a feast. 

If anyone knows a potential site for next year’s show please let me know. 

We will be displaying our hobby at the Cerritos library this September and October.  The organizing 

group is to be finalized this coming board meeting. 

Dale Harwood, a club member, is a fanatic mineral collector and always brings displays of unusual 

minerals.  He also offers minerals for sale, usually at a very reasonable price.  Well, I bought a mineral 

called cylindrite, a complex mineral from Bolivia. It’s not colorful - black with a spray of “silver” wires. 

I always enjoyed viewing minerals but not collecting them.  Maybe I’ll change my attitude. 

Board Meeting Minutes 05/13/16  

The board voted to try a change of meeting night to Thursdays beginning in July (but this idea was 
abandoned after listening to the comments of members present at the subsequent general meeting). 

General Meeting Minutes 05/13/16 – Teresa Taylor, Secretary 

Ken Rogers was our speaker and he provided a lot of information about new lapidary and bead materials.  

He clued us in to changes happening in Asian markets. He discussed marketing of unsuitable material for 

jewelry production.   Buy from reputable dealers, know the properties of the material you are searching 

for, and don't be fooled by fakes.  

For show and tell, Nancy Bird brought some fine fossils, including a fossil jellyfish and fossil crickets. 

Dale Harwood displayed Mexican fluorite, native copper from Yerington Nevada, native bismuth from 

the Wolfram Camp Mine (Queensland, Australia), tellurium from the Good Hope Mine (Colorado) and 

the Moctezuma Mine (Mexico), tellurantimony from Quebec, Canada, and Ukrainian topaz crystals. 

I showed my bird pins made of sterling silver and some stones I found at a thrift store: they look like 

jade but who knows? Jade is a tough stone to pin down and identify.  

The 2016 Delvers scholarship was awarded by Cerritos College to geology students Valeria Jaramillo and 

Jonathan Matthew Lopez, both of whom attended our meeting.    Nancy Bird requests nominations for 

Rockhound of the Year.   Treasurer Doreen Wong reported $11,601.45 in the bank.   We had 23 members 

and 3 guests present.  Thanks to everyone who brought refreshments. 

Door prizes were a quartz geode, slabs, a chunk of orbicular or oolitic rock, an amethyst crystals group, 

a pendant of imperial jasper, a citrine silver ring, a sterling bead, a turquoise, and a pyrite. Thanks to all 

who donated door prizes!  

 

M e m b e r  N e w s  

Prof. Emeritus Jon Fults, a 52 year member of the Delvers and 

past president twice, was recently inducted into the Academic 

Hall of Fame at Cerritos College.     He is only the fifth faculty 

member so honored. 

   

http://www.mindat.org/min-1204.html
http://www.museum.state.il.us/exhibits/mazon_creek/essexella.html
http://www.fossilmuseum.net/Fossil_Sites/GreenRiver/cricket/cricketb.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bismuth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tellurium
http://www.mindat.org/loc-3640.html
http://www.mindat.org/loc-2356.html
http://www.mindat.org/min-3904.html
http://www.spiriferminerals.com/105,2003---8211--Volodarsk-Volynskii--Ukraine.html
http://cms.cerritos.edu/academic-awards/scholarships-2016.htm
http://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/AcademicExcellence/AEA2016recipients/jaramillo_valeria01.jpg
http://cms.cerritos.edu/uploads/AcademicExcellence/AEA2016recipients/lopez_jonathan.jpg
http://cms.cerritos.edu/hof/cerritos-college-hall-of-fame-2016-inductees.htm
http://cms.cerritos.edu/hof/cerritos-college-hall-of-fame-2016-inductees.htm
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F I E L D  T R I P S ,  S H O W S  &  E V E N T S  

June 18th: Himalaya Mine (the 1st 25 people only) – sign-up w/Mark Nelson, 909-996-1784, pasadenalapidary@aol.com 

June 18th: Ventura G&MS Rockhound Rendezvous - lapidary equipment demonstrations (Don Depue of Diamond Pacific), 
 tailgate (buy/sell) and picnic (bring side dish or desert)   -   Everyone is welcome, just please sign up so we have a count. 
info@vgms.org, or contact Ron Wise at 805-647-4393 or clintwise@hotmail.com 

 June 26th: Cerro Gordo Mine, minerals – Lone Pine – contact Bob Driskell, digital.alchemy@verizon.net, 805-320-0602 

June 25th & 26th: Nature Festival, Natural History Museum LA County – several CFMS clubs, including the 
Mineralogical Society of Southern California and the Southern California Paleontological Society, will be present.    

 

 June 3, 4 & 5: LA HABRA, CA 

North Orange County GMS 

La Habra Community Center 

101 W. La Habra Blvd. 

Hours: Fri. 5pm-7pm; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 

Don Warthen (626) 330-8974, Cell (626) 826-9538 

 odwarthen@verizon.net 

http://www.nocgms.com 

June 4-5, 2016: GLENDORA 

Glendora Gem and Mineral Club 

859 E. Sierra Madre Ave. 

Glendora, CA 91741 

Sat. 10am-5pm 

Sun. 10am-4pm 

Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638 

Ybidwell2@aol.com 

June 25 & 26: CULVER CITY, CA 

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club 

Veterans Memorial Auditorium 

4117 Overland Blvd. 

Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5 

Janice Metz (310) 850-4398 

janicemtz@yahoo.com 

http://www.culversityrocks.org/fiesta.htm 

August 5, 6 & 7: NIPOMO, CA 

Orcutt Mineral Society 

Nipomo High School 

Olympic Hall Cafeteria and Parking Lot#525 

Fri. & Sat. 10-5, Sunday 10-4 

http://www.omsimc.org 

http://www.omsinc.org/tailgate.html 

 

MORE ABALONE KNOWLEDGE 

By Fred Dexling 

I have always been attracted by the iridescent colors of 
the inside of the abalone shell. I could imagine that the 
shell could be used as an ash tray or a container for 
bric-a-brac.   I was stumped how the abalone shell 
could be used as body ornament. 

So Chuck Pierce and I visited the Culver City club on 
4/11/16 to hear a talk on abalone by Louis Hernandez 
the “Abalone King” and possibly glean some ideas to 
use for the abalone shells that both of us possess. 

Louis said that he did not dive for the shells but buys 
at estate sales or buys them by word of mouth.   He 
concentrates on the red, green, black shells of the eight 
kinds of shells that are present on the west coast.  The 
color refers to the outside of the shell. 

It came as a surprise that he uses the outside of the shell 
instead of the iridescent inside.   He uses the same 
sequence of grinding, polishing as one would for a 
cabochon. 

 
 

 

After the talk he offered polished shells and free forms. 
I bought a free form that is in the picture. 
 

http://www.nhm.org/site/activities-programs/la-urban-nature-fest
http://www.nocgms.com/
http://www.culversityrocks.org/fiesta.htm
http://www.omsimc.org/
http://www.omsinc.org/tailgate.html
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From the Mother Lode Mineral Society’s newsletter, The Ghost Sheet, V.68 N. 5, May 2016 – reprinted by permission  

 
By Bob Rush 

Milky Chalcedony is one of the most under-appreciated lapidary materials out there.  Because it lacks the vibrant color 

bands of Agate and the blues and greens of Blue Chalcedony and Chrysoprase, it gets tossed onto the pile of rejected 

rocks to be forgotten probably forever.   This works to my advantage because it means that I can routinely find it in old 

collections for a very cheap price. A few years back a dealer had a large flat bed trailer at the Madras Pow Wow for 25 

cents a pound. I jumped at that price and got a couple buckets full.  What really turned me on to the material is a book 

I found about Suzanne Belperron, a French jeweler from the 30's to the 50's that made a lot of jewelry pieces from this 

material.  Her work isn't well known because she didn't sign her work and up until about 10 years ago her work was 

attributed to other famous jewelers like Cartier. After her passing her studio was locked up and forgotten until a few years 

ago when a friend looked into her estate and found all of her archives of her work.   They included all the sketches, 

inventories, costs of the materials and customers who bought her work.  Many of her pieces were bought by European 

royalty like the Duke and Duchess of Windsor as well as famous actors and actresses in her time. 

A few months ago I experimented with making a piece similar to ones found in her work. It involved a bit of carving as well 

as cab making techniques.  It turned out OK but I wasn't really satisfied that I had brought out the best in the material.   

Last week I did another similar piece with more curves to it that I was really happy about because it fully demonstrates 

the capability of the material and the beautiful warm glow that is inherent in the material. 

I will be showing it to my current students in my current class on designing cabochons for art jewelry.  Hopefully they will 

be as excited as I am about it.  If you do a search online for Suzanne Belperron you will be amazed by her work! 

                                  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Suzanne+Belperron
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June 25th: David Rosales - The Supersmith Collection 
 Sponsored by the Bead Society of Orange County 

When: June 25, 2016 (Saturday) at 11 AM.     Where: The Bowers Museum Norma Kershaw Auditorium. 

The Supersmith Collection offers a selection of some of the highest quality Native American jewelry available in the 
southwest today.    Nationally renowned designer David Rosales, is one of the finest contemporary southwest 
Designers in the world today. He is the founder and co-owner of Supersmith, Inc.   Hailing from Gallup, David has 
been in the jewelry business since 1984 and started Supersmith in 1997. 
David and his partner John Delgado, have taken the industry by storm with their gorgeous stone combinations and 
settings. Not to mention that this has brought the handcrafted jewelry industry today to a new level. Their work has 
been featured all over the country including Caesar's Palace, In Style Magazine, and seen on the Ally McBeal Show. 
Rosales has "handpicked" many of the Navajo and Zuni silver and goldsmiths that create each piece of jewelry by 
hand. The group at Supersmith's, strive to exceed expectations of designs and qualityin beautiful, wearable art. 

Art Jewelry Magazine has a new website, FACET (http://www.facetjewelry.com/) 

 

Brad’s Bench Tips- by Brad Smith  

DEPTH GAUGE FOR DRILLING 

 
Sometimes you need to drill a number of holes all to the 
same depth. One quick and easy way to do this is to wind 
some tape around the drill bit so that the tape just touches 
the part surface when the hole is deep enough. 

You can set the depth either by measuring from the tip of 
the drill to the tape or by drilling to the correct depth, 
leaving the bit in the hole, and wrapping tape around the 
bit at the surface level. 

Note that a little extra tape left free on the end will blow 
away debris from the drilling. 

CUTTING A BOLT 

Whenever you have to cut a threaded bolt shorter, it's 
often difficult to get the nut to thread back onto it.  And 
the smaller the bolt, the more difficult it is to restore any 
distorted threads.   The problem is easily solved with the 
use of a nut.  Here's how I do it. 

First, screw a nut onto the bolt before cutting it. Grip the 
bolt by the threaded section that is to be sawed off. Then 
saw the bolt to the desired length, taper the end with 
sandpaper or file, and unscrew the nut from the bolt. 

Unscrewing the nut over the freshly cut end of the bolt will 
straighten out any damage that sawing and filing did to the 
threads.   Gripping the bolt by the piece to be sawed off 
localizes any crushing damage to the piece that will be 
thrown away. 

 

Bench Tips for Jewelry Making  and 
Broom Casting for Creative Jewelry  
by Brad Smith are available on Amazon 

 

http://beadsocietyoc.org/speakers/
http://www.facetjewelry.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Bench-Tips-Jewelry-Making-Useful/dp/0988285800
http://www.amazon.com/Broom-Casting-Creative-Jewelry-Metal/dp/0988285835/
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READ CFMS PRESIDENT JOHN MARTIN’S ARTICLE (Rockhound Soapbox) IN THE JUNE CFMS NEWSLETTER, p.6 

The following articles are from the San Diego Mineral & Gem Society’s website 

Mojave Trails National Monument:  

Rockhounds get some rock solid support 

by Lisbet Thoresen  (May 18, 2016) 
  

MOJAVE TRAILS is the largest of three national 

monuments created in California's deserts in February.  

It covers 1.6 million acres and many collecting areas 

popular with rockhounds.  Because the Proclamation 

did not specifically include rockhounding as a 

permissible activity within the new national 

monument, it left many members of the rockhound 

community wondering how the BLM was going to 

interpret the Proclamation while a Management Plan 

was being drafted.  A Management Plan is supposed to 

be published within three years, which is a long time 

for rockhounds to linger in limbo. 

The BLM's position since February had been vague, 

intimating, when asked, that it hoped to implement an 

interim policy favorable to rockhounds.  In the 

meantime, several Gem & Mineral clubs and the 

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(CFMS) suspended sponsorship or participation in 

field trips to the National Monuments until there was a 

clear policy.  It was not apparent as recently as one 

week ago that there would be guidance forthcoming 

any time soon. 

Fortunately, the plight of rockhounds caught the 

attention of Los Angeles Times writer Louis Sahagun. 

His May 7th article, "A lost gem? New Mojave Trails 

monument rules appear to bar rock hunting" elevated 

the dilemma to the awareness of the general public.  

The reverberation for rockhounds – or perhaps, 

symmetry in the universe – was swift and positive. 

On May 12th, SDMG received a copy of a letter 

Senator Dianne Feinstein (CA-D) sent to Secretary of 

the Interior Sally Jewell.  The Senator asked for 

clarification about rockhounding during the interim 

period while a Management Plan is being drafted.  Her 

letter went a lot further.  It described the values and 

activities of rock collecting hobbyists in a genuinely 

positive light, noting that rockhounding has long been 

regarded and managed by BLM as a permissible 

recreational activity on public lands.  She advocated 

for the policy to continue, whether under oversight of 

the BLM, U.S. Forest Service, or the National Park 

Service.  She asked for inclusion of clear language to 

that effect in the Management Plans for the three new 

National Monuments, which were created because of 

her advocacy dating back two decades.  

The next day, on May 13th, California State BLM 

Director Jerome Perez made it official, publishing on 

the BLM website that rockhounding is a permissible 

activity in the Mojave Trails National Monument.  It 

says: 

The Presidential proclamation that designated the 

Monument provides latitude for existing uses and 

activities and does not limit or prohibit rock hunting. 

Rockhounders are welcome to continue collecting 

limited amounts of rocks, minerals, and gemstones in 

the Monument in accordance with the Bureau of 

Land Management's rock collecting guidelines. 

Some critics of Senator Feinstein have a jaundiced 

view about the motivations behind her actions.  That's 

a pity, because whatever grievances they have had in 

the past, her recent letter benefits the rockhound 

community in a rock solid act of support that is sorely 

needed now.  If Secretary Jewell accepts Feinstein's 

recommendations, accommodation for rockhounding 

just may find its way into the Department's broader 

policy position.  Let's hope so. 

There is good reason for Secretary Jewell to heed 

Feinstein's recommendation.  As the leading proponent 

championing the National Monument designations in 

California, the Senator's opinion is more consequential 

than that of just about any other public figure (besides 

the President).  Lending the authority of her office and 

personal role in the monument designations, Feinstein 

went on record recognizing rockhounding as a 

recreational activity which should be permissible in the 

monuments.  The appropriate response for her support 

is a full-throated "thank you." 

Now it's time for rockhounds to get busy and be 

proactive on their own behalf.  That includes 

reciprocating the conciliatory overtures made by BLM 

Director Perez and Senator Feinstein with respectful, 

constructive input.  Write a letter asking for explicit 

language protecting rockhounding in the final 

Management Plan.  It is important to include 

comments about keeping staging areas and vehicular 

access via existing roads and trails open, including the 

minor routes criss-crossing the monument area.  

Access means not having to pack or hike in and out 

more than a quarter mile.  (Download a sample letter. 

Look for it in your downloads folder; it will not open in 

a browser window.) 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/newsletter/news2016/006newsJun16.pdf
http://www.sdmg.org/sdmg-public/resources/blm-resources/
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0507-rockhounds-20160507-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0507-rockhounds-20160507-story.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/nlcs/Mojave_Trails/recreation.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/nlcs/Mojave_Trails/recreation.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/nlcs/Mojave_Trails/recreation.html
http://www.sdmg.org/blmdocs/2016-05A-Mojave-Trails-NM-Management-Plan-sample-letter.doc
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Rockhounds, help craft a Management Plan for the three new National Monuments in 

California's desert - by Lisbet Thoresen (May 4, 2016)  

 A GREAT DEAL OF CONFUSION surrounds the recent designation of three National Monuments in the California 

deserts in February 2016 and what the impact will be on rock collecting within them.  The three new National Monuments 

cover 1.8 millions acres: 1.) Mojave Trails (1.6 million acres), 2.) Sand To Snow (154,000 acres), and 3.) Castle 

Mountains (<21,000 acres).  Mojave Trails, which is the largest of the three, encompasses many favorite collecting areas. 

Fortunately, the constraints imposed on permissible activities in National Monuments are not the same as in Wilderness 

Areas.  A National Monument designation calls for drafting a Management Plan with public input.  There is a timeline for 

drafting the Management Plan – a final Plan has to be produced within three years.  Unfortunately, it is not clear what is 

permissible in the interim period.  In the May CFMS Newsletter (vol. LIII no.5), John Martin investigated and did not get 

a definitive green or red light signal.  His takeaway was that one should call the relevant BLM office and ask before 

heading out on a field trip.  What BLM allows from one place to another or one outing to another is apt to be handled in a 

more or less discretionary manner.  It appears that prohibitions may be selectively enforced, with non-commercial 

collecting likely to be allowed as previously until a Management Plan is published.  

Based on input from the public (including rockhounds) and special interest groups (such as CFMS and gem-mineral 

clubs), the permissible and non-permissible activities will be spelled out in the Management Plan.  We have the chance – 

from the start – to give input on what goes into it.  We need to ensure that crystal clear language provides an exception for 

rock collecting within the three new National Monuments.  BLM and the Forest Service will not be knocking on our doors 

to ask what our concerns are, so we have to tell them, and then make sure the final Plan reflects the input we gave. 

According to John Martin's article, the funds are not available to produce a Management Plan.  It would be ill-advised for 

rockhounds to be lulled into taking no action.  Rockhounds need to show up at the many public meetings that will be 

scheduled between now and the end of the road for the Management Plan, whenever that date arrives.  And most 

important, we need to get our concerns written down and sent to the attention of the right agencies and individuals. 

Read the entire article on this topic at http://www.sdmg.org/articles/201605/to-collect-or-not-to-collect/ 

National Monument vs. industrialization of the desert 

WHERE WILDLANDS ARE NOT PROTECTED from commercial development in California, energy 

companies are staking claims, negotiating land swaps, and making public-private deals that will enable them to 

build industrial scale projects and carve transmission corridors through desert wildlands. Do not expect 

accountability to the public. These projects will irrevocably change the natural landscape and impede access to 

ever dwindling islands of unspoiled land.  The detriments will redound to one and all, including but not limited 

to nature lovers and naturalists, desert fauna such as the Mojave (Agassiz's) desert tortoise, and recreational 

users such as mineral collectors. 

Even as three new National Monuments were designated to protect large areas of California's deserts from 

development as recently as February, the Swedish wind power development company Eolus has re-filed an old 

application bought from another company to develop an area covering nearly 40,000 acres on the Nevada side 

of the California–Nevada border.  Eolus reportedly plans to erect 750-foot wind turbines at Crescent Peak. The 

turbines will be visible from parts of the Mojave National Preserve, Castle Peaks, Wee Thump Wilderness, 

Walking Box Ranch, and Spirit Mountain.  Naturally, those turbines will have to be connected to civilization, so 

the footprint of the completed project with its transmission corridors will spread like tentacles over many miles 

across the landscape.  Eolus looks forward to start building in 2021.  

While National Monuments provide protection of fragile ecosystems and habitat from the destruction or 

depredations of development, conservation values are not supposed to preclude other non-destructive values.  In 

practice, however, proponents who advocate their own interests are more likely to ensure the preservation of 

their values than groups that do not.  Therefore, it is incumbent on us to be proactive and voice our concerns.  

Rockhounds are a large constituency, and numbers make a difference.  Even though the prospects seem 

discouraging, perseverance beats the alternatives.  On many levels, the National Monument designation is 

preferable to commercial exploitation – these are the choices.  

Excerpt from the article at: http://www.sdmg.org/articles/201605/to-collect-or-not-to-collect/. 

http://www.sdmg.org/articles/201605/to-collect-or-not-to-collect/
http://www.sdmg.org/articles/201605/to-collect-or-not-to-collect/
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Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

June 10th, @ 7:00 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

Potluck and Silent Auction  

Bring food, donations & money 

Visitors are always welcome!  

Board Meeting (all members invited) 6:30 PM 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Delvers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
promoting education in the earth sciences, including the 
study of minerals, gems and fossils and the lapidary arts. 
Founded in 1948, the club was incorporated in 1954 in 
the City of Downey, CA.  Visitors are always welcome at 
our monthly meetings. The Delvers support a scholarship 
for geology students at Cerritos College. 
             https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/ 

And we also can be found at facebook 

The  Delvings newsletter  is published monthly.  
Submissions and suggestions are welcome. Articles and 
photographs not otherwise credited are the responsibility 
of the editor.  Permission to reproduce original material 
published herein will generally be granted, provided that 
the editor is notified and confirms the author's consent, 
and the sense or meaning of the material is not altered. 

Delvings Editor, Andrew Hoekstra: delvings@yahoo.com 

https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

