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August 10 t h:  California ’s Gemstone 

Peter German will show some of his collection, including specimens of tourmaline and benitoite. 

Benitoite is a rare mineral, and gem benitoite occurs only in California. It was first described in 

1907 from a locality near the headwaters of the San Benito River. Blue benitoite fluoresces blue 

under short wave UV, while the rarer clear to white crystals fluoresce red under long wave UV. 

Crystals are usually tabular dipyramidal, but rare five and six-pointed crystals occur. Benitoite is a 

barium titanium silicate. In San Benito County, it is found on natrolite within glaucophane schist 

in serpentine rocks. Associated minerals include neptunite, joaquinite, and albite. There is fee 

collecting at the California State Gem Mine (reviews here), also known as the Dallas Mine or the 

Benitioite Mine. Fine specimens of benitoite and associated minerals need special preparation. 

 

Benitoite, the California State Gem 

Dallas Gem Mine, San Benito Co., CA. 

Chuck Houser Collection. Courtesy of Rob 

Lavinsky, iRocks.com, at Wikimedia.com  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natrolite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blueschist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serpentinite
https://www.mindat.org/min-2883.html
https://www.mindat.org/min-2099.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albite
http://www.calstategemmine.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32227-d10432960-r482360686-California_State_Gem_Mine-Coalinga_California.html
https://collectorsedge.com/pages/benitoite-gem-mine
https://collectorsedge.com/pages/benitoite-gem-mine
http://www.benitoite.com/benitoite/klean1.shtml
https://www.mindat.org/loc-3531.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benitoite-49605.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benitoite-49605.jpg
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Taps from the Gavel 

Hello, with a sincere wish to all who read the Delvings that you will come visit us at our next 

meeting on Aug. 10th.  Our July meeting brought back guests that had visited us before. We had an in-

house demonstration, done by Miss Teresa Taylor. Well known in her community and by her close 

friends as a talented jewelry designer, Teresa gave us a talk/demonstration that revealed some of the 

carefully hidden secrets and tricks she uses in the design and creation of her prized jewelry collection.  

Every one of our meetings brings surprises to our guests and to our attending members. We also 

enjoyed some refreshments and gave away some fine door prizes.  Thank you to those who were 

inspired to bring food and refreshments to the meeting. We never assign responsibilities to anyone in 

that aspect of our meetings but someone always seems to bring something.  Whether it is fruits from a 

back yard, home-made treats, or something picked up on the way, we always seem to be blessed with a 

tasty snack or sometimes what turns out to be a feast. I personally will be showing my collection in 

progress of some California gem stones that I have collected either at shows, digs, as gifts or in the 

field.  Among some of the specimens will be Tourmaline and our state gemstone Benitoite. I hope to see 

many at our next meeting.   

            Best Wishes to all – Peter German, President, Delvers Gem & Mineral Society 

       Minutes of the May 11th Board/General Meetings – Teresa Taylor 

We discussed business cards again - we like the idea, and a few were passed around from Dale's stock, 

only we decided to update the design and add the club website address. Guynell volunteered to work 

printing the cards. The board was doubtful about holding a show at the Arboretum, so we will move on, 

and consider returning to our last show space at the Elks. There are some things to discuss: what we 

want to change, how much parking we will be allowed, and mostly we need sign/s to direct people. 

After we have our ideas together we can make an appointment to talk to the venue representatives. A 

set of guidelines would be helpful, for the sake of getting what we need and cutting costs. Our 

president Peter German has volunteered to take on the task: thank you Pete! 

For Sunshine Report, Dale's eye is ok, but still a little bit fuzzy - I hope you recover fully with time Dale; 

I will send a prayer your way.  At the July meeting there were 20 members and 3 guests present.     

FIELD TRIPS 

August 25, Palos Verdes - Barite, Mineralogical Society of SoCal: Rudy Lopez, programs@mineralsocal.org 

October 6-7, Hawthorne, Nevada - Minerals, CFMS-North: Jim Barton, geologistl@surewest.net 

PROGRAMS 

August 7, Enamel Jewelry, by Marianne Hunter, at The Southbay Lapidary and Mineral Society  
6:30 PM, Torrance Public Library, 3301 Torrance Blvd, Torrance  

August 14 – The Jeweler’s Bench explained, by Lothar Vallot, at The Searchers Gem & Mineral Society 

7 PM, Anaheim Downtown Community Center, 250 East Center St., Anaheim 

August 21 – How Exotic Gemstones are changing the Jewelry Industry, by Renee Newman, at the Pasadena 
Lapidary Society, 6:30 PM, Pasadena Central Library, 285 E Walnut St., Pasadena 

 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/fieldtrps/y2018/FT1018_CFMS_FTNorth_HawthorneNV.pdf
http://www.hunter-studios.com/
http://southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com/
http://www.searchersrocks.org/
https://pasadenalapidary.org/
https://pasadenalapidary.org/
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ROCK AND GEM SHOWS

August 3-5, Nipomo 

Orcutt Mineral Society 

Nipomo High School, 525 Thompson Avenue 

Hours: Fri-Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 -4 

Sylvia Nasholm, 805-481-0923, sylviandon@cs.com 

http://www.omsinc.org 

 

September 15-16, Chico 

CFMS Convention at the 

Feather River Lapidary & Mineral Society 

Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, 2357 Fair St. 

Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 

http://www.featherriverrocks.org/show  
 

 

 

Brad’s Bench Tips 

SAWING  SMALL  TUBING  

When making a hinged bracelet, I needed to cut 16 pieces of small 
diameter silver tubing. These were to be just approximate lengths 
and trimmed to final size after soldering.  Not having a tube cutter, I 
had trouble holding the tubing on the bench pin while trying to saw 
through it. 

So here's what I did. I drilled a hole in the side of the bench pin just 
large enough for the tubing to slide into and almost as deep as the 
length of cut tubing I wanted.  Sawing became quick and easy. With 
my free hand, I inserted the tubing and held it from rotating while 
sawing off each length. 
 

SECRET  INGREDIENT 

Those of us who use paste solders sometimes find an old tube has 
dried out. There should be some way to recondition it, but what to 
use? Calling tech support at the suppliers didn't work for me. Either 
they don't know what the ingredient is or won't tell you the secret. 

None of us likes to waste an expensive material, especially at $16 - 
20 a tube, so I've often experimented with ways to rejuvenate it. 
Mixing in a liquid flux doesn't work. When the liquid starts to boil off, 
it spatters the solder in all directions. 

But after several failed experiments I finally found a way that does 
work. My secret ingredient is vaseline petroleum jelly. Mix in just enough to restore the consistency to 
something that's usable. If you use too much, the lump of solder will flow over a wide area as soon as the 
torch starts heating it. 

If your solder is in a syringe, it can be a little difficult to get the plunger out. I find the easiest way is to poke a 
hole through the solder from the tip to the rubber plunger (a bur shaft was the right size for my tube). The 
hole allows air to enter between the solder and the plunger, allowing the plunger to be slowly withdrawn. 
Once the solder is out of tube, you can easily add the Vaseline, mix it up, and spoon it back into the syringe. 

 
Pick Up a Few New Jewelry Skills With Brad's "How To Do It" Books 
           http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  
  

http://www.omsinc.org/
http://www.featherriverrocks.org/show
http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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         Website:  http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/   
    

   And we also can be found at Facebook  
 

              email: delvings@yahoo.com   
 

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

August 10th, @ 7:00 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

 Program:  Cal i fornia Gemstones   
presented by Peter German 

Visitors are always welcome  
Board Meeting (all members invited) 6:30 PM 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

