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October's program is “Septarian Concretions of Southwest Utah” 
Presented by Dick and Mary Pat Weber, retired exploration geologists. 

 



  
DELVINGS   October 2016  Page 2 

 

  

Taps from the Gavel – Fred Dexling, President 

Autumn began September 22, 2016. I don’t expect colorization of the leaves in southern California as 

glorious as it appears in the northeastern part of our nation.  There is still time to sally forth on rock 

trips: please be sure to give a report at our meetings.  

Don’t forget that we will be nominating new officers at the October meeting: please be sure to attend.   

The board is proposing amendments to the Constitution dated 2012. The amendments appear below, 

will be read out load at the October meeting, and will be voted on at the November meeting. 

Proposed Amendments to the Constitution 

ARTICLE V.  SECTION 1. Paragraph d: Second Vice-President 

ARTICLE V.  SECTION 1. Paragraph e: Third Vice President 

ARTICLE V.  SECTION 1. Paragraph i: In addition to the above officers, there will be four two elected directors, who with 
the officers shall constitute the board of directors. The immediate past president shall vote only in case of a tie. 

ARTICLE V. SECTION 2: Seven Four board of director members at any meeting of the board shall constitute a quorum. 

 General Meeting Minutes 09/09/16 – by Teresa Taylor, Secretary 

Nominating committee of Nancy Bird and Guynell Miller was selected by the board and President Fred 

Dexling; there were no volunteers to be the third member of the nominating committee.  Peter Mack is 

offering to thin section rock samples for examination, 30 to 40 microns thin.   Each of us can bring in 

one rock for this wonderful opportunity.   Fred Dexling gave a wonderful presentation about his trip to 

WY, NV, and OR, full of details of his adventures.  Charles (Chuck) Pierce told about collecting in New 

Mexico, and he brought in his awards from the 2016 AFMS show in Albany, OR, where his jewelry won 

both the NWFMS and AFMS awards!   15 members and 5 guests were present.     

 
Delvers Display at the Cerritos City Library – Petrified Wood 
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SHOWS, FIELD TRIPS, AND EVENTS 

October 7th- 9th – BIG SUR JADE FESTIVAL: http://bigsurjadefest.com/   Canceled due to forest fire! 

October 8th-9th - TRONA, CA - 75th Annual Gem-O-Rama Show, Searles Lake G&MS 
 http://www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/FLYER.htm . Collect pink halite, hanksite and other minerals.  

October 9th- FALLBROOK, CA: Show, Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society 
Hours: 9 – 4. Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Building, 123 West Alvarado Street 
Contact: Janice Bricker, (760) 728-1130, Email: fgms@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.fgms.org 

October 10th – Program: Jade- The Toughest Gems. Culver City G&MS. 7:30 PM, 4117 Overland Ave 

October 15th - 16th: WHITTIER, CA: Show, Whittier Gem & Mineral Society 
Hours: 10 – 5 Daily. Whittier Community Center, 7630 Washington Avenue 
Contact: Frank Winn (626) 239-5457, E-Mail: rkhnd@gmail.com. http://wgmsca.com/ 
Join us to see our new exhibit featuring our show theme, “Pictures in Rock.”   You’ll have an opportunity to 
find out about the upcoming affiliated club field trip to the Whittier Claim on October 22-23 and other trips 
through December.  Get acquainted with fellow affiliated club members!  We are offering coffee for 5 cents 
to all CFMS club members who wear their badges.    We hope to see you at the show! 

October 15th: WEST HILLS, CA: Show, Woodland Hills Rock Chippers 
Hours: 10 – 5. First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way 
Contact: Mary Beth Pio, E-mail: info@rockchippers.org, http://www.rockchippers.org 

October 15th – Prehistoric Orange County, Ralph B. Clark Regional Park, Buena Park, CA 
Free family event (parking fee) http://www.prehistoricoc.org/ 

October 22nd-23rd: FIELD TRIP – Yermo area & the Whittier G&MS’s Honey Onyx Claim, multi-club trip 
8 AM at Oak Tree Inn, south of I-15 @ Ghost Town Rd. Joe Goetz 626-260-7239, Jay Valle res19pnb@verizon.net 

October 27th
 – Program: Rubies and Sapphires in the Western US, Whittier G&MS, 7:30 PM, 7630 Washington Ave 

October 29th: FIELD TRIP – Agate Valley (Palmdale), for botryoidal bubbly agate, South Bay Lapidary 

RSVP Chris Curtin, 310-480-4378. Meet 8 AM at McDonalds off 14 Frwy at Crown Valley Rd, Acton. 

November 5th-6th: FIELD TRIP – Rainbow Ridge Claim Area & Indian Wells Show, multi-club; details TBA 

November 19th-20th: FIELD TRIP – Wiley’s Well Campout (Blythe), Conejo G&MS; details TBA 

 
Delvers Display at the Cerritos City Library - Minerals 

http://bigsurjadefest.com/
http://www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/FLYER.htm
http://wgmsca.com/
http://www.rockchippers.org/
http://www.prehistoricoc.org/
mailto:res19pnb@verizon.net
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           An Off-Road Field Trip to the Cady Mountains in California to Collect Lapidary Quality Agate 
By John Anderson, The Miner, Member of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society 

 
Pink Tube Agate, Cady Mountains 

I have a friend, Jim Puckett, who lives in Riverside, California. Whenever I go to California, I try to look him up. 
Jim is an avid rock collector. When he knew I was coming to California, he talked to his friend, Bill Depue. Bill 
had a trip going to the Caty Mountains in California, and Jim asked if I could go along on this trip.  Bill said 
“Sure.”  The trip was the next day, so we left early in the morning for Barstow, trying to beat the traffic to Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  It was about a two-hour drive from Riverside.  At Barstow, we met at Diamond Pacific Tool 
Corporation, which is owned by Bill Depue. This company store is a class act in that it has every conceivable item 
that any lapidary hobbyist would ever want or need. 

We met two other people going on this trip, a Mr. Marvin and a Mr. Kent. We were going rock hunting on BLM 
land, which stands for the Bureau of Land Management (where you can legally hunt rocks in the State of California). 

We loaded our tools and a few gunnysacks into one of our two four-wheel drive vehicles to hold the treasures we 
hoped to find.  We drove for about 30 miles on US Highway 15 toward Las Vegas, turned right onto a dirt road, 
and headed up into the Cady Mountains that loomed ahead.  I don’t know how I was so lucky to get a ride to a 
famous rock collecting area in great 4-wheel drive vehicles.  Bill must be a magician in knowing where he was 
going; I found it very confusing.  Many ATVs and trucks had driven into that area.  I asked Bill how he knew 
which trail, path, or wash to take.  Bill said that he had been there a few times, but I found it a humbling 
experience. Our trucks easily handled the rough terrain we were traveling, but we had to go slowly for 30 miles 
or more.  It was amazing to watch Bill navigate those washes without throwing me through the windshield. 
All I can say is, he must be a great gambler for he always picked the correct wash or trail for getting to the Cady 
Mountains, then into an area known as Baxtor Wash, and finally getting to Top Notch Ridge. 

     
Cady Paisley      Paisley Lace 
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We found some of the greatest agates and some that would be considered jasp-agate.  The majority of all of the 
agates that I saw had the most beautiful pastel colors—different shades of pinks and reds that made you say 
“WOW!” I was limited to carrying 10 pounds of rocks in my luggage on my return trip to Houston, TX but, when 
Mr. Kent gave me two great specimens, I now had to arrange to bring these specimens home with me.  In all six 
hours of driving in the area of Cady Mountains, we never saw any other vehicles—until we were leaving and only 
a few miles from the main road, US Highway 15. 

My special thanks go to Bill Depue for letting me join his trip, and to Jim Puckett, who made it all possible. 
John Anderson, The Miner 

From The Backbenders Gazette (newsletter of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society), v. XLVII n. 5, May 2016 

Support hobby collecting in the new Mojave Trails National Monument (including the Cady 
Mountains)  by attending the BLM’s  Desert Advisory Council meeting Saturday October 15th 
Where: UC Riverside Extension Center, Conference Rooms D-E, located at 1200 University Avenue, Riverside.   
Agenda of the public meeting to be posted at http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/info/rac/dac.html when finalized. 

My Rock Tour of 2016 – by Fred Dexling 

Every year I take a tour of places for fossils, colorful rocks, etc.  This year the places I selected were Kemmerer, 

WY, for fossils fish, Immigrant Canyon, NV, for fossil brachiopods, Virgin Valley, NV, for precious opal, and the 

Plush area, OR, for sunstone. 

Off I went. As I was passing Baker, CA, I was very clammy, the air-conditioning was weak and my companion – 

the cat – was panting and crying. I quickly headed back to my house.  As darkness approached my headlights 

were weak and the dash lights were off. I got home using my parking lights. As the result of this disastrous start   

I found the following: the pickup and camper batteries had to be replaced; brake pads had to be replaced;   

air and fuel filter had to be replaced; fan clutch had to be replaced; belt had to be replaced; air -conditioner 

had to be charged. 

After the repairs, I waited for cooler weather up north.  Well, that didn’t happen, so I started on the tour.  

The windows were closed and the air-conditioner was on high.  I felt comfortable and the cat was cold.  She 

curled up in a ball. I’m not going to give road directions; they can be looked up on a map.

I arrived at the fish fossil site early in the morning and paid 

for four hours. Tools were supplied. To find fossils, place the 

plate of rock vertically, place the thin wedge at the end of 

the plate and hit with a hammer. If the plate splits, look at 

the face for fossils. If the plate doesn’t split, quit and attack 

another plate. Very few fossils will be complete. One lucky 

person found a large plate with many fish fossils and had 

even brought a large roll of bubble wrap along to protect it 

back to their home in Colorado.  

The next site I was to visit was Immigrant Canyon, NV, north of I-80, for brachiopod fossils. I followed directions 

from GEM TRAILS OF NEVADA by James R. Mitchell (2002).  On the way I stopped at Wendover at the NV-UT 

border to get a glimpse of the old Wendover air force base.  I drove past a large barn for B-29s that practiced for 

the A-bomb drops on Japanese cities. Stopped for gas and was surprised to see white “plops” on the ground – salt. 

The directions said to turn left from the main highway onto a dirt road. There were many dirt roads, so I took the 

most travelled dirt which turned out to the  wrong road.  I spent the night many miles from the main road with 

heavy pine scent wafting through the camper.  I was going to find the correct road the next day, but the weather 

forecast of 90’s made me head instead to the Virgin valley area for precious opal. 

http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/info/rac/dac.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Knightia_eocaena_FBNM.JPG
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The pay site is closed Wednesday and Thursday so I spent both days at the CCC campground.  The camp has a 

spring producing potable water.  There is a small dammed pond and a shower building.  The showers have no 

shutoff valves and run spring water 24/7 at a temperature in the mid 70’s. I thought that I had a couple days of 

rest and showers: I was wrong – my camper was not insect proof. I woke with horse fly bites on face, elbows, legs 

and ankles. The bites raise huge welts that take about four days to recede.  The ankle bites were vey itchy.     

I found the holes and taped them shut, but the second night I got more bites.  I again taped every likely hole – 

that saved me from any more bites. 

The opal pay site drops about five cubic yards of wet clay on the ground and you have to go through the clay to 

find the opal. The opal is not stable and must be placed in water.  I spent three days at the site with little luck; 

that is the chance one takes.  I have seen brilliant opal coming out of that ground. 

I decided to head to the Oregon sunstone area west of Plush. The highway (140) leading west had signs warning 

of the dangers – horse, antelope, burrows – one could encounter. I saw nothing. There wasn’t even roadkill.  

It was a vast empty. Going west a section is built against a cliff with an 8% downslope and no railing. Any driving 

mistake will add more broken glass to the pile at the bottom of the cliff.   I did not see any circling vultures. 

Further on the road takes a 7% downslope but it is not as terrifying. When I came to the 7% downslope, I found 

that a large herd of cattle was being moved from high summer meadows to low rich meadows: it took some time 

to get past the herd. The cows are semi-wild, so one should not spook them: a cow might charge and put a large 

dent in the vehicle. Some cows were branded and others had ear tags.  I saw one cow with very long eyelashes 

that any woman would envy. 

At Adel I gassed up and bought coffees and cheeseburgers that would be two future meals. While I was sitting in 

the café waiting for my food, in walked two women dressed in western garb and spurs. I didn’t know if the spurs 

were part of a fashion statement or for use: I thought spurs were passé.

I headed to the Dust Devil Mining Co. claim, a pay site 

that is directly opposite the entrance to the BLM public 

sunstone collecting area (28 miles west of Plush). I was 

allowed to park overnight on the claim.  When I asked 

for two belt runs, one of the claim owners, Don Buford, 

told me that the runs weren’t very productive.  They 

had few visitors because of the high temperatures and 

his excavator was down and unable to break new 

ground. But he had some ground left from last year that 

was about enough for two runs. The next morning their 

loading shovel had mechanical problems taking half 

the day to fix, so only one belt run took place, with a 

nice 130 carat rough sunstone being found. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunstone
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The claim owners allow two methods of finding sunstone rough: (1) attack a loose hill of dirt by hand shovel and 

screen – very dusty hard work with little chance of finding a decent piece of rough. You need a huge throughput 

to have a chance for decent rough. (2)The claim owner will dump about 6 shovel loads though a grizzly. Dirt that 

falls though the grizzly is carried to a screen to get rid of the very fine dust.  The dirt is then carried to a rotating 

trommel that has water injected to get rid of any adhering dust.  The dirt is then dropped into a hopper with a 

gate at the bottom where cleaned rocks are dropped onto a rotating continuous belt where your eyes are trained 

to pick up any sunstone rough as it goes by.  One pays for the belt run and for rough that can be faceted.     

Though I had thought to visit some other rock sites in Oregon, the experience of the horse flies made me tired 

and reluctant to go on. I packed everything and headed home. 

For more Information about the places Fred visited 

Warfield Fossil Quarry (pay-dig site): http://www.fossilsafari.com/ 

“Fishing for Fossils in Wyoming”, by Donald Baumgartner: http://www.chicagorocks.org/article_fossilfishing_wy.htm 

http://www.virginvalleyopal.com/index.htm, http://kokopelliopals.com/Fee_Digging.html, http://royalpeacock.com/ 

Charles Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge (CCC campground/showers): https://www.fws.gov/refuge/sheldon/ 

Public Sunstone Collecting Area (BLM): http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/site_info.php?siteid=110 

Dust Devil Mining (pay-dig site): http://www.dustdevilmining.com/ 

“Three Occurrences of Oregon Sunstone” by Duncan Pay, Robert Weldon, Shane McClure, and Kevin Schumacher, in 
Gems & Gemology, Fall 2013, Vol. 49, No. 3: http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/FA13-oregon-sunstone-pay 

What is a Sunstone? 

Sunstone is a gem variety of oligoclase, and a member of the plagioclase feldspars.  Feldspars are aluminous 

silicates. Feldspars are among the most common of minerals but only a few varieties are showy specimens or 

form gem-grade crystals or are valued for lapidary.  

Oregon sunstones can be orange, pink, yellow, green, colorless, bicolor, or “schiller”, and they contain copper 

inclusions which produce adularescence (Schiller Effect) – an internal glow – and they sometimes can exhibit 

dichroism – red to green color shift. Fine Oregon sunstones can be worth more than $1000 per carat. They are 

found in basaltic porphyry (lava flows).  Sunstones treated to create red and green colors have been imported 

from Asia and marketed as “andesine”. 

Sunstones are also collected at Sunstone Knoll in Millard County, Utah.  Loose crystals on the surface will be 

bleached colorless, but yellow sunstones can be dug from the basalt. http://geology.utah.gov/popular/places-to-

go/rock-mineral-collecting-sites/the-rockhounder-sunstones-at-sunstone-knoll-millard-county/ 

          

         

http://www.fossilsafari.com/
http://www.chicagorocks.org/article_fossilfishing_wy.htm
http://www.virginvalleyopal.com/index.htm
http://kokopelliopals.com/Fee_Digging.html
http://royalpeacock.com/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/sheldon/
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/site_info.php?siteid=110
http://www.dustdevilmining.com/
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/FA13-oregon-sunstone-pay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adularescence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dichroism
http://geology.utah.gov/popular/places-to-go/rock-mineral-collecting-sites/the-rockhounder-sunstones-at-sunstone-knoll-millard-county/
http://geology.utah.gov/popular/places-to-go/rock-mineral-collecting-sites/the-rockhounder-sunstones-at-sunstone-knoll-millard-county/
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Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

October 14th, @ 7:00 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

Program:  Septarian Concretions  
presented by Dick & Mary Pat Weber 
Visitors are always welcome!  

Board Meeting (all members invited) 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Delvers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
promoting education in the earth sciences, including the 
study of minerals, gems and fossils and the lapidary arts. 
Founded in 1948, the club was incorporated in 1954 in 
the City of Downey, CA.  Visitors are always welcome at 
our monthly meetings. The Delvers support a scholarship 
for geology students at Cerritos College. 
             https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/ 

And we also can be found at facebook 

The  Delvings newsletter  is published monthly.  
Submissions and suggestions are welcome. Articles and 
photographs not otherwise credited are the responsibility 
of the editor.  Permission to reproduce original material 
published herein will generally be granted, provided that 
the editor is notified and confirms the author's consent, 
and the sense or meaning of the material is not altered. 

Delvings Editor, Andrew Hoekstra: delvings@yahoo.com 

https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

