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October Field Trip to Dobell's Ranch, by Nancy Bird 

Many of you know Robert Burson, the Searchers G & M Soc.’s 

field trip leader. He organized this trip. I have long-time 

friends who live in Concho and they let us use their ranch as 

home base! There were 19 people, and we could take our 

dogs!  

Friday, we went to St. John's to visit a manufacturer of 

polished petrified wood sold at Nat. Parks, mainly in AZ. 

People picked up a lot of polished material there. I got 2 lbs. 

of small tumbled wood at $8/lb. Then we went to a great fish 

fry in Concho, where I meet my Zuni carver friend and picked 

up a conch I had sent him along with some rock. His name is 

Todd Westika, and he is of the Corn Maiden clan. He carved 

a beautiful Corn Maiden into my shell, with sterling silver 

eyebrows and turquoise eyes and mouth. I also brought him 

more rock. https://www.facebook.com/Todd-Westika-Carvings-155214678017202/ 

Saturday, we had arranged with the owner's of Dobell's to drive up to the spot where they dig for the 

wood and leave it sitting all around in about an 1/2 acre sized area: piles of wood for about $.25/lb. 

Some people got such huge pieces it had to be loaded into their trucks with a skip loader! I got two 5 

gal buckets and 3/4 of a crate for $55. I got a lot of small stuff for my garden club talks. My bff, whom 

some of you know, Deborah Rasmussen, got so much she had to make another trip from W. AZ. And 

this wonderful Dobell family fixed us lunch, too. There was a lot of wood bought for the Searcher's 

silent auction at their show.  

On Sunday, we went about 5 miles 

from camp to a dry river bed and found 

compressed wood and agates. Then I 

took a late arrival back to Dobell's and 

then into the Petrified Forest National 

Park to get a new pin for my hat! I had 

been through it at age 12, so it still 

counted.  

https://www.facebook.com/Todd-Westika-Carvings-155214678017202/
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 Shows, Field Trips and Events  

Dec 2 - Jewel Tunnel Imports – 10 AM to 4 PM – all items being sold at half of the marked price 

Dec 2 – The Delvers Holiday Party: Appetizers 4:30-5:30, followed by a great dinner, prizes, and explosive   

(well sort of) entertainment.  RSVP to Chuck at 714 595-3862.  1318 Kroeger Av., Fullerton, Ca. 92831 

Directions:  91 FWY to Raymond-East St exit.  This is the first exit past (east of) the Harbor Blvd. exit. 

Turn left onto Raymond and head north for approximately 2 miles, passing Chapman Ave. and Dorothy Lane. 

Turn left on the first street, Melody Lane, after you pass Dorothy Lane.                                                                

Go west two blocks and turn right on Kroeger Ave. We are the fourth house from the corner. 

Dec 2-3, BARSTOW – SHOW: Mojave Desert Gem & Mineral Society: 841 S. Barstow Road (north of I-15) 

Hours: 10-5. http://www.mdgms.net/gem-show-information---vendor-application.html 

Dec 9-10, RIALTO – SHOW: Orange Belt Mineralogical Society: Near Rialto City Hall, 150 S Palm Ave 

Hours: 9 AM to DUSK. Contact: Jessica Pearson, 909-381-0089. http://obmsrocks.yolasite.com 

Dec 26-30 – Viewing Stone Show, of the California Aiseki Kai, at the Huntington. 10-5 daily, general admission  

Tom Wolfe Minerals annual Holiday open house – 15% discount on everything 

Dec 1 & 8:    5 PM-9 PM                     TOM WOLFE MINERALS                   714-401-9158          

Dec 2 & 9:    9 AM-9 PM                     8725 Palos Verdes Ave.                    tomwolfeminerals@earthlink.net 

Dec 3 & 10: 11 AM-5 PM                    Westminster, CA 92683                   http://www.wolfelapidary.com     

Faceted stones, cabochons, petrified wood, and more 

 

CFMS Camp Zzyzx, March 25-31, 2018 – the application period is open 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/forms10/zzyzx/2018_ZzyzxApplication.pdf 

 

QUARTZITE ROCK SHOWS SCHEDULE - 2018 

Desert Gardens - Gem & Mineral 
January 01 - February 28, 2018  

Prospectors Panorama  
January 01 - January 14, 2017  

Tyson Wells Rock & Gem Show  

January 05 - January 14, 2018  

QIA Pow Wow - Gems, minerals & jewelry  
January 17 - January 21, 2018 

Gold, Treasure & Craft Show  
February 9 - 11, 2018  

https://xpopress.com/showcase/profile/5/quartzsite-showcase-swapmeet 

https://www.desertusa.com/cities/az/quartzsite.html 

http://www.mdgms.net/gem-show-information---vendor-application.html
http://obmsrocks.yolasite.com/
http://huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/calendardetail.aspx?id=20556
http://www.aisekikai.com/index.html
http://huntington.org/
http://www.wolfelapidary.com/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/forms10/zzyzx/2018_ZzyzxApplication.pdf
http://www.desertgardensrvpark.net/DGShowRGMShow.html
http://www.prospectorspanorama.com/
https://www.tysonwells.com/rock---gem-show.html
http://www.qiaarizona.org/POWWOW-Show.html
https://quartzsitegoldshowcom.wordpress.com/
https://xpopress.com/showcase/profile/5/quartzsite-showcase-swapmeet
https://www.desertusa.com/cities/az/quartzsite.html
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General Meeting Minutes for November 10th – none 

The club raised $103.50 at the silent auction. 

 Thanks to all who donated or bid. 

   Board Meeting Minutes for November 10th – none  

Delvers Facebook Page – Andrew Hoekstra 

Judy Belcher is now helping with our club’s Facebook page. Thank you Judy! 

You may have seen her recent posting about a November field trip. The 

Facebook page can have multiple “administrators”, so let me know if you want 

create posts, or to repost things seen elsewhere on Facebook to our page. The 

Delvers page has 69 “likes” or “following” (only a very few are club members). 

CFMS Report 

At the CFMS business meeting, Nov 10-12, Nancy Bird substituted for Guynell 

to represent the Delvers, as well as representing NOCGMS and the Searchers. 

Nancy reports that 58 directors were present to conduct federation business. 

From the Editor’s Desk – Andrew Hoekstra 

No election was held at the November club meeting. No club members have volunteered to replace any 

of the current officers, several of whom wish to step down.  Our treasurer, Doreen Wong, can no longer 

serve because it has become difficult for her to drive at night, and Dale Harwood, who has served in 

various board positions for many years, plans to relocate away from this area next year. 

Our club needs members willing to serve as officers if it is to survive. It is best to recruit new officers 

when their predecessors are still around to train and assist them. Most of our current board members 

have served the club for many years in various positions. New board members can bring new ideas. 

A 501(c)(3) is legally required to have a board, and if no replacements are elected, the “old” board is left 

with legal responsibility for the club. In that case, it may be prudent for them to start the process of 

dissolution, since no-one wishes to remain indefinitely responsible for an organization. 

The current board has not steered the club onto a viable path for its future. Perhaps the board is 

accurately reflecting apathy among the membership. It has been easy to be a member, with token dues, 

sociable meetings, and free door prizes - but is there anything else left to this club? The club cannot 

continue in its current practices, for our spending has far exceeded our revenue. Changes need to be 

made.  It is your club.  What are the purposes of the club?  What do the members want from their club? 

People may ask why they should commit time and energy to the organization, but you should realize 

that the club can only offer what its members themselves contribute. We all have limited time and have 

to choose our priorities. If our members are not interested enough to participate in running the club 

and willing to help with its activities, that is a sign that the club may not be worth saving. 

”For a society or club to exist, it has to have a board and committee chairs. The people who step up to hold an 

office or chair a committee are for the benefit of the society or club. Unfortunately it is the same people who 

continue to be an officer or committee chair and over time these people get tired or burned out. It is nice to just 

be a member but keep in mind each and every one of you have skills that can help grow your society or club. 

The message I am saying is that when your nomination committee asks you to hold an office or the president 

asks you serve as a committee chair, please say yes. I have always believed that holding an office or being a 

committee chair is part of belonging to a society or club. I also know that after holding a position in a society or 

club for many years, it is nice to take a breather and be a helper”. - Margaret Kolaczyk, CFMS President 

President – Fred Dexling 
mdexling@verizon.net 
 562-425-0192 

Vice-President – Nancy Bird 
 nancyjbird@verizon.net 

Treasurer – Doreen Wong 
 doreencpa1@gmail.com 

Secretary – Teresa Taylor 
 teresajeepster@yahoo.com 

Editor – Andrew Hoekstra 
 ajhoekstra@yahoo.com 

Director – Guynell Miller 
 guynellallen@sbcglobal.net 

Director – Dale Harwood 
    310-217-0551 
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GET YOUR CAMPFIRE PERMIT 

Free Campfire Permits are required on Federal lands to build a campfire, use a barbecue or 

use a stove, unless you are in a developed recreation area (campground or picnic area). 

Permits are available free of charge at offices of the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land 

Management, and the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) or online by 

visiting http://www.preventwildfireca.org/ - after watching the video you can print out your permit.  

Permits are valid from the date of issue through the end of the calendar year (Dec 31st). 

Remember that additional regulations governing campfires exist in specific areas as specified by the 

local authorities, and change with weather conditions and the seasons. You are responsible to know 

the current restrictions for the area you are visiting. 

BLM California Fire Restrictions - https://www.blm.gov/programs/public-safety-and-fire/fire-and-

aviation/regional-info/california/fire-restrictions 

When you obtain a Campfire Permit you agree to: 

 Clear all flammable material away from the fire for a minimum of five feet in all directions to prevent escape 
of the fire. Meadows make poor campsite locations as you will destroy sections of the meadow with the 
campfire and the clearance. 

 Have a shovel and ample water available at the campfire site for preparing and extinguishing campfires. 

 Have a responsible person in attendance at all times. Leave the permit with that person and make sure 
they are aware of the terms of the permit. 

 Extinguish the campfire with water every night when going to bed and when breaking camp or leaving for 
any period of time. 

How to Safely Build a Campfire 

Prepare Your Site - Find a level spot away from overhanging branches, brush, or dry grass. Keep away from 
the base of a hill. Escaped fires travel uphill fast. With a shovel, clear a circle 10 feet wide down to bare dirt. 
Hollow out a fire pit 6 inches deep and 2 feet across at the center of the cleared circle. Pile the dirt around the 
fire pit. Keep your fire small. Use existing fire rings where available to reduce the number of disturbed areas 
and damage to soil cover and vegetation. 

Beware of the Duff - Duff is the layer of decomposing wood material that lies on the forest floor between pine 
needles and bare dirt. Many times it may look like dirt, but it isn't. Duff burns, dirt doesn't. It allows even the 
smallest ember to smolder for days, most times underground and unnoticed, until enough heat is built up to 
produce flames. Don't let the duff fool you. 

Attend to Your Fire - Never leave your campfire unattended, even for a few minutes or if you take a nap. 

Drown the Fire - Drown your campfire 1/2 hour before you break camp. Use your shovel to separate the 
burning pieces of wood in the fire pit. 

Stir and Mix - Stir and mix water with the ashes until the fire is out. Don't try to bury the fire under dirt, it can 
smolder for hours and then escape. 

Drown Briquettes - Charcoal briquettes should be extinguished by dumping into a pail of water, mixing 
thoroughly, and then place into the fire pit. 

Feel the Ashes - Feel the ashes to be sure the fire is out. Before you leave the campsite, check the area 
within 50 feet of the fire for sparks or embers that may have escaped. 

It Can Cost You - You will be held liable for the cost of suppression and damages caused by any wildfire that 
starts through negligence on your part. 

Come Prepared - Obtain your campfire permit, bring your shovel, and a pail for water.  In areas where there is 
not a source for water, you must carry in extra water if you plan to have a campfire.  

From the National Forest Service 

http://www.preventwildfireca.org/
https://www.blm.gov/programs/public-safety-and-fire/fire-and-aviation/regional-info/california/fire-restrictions
https://www.blm.gov/programs/public-safety-and-fire/fire-and-aviation/regional-info/california/fire-restrictions
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/passes-permits/?cid=fsbdev3_059516
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Tektite Gold: the Making of a Pendant, by Craig Hazelton 

From the Colorado Mineral Society’s Mineral Minutes, Volume 80, Issue 1, January 2016 

Stone Selection and Pendant Design 
Usually my “pendant process” starts with the selection of the 
stone. Stones of significant beauty, rarity and interesting 
genesis or origin are significant factors in my stone selection 
process. Additionally, the presence of three objects can create 
an intriguing visual array. So… meet the choices: natural 
Moldavite, faceted Libyan Desert Glass and a gold nugget 
(Figure 2). The Moldavite and Libyan Desert glass are 
classified as tektites due to their origin during the release of 
energy during the interaction of a large meteorite with the 
Earth. Terrestrial material (soil, sand and rock) as well as 
extraterrestrial material (meteorite debris) are melted and 
blasted into the air and where it congeals, cools and solidifies 
returning to the ground as a tektite glass. 

The high grade Moldavite from the Czech Republic 
(Besednice location) and has a wonderful green color and 
form. It’s deeply furrowed surface texture is a record of its 
travel through the air (air flow induced grooves and folds), 
and differential stress as the outside solidifies before the core 
during the flight. The Besednice specimens have the best 
preserved surface texture of most Moldavites due to being 
safely deposited in a mud formation some 15 million years ago 
when the meteorite (5,000 feet across) impacted in Germany. 
The stone was procured through a trade for some Mt. Antero phenakite. 

The yellow faceted tektite is Libyan Desert glass from the Sahara Desert. 
This is a rare gem grade (highly transparent and flaw-free) stone cut in 
Russia obtained in an aquamarine pendant deal with Impaktica of Denver 
(an excellent local source of meteorites and tektites). The exact interaction 
between the large extraterrestrial body and the Earth some 26 million 
years ago is interestingly under debate. It is not clear if the meteorite 
impacted the ground or exploded above the surface to create the yellow 
glass. Jewelry legacy note: a carved scarab beetle made of this material was 
found in King Tutankhaten's tomb. 

Elements heavier than oxygen are created during the death of a star much 
larger than our Sun during a giant Super Nova explosion. This is the origin 
of all gold found on Earth. The California gold nugget was obtained in a 
trade for some old US silver dollars. 

The key to visual success with this three-stone design is finding an 
intriguing arrangement. Layout iterations are a fun process for me using 
the drawing feature on my smart phone. Figure 4 shows some of the 
sketches I used to decide on a configuration I liked. Digital sketching has 
proven to be a powerful tool with a customizable stylus, thousands of 
colors, great undo and delete commands, and digital files that allow easy 
manipulation and convenient use on any digital device. 

http://www.coloradomineralsociety.org/newsletters/January2016.pdf
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The arrangement process involved 
drawing and evaluating at least 
five versions of different positions 
and backing shapes. I'm happy 
with the final choice, but it took 
loads more time than I anticipated 
to come up with an arrangement 
that I really liked. 

During the Open Studios show, I 
shared the Boulder Metalsmithing 
Association studio space with four 
other artists whose work 
incorporated of lot of amazing 
metalwork that definitely inspired 
the final design of this pendant 
(thanks guys!). The inspiration is 
manifested by a rough finish on 
the silver and curved copper end 
caps overlaying the silver to create 

vertical boundary and visual texture. The circular patterns on the copper 
are inspired by the Universe that made the three stones. 

The final design spec is in Figure 5. Basic ingredients are seen with the design sketch, faceted Libyan 
Desert Glass dimensions and yes, trigonometry. Still an engineer, I work well when I can manipulate 
dimensions to know where I want to go. 

Pendant Fabrication 

The assembly and fabrication were performed at my 
personal studio in Lafayette. The stones and hidden-
on-the-back bale (for the neck chain are all mounted 
on 20 gage sterling silver sheet to providing a durable 
foundation for the settings. Each stone required a 
different setting technique. The gold nugget was 
soldered directly to the silver backing, a straight 
forward and easy technique. 

To mount the Moldavite, I soldered two pins to the 
silver and drilled blind holes in the stone that mated 
with the pins allowing it to be placed on and be supported by the pins (Figure 6). Epoxy was then used 
to permanently adhere the stone to the pins. This process I consider to be of medium difficultly. 

The most difficult fabrication procedure, by far, was the construction of the prong setting for the 
Libyan tektite using 14/20 yellow gold filled wire (wire with a center of brass and a thick cladding of 
gold over the brass, Figure 7). The basic approach was to model the geometry of a pre-fabricated prong 
finding, and use the knowledge gained from the excellent prong setting class that I attended at BoMA a 
few months earlier. 

Using the results from my calculations and a drill press, I was able to drill four holes to position the 
prongs at the proper angle and location (Figure 8). The prongs fit tightly in the holes holding them in 
place during soldering. After the soldering (Figures 9 and 10), notches to hold the stone were created by 
filing and then the prongs were polished on a buffing wheel with masking tape covering the silver 
backing to preserve its rough texture. 
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After the prong job, I felt like I could do anything! A quick soldering of 
the gold nugget, pins for the Moldavite and copper end plates to the 
textured sterling silver (Figure 11) got me ready for stone setting. 

Not exactly "Boom Done", but it worked and I will do it again. This 
custom prong technology/technique will allow me to use large faceted 
stones of any shape or size in my pendants, something I have been 
wanting to do. Even though I do a lot of lapidary (jade carving, cab 
grinding, etc.), my faceted stones are all purchased from other artisans.  

I hope this article will help other jewelry artists with 
technique and inspiration for their own creations. Possibly 
everyone else at least found it interesting. Maybe it will 
even inspire someone to start learning how to make 
jewelry. Jewelry art is a wonderful way to use, treasure and 
appreciate the amazing stones nature and the Universe 
have produced. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Mineral Minutes, V 80, # 1, January 2016,  
 the bulletin of the Colorado Mineral Society 

Craig Hazelton is a jewelry artist in Lafayette, CO doing 
original lapidary stonework, unique silver smithing and 
jade carving for his company Rock Out! . He likes to look 
for rocks to work on too. 
craig.hazelton@hotmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/RockOutbyCraig/ 
http://www.rockygems.com/store/c20/Rock_Out!.html 

 

http://www.coloradomineralsociety.org/newsletters/January2016.pdf
http://www.coloradomineralsociety.org/newsletters/January2016.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/RockOutbyCraig/
http://www.rockygems.com/store/c20/Rock_Out!.html


Delvers Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. - mailing address: 1001 West Lambert Rd. #18, La Habra, CA 90631-1378 

Delvers Gem & Mineral Society 

DELVINGS, c/o A. Hoekstra, editor 

16643 Chicago Ave. 

Bellflower, CA 90706 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

December  
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

No regular meeting in December  
 HOLIDAY PARTY DECEMBER 2ND  
 At the P ierce’s. RSVP required.  

Board Meeting (all members invited) 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Delvers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
promoting education in the earth sciences, including the 
study of minerals, gems and fossils and the lapidary arts. 
Founded in 1948, the club was incorporated in 1954 in 
the City of Downey, CA.  Visitors are always welcome at 
our monthly meetings. The Delvers support a scholarship 
for geology students at Cerritos College. 
             https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/ 

And we also can be found at Facebook 

The  Delvings newsletter  is published monthly.  
Submissions and suggestions are welcome. Articles and 
photographs not otherwise credited are the responsibility 
of the editor.  Permission to reproduce original material 
published herein will generally be granted, provided that 
the editor is notified and confirms the author's consent, 
and the sense or meaning of the material is not altered. 

Delvings Editor, Andrew Hoekstra: delvings@yahoo.com 

https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

