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Click here to see more photos in 
Lisbet Thoresen’s Presentation 
Preserving Habitat for 
Rockhounds in the Mojave 
Desert 
Click here to read Lisbet’s 
Selected Resources for 
Rockhounds 
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 “Sleeping Beauty” or “Sidewinder” Agate from the Cady Mountains 

& Cady Moss Agate 

 

November  9 t h program:  S i lent  Auct ion  –  br ing  donat ions  and  money  

Now is the time of year to select a board for 2019, and we need volunteers! 

http://www.sdmg.org/pdf/public-lands/Thoresen_Hi-Desert_Museum_20180920_fin.pdf
http://www.sdmg.org/pdf/public-lands/thoresen_rockhound_resources_201810.pdf
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Taps from the Gavel 

Hello to all.  I hope no one got confused about our last meeting.  Anyway, the next meeting is going to 

be at its regularly scheduled time, the second Friday of November.  

TRONA: For those of you I saw at the Trona event on the 13th and the 14th of October, you all helped 

this event to be fun.  It was a lot of hard work, but also very fun.  There was plenty of Hanksite to 

collect and the Pink Halite was being carried away in huge chunks.  The Hanksite could be found as 

small as 1/4 in. and as large as 6 in. single crystals. There were many larger clumped together specimens 

and assorted shapes being discovered by many.  The pink halite was being found in sizes of minute 

crystal forms, up to slabs covered with clumps of cubed crystals that got as big as 1 1/2 in.  It was said 

that the average number of participants per event was 300.  It seemed like much more.  There were 

small children as well as older adults, digging splashing hammering and discovering.  There were 

people dressed in full rubber suits and I think I even saw a couple of bikinis out there.  There was more 

than enough collecting material for everyone.  As I watched the steady flow of crystals and muck fly out 

of that 10 in. pipe at the blow hole site, I spotted a crystal that I would try to run and grab when the ok 

was given but I soon was awakened to the fact that 2 - 3 additional passes would be made, covering 

everything that I had picked out.   The OK was given and in less than 3 seconds the whole area was 

filled with hundreds of people bent over hurriedly filling their buckets and containers with Hanksite 

crystals.  The pink halite collecting was much different and I think took a bit more knowledge and 

much more work in most cases.  Some chose to stay in the dryer areas to collect and others went to 

collect in 2 to 4 ft. deep pools of brine. It appeared to me that the better crystals were being pulled from 

the areas where water was present.   I also visited the Gem show and walked out with less money in my 

pocket.  The camping was fun with fireside discussions and visits from the other Delver members that 

attended the Trona event. I believe we all had fun. 

Sincerely, Peter German, Pres., Delvers G/M Society 

Minutes of the October 5th Board/General Meetings – Teresa Taylor & A. Hoekstra 

The October meeting was held one week early to accomadate club members travelling to Trona the 

next weekend. Thirteen members and no guests were present. Guynell Miller gave a report on the 

CGMS business meeting held in September. Members present approved the suggestion that we make a 

reservation for our holiday dinner, but Chuck & Casey Pierce have volunteered to host the party, so it 

will again be at their house (see top of the next page for more information).  Andrew announced that we 

are invited to Jewell Tunnel on October 27th and that information will be emailed. The club needs 

volunteers to fill vacant board positions, including treasurer & vice-president, for 2019 - please help!  

Several members brought “freebies” for everyone, including pomegranites from Pete and Teresa, 

tumbled stones from Robert Winklepleck, and dravite (tourmaline) from Powers Farm, Pierrepont, NY, 

from Dale Harwood.  Show and Tell included quartz points collected in the San Bernardino Mountains 

by Kathy Sok and Karen Ellis, a pendant made by Teresa, and minerals from Colorado, mostly self-

collected by Dale Harwood: amazonite, smoky quartzes, including from the Jackpot Mine in Cripple 

Creek, zircons, thomsonite from Table Mountain, blue barite from Stoneham, and a selenite rose from a 

site in Colorado Springs that is now buried under a McDonald’s restaurant. 

http://www.geologicdesires.com/fieldcollectingnewyorkststepowersfarmpierrepontnewyork.htm
https://www.mindat.org/forum.php?read,105,307035,307035
https://www.mindat.org/loc-44530.html
https://www.mindat.org/loc-44530.html
http://davealex.com/earthfire/north-table-mountain-zeolites/
https://collectorsedge.com/pages/the-stoneham-barite-locality-stoneham-colorado
https://www.minfind.com/mineral-553105.html
https://www.minfind.com/mineral-553105.html
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Delvers Holiday Party, Saturday December 8 th in Fullerton 
Chuck and Casey Pierce are again offering to host our party . Hurrah!  

1318 Kroeger Av., Fullerton.  Appetizers 4:40-5:30 PM, Dinner 5:30 PM. Cost: $15, youth $7.50. 

Menu to feature prime rib, salmon, Yorkshire pudding and other holiday delights. Notify Chuck of any dietary 
restrictions. Guests are welcome. Map and directions at the Nov. meeting and in the Dec. Delvings. 

 Sign up at the Nov. meeting, or RSVP by 12/03: 714-595-3862, charliepierce48@hotmail.com   

FIELD TRIPS 
November 3-4, Calico Mountains, Yermo. Whittier & Pasadena G&MS. Meet 8:30 AM Nov. 3rd at the Baymont 
Hotel (previously the Oaktree Inn), 35450 Yermo Rd. Leader: Joe Goetz, 626-260-7239 (call or text) 

November 9-11, Wiley’s Well Campout, Blythe. Conejo & Oxnard G&MS (note: trip depends on the weather). 
Contacts Chuck Borchard, chuck.cgmctrips@gmail.com & Adrian Ruiz, 805-512-3383, pebpupdad@gmail.com 

November 22-25, Afton Canyon. Whittier & Pasadena G&MS. Leader: Joe Goetz, 626-260-7239 (call or text) 

ROCK AND GEM SHOWS    

November 3-4, Ridgecrest, CA 
Indian Wells Gem and Mineral Society 
Desert Empire Fairgrounds 
520 South Richmond Road 
Hours: 9-5 Daily 
Contact: John DeRosa, 760-375-7905 
Email: jfrocks@dslextreme.com 
https://indianwells.weebly.com/gem--mineral-show.html 

November 17-18, Oxnard, CA 
Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society 
Oxnard Performing Arts Center 
800 Hobson Way 
Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 
Contact: Stephanie Hagiwra, 805-394-8002 
Email show_info@oxnardgem.com 
http://oxnardgem.com/home/gem-show/ 

 

November 3-4, Anaheim, CA 
American Opal Society 
Business Expo Center 
1960 S Anaheim Way 
Hours: Sat 10-6 & Sun 10-5 
Contact: Veronica Purpura 714-501-9959 
Email: info@opalsociety.org 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 

December 1-2, Barstow, CA 
Mohave Desert Gem & Mineral Society 
Cora Harper Fitness Center 
841 S Barstow Road 
Hours: 10-5 Daily 
Contact: Danny Walls, 760-373-1309 
Email: dvwatts@msn.com 
http://www.mdgms.net/gem-show-information---
vendor-application.html

 November 9-11, Costa Mesa. WEST COAST GEM & MINERAL SHOW. New Location 

Hilton Orange County, 3050 Bristol Street, Costa Mesa (south of the 405 Fwy). Free, but parking is $5 
 

CFMS Camp Zzyzx, March 24-31, 2019. Application period opens November 1st (space fills up quickly) 
Download an application at http://www.cfmsinc.org/ESStudies/2019_ZzyzxRegistration.pdf 

 

Delvers 2018 Officers and Directors  
President                 Peter German         424-201-9308  peter.german@lacity.org  
Vice President          Nancy Bird             562-697-0636  nancyjbird@verizon.net  
Secretary                 Teresa Taylor         562-208-2179  tteresajeepster@yahoo.com  
Editor & Treasurer   Andrew Hoekstra   562-584-3190  ajhoekstra@yahoo.com  
Director                   Guynell  Mi l ler        310-413-4671  guynellal len@sbcglobal.net  
Director                   Dale Harwood        310-217-0551 

https://indianwells.weebly.com/gem--mineral-show.html
http://oxnardgem.com/home/gem-show/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
http://www.mdgms.net/gem-show-information---vendor-application.html
http://www.mdgms.net/gem-show-information---vendor-application.html
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ESStudies/2019_ZzyzxRegistration.pdf
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Field Trip to Davis Creek/Lassen Creek July 26 –  29, 2018 

By Dick Pankey, Field Trip Leader and a user of our Public Lands - From the October 2018 CFMS newsletter

What do you have when you combine 78 rockhounds 

from all over California with the premier Californian 

obsidian collecting area with an abundance of a great 

variety of beautiful sheen obsidian? You have the 

CFMS Field Trip-North's field trip to the Davis 

Creek/Lassen Creek area in the Warner Mountains of 

far northeast California. The Contra Costa M&GS 

hosted this field trip for Jim Barton, the CFMS FT-N 

Chairman, to collect the abundant and beautiful 

obsidian of Buck Mtn. Due to the large size of our 

group Jim and I shared the responsibilities of leading 

to the 4 designated collecting sites: Middle Fork Davis 

Creek, Needles, Pink Lady and Rainbow Mine. We had 

a total of 78 members and guests from 19 CFMS 

societies from as far away as San Diego and El Centro. 

What a great turnout! 

Betty and I arrived at the turnoff from Hwy 395 late on 

Wednesday afternoon where I put out the first of the 

orange paper plates to guide our attendees to the 

Lassen Creek Campground. At the end of our 12 

hour/400 mile drive we parked our trailer near the 

entrance to the campgrounds ready to welcome the 

expected attendees. We expected most people to arrive 

starting on Thursday, but about a dozen or so were 

already in camp when we got there. Thursday morning 

Betty and I took our customary drive to check out the 

roads and collecting sites so that there would be no 

surprises on our 3 collecting days. On Thursday 

afternoon I set up a “Sign In” table; there are a lot of 

administrative details for an event like this. I had a 

"Camp Sign In" to find out who was with us and where 

they were from; "Waiver of Liability Form for 

insurance purposes; and the "Free Use Permit" that 

gives us permission to collect. Most of our group 

camped at the Lassen Creek CG in trailers, 

motorhomes, vans, pickup trucks, and tents. Several of 

our group "Moteled It" in Alturas. The weather was 

sunny and great the whole 5 days; cool nights, 

beautiful mornings, warm afternoons and evenings. 

Most of our attendees were experienced collectors that 

had been on many field trips. But we also had a lot of 

people and families that this was their first, big, multi-

day event and were not sure what to expect. FAQ'S: 

What tools should I bring? Where are the toilets? 

What should I bring to a potluck or happy hour? Can I 

get a ride to the collecting sites? How will I know what 

to collect? All good questions. And I tried my best to 

provide good answers. On day 1 the new-bees were 

easy to recognize but by Saturday everyone was an 

experienced field tripper. On Thursday afternoon a 

nice looking newer camper van pulled in and picked 

out a place to park. When she came over to sign in is 

when I met Patt. She had been a rockhound for less 

than 2 years and this was her first big, multi-day trip 

and she was attending by herself. Oh, and by the way 

she was only 92 years old! I am sure she was the oldest 

participant. Because her van was not suitable for the 

FS roads, Patt road with me to the collecting sites. 

Our first day of collecting was on Friday. About 8:00 

AM I rang my big cow bell to call the anxious obsidian 

collectors together to get the information for the day's 

activities. We formed 2 lines of vehicles on either side 

of the road one behind my truck and one line behind 

Jim's truck. Without a lot of direction nor guidance the 

group divided themselves pretty equally behind our 

trucks; there were approximately 18 vehicles in each 

caravan. On Friday Jim led his caravan to the Pink 

Lady and the Needles sites and I led my group to the 

Middle Fork Davis Creek site. Then on Saturday we 

flip-flopped. On Sunday I led the group to the 

Rainbow site which is only a mile from camp. At 8:30 

AM, SHARP, Jim's group headed out. When they 

cleared camp I led my group out from camp. We get 

an early start because these first 3 sites are about an 

hour's drive away when caravanning and it gets hot in 

the afternoon. By about 1:00 we start our trek towards 

Camp by way of the Davis Creek Mercantile where we 

can get ice-cream, snacks and food, expensive gas, and 

best of all toilets with doors. On the way back to camp 

there is a road cut just off of Hwy 395 north of Davis 

Creek where we find Apache Tears and "stubby 

needles". 

Everywhere you go on Buck Mtn and this area of the 

Warner Mtn you can find obsidian in a great variety of 

colors, sheens, patterns, shapes and textures. The 4 

designated dig sites are the main attraction. As the 

classic rockhound saying goes “dig where others have 

dug.” And that is true at the Middle Fork Davis Creek, 

Needles, Pink Lady and Rainbow Mine sites. There are 

many pits to choose from and it is just a matter of 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/newsletter/news2018/010newsOct18.pdf
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choosing one and start digging. Good obsidian is often 

showing in the pits which is a good sign. When 

collecting sheen obsidian good sunlight, and proper 

orientation is important. I found many good pieces 

that were thrown away by inexperienced diggers in 

their discard piles. I spent time showing new people 

how to “window” (knock off a chip) and orient the 

obsidian to find the sheen. Soon with a little practice 

they were finding the good obsidian in the discard 

piles also. Most people that were digging were finding 

baseball to football size pieces but a few 75 to 100 plus 

pound pieces were found. Most of the sheen obsidian 

at the Middle Fork Davis Creek is multi-colored red, 

blue and green-blue. Some grey sheen and “wood 

grained,” grey obsidian can be found. At the Rainbow 

Mine much of the sheen obsidian is a striking, vivid 

blue, but vivid green and purple can be found. Silver 

Sheen and some gold sheen is prevalent. The Needles 

site has some really interesting material. 

As the name indicates the obsidian found here are 

“slivers” of obsidian ranging is size from a sewing 

needle size to 10 inches long to 20 inches long pieces. 

Needles are dug commercially and by rockhounds to 

make delicate wind chimes. At the Needles site you 

can also find mahogany obsidian and nodules that 

contain various colors of sheen. The commercial 

diggers are only after the larger, longer needles and are 

happy to give away the mahogany obsidian and 

nodules. 

Obsidian collecting in this forest is now restricted to 

only the 4 sites designated in the Free Use Permit and 

that collecting (i.e. picking up) any obsidian, anywhere 

else in the forest and roads is prohibited. The FUP 

gives you permission to collect 100 pounds of obsidian 

over a 2 week period and you are allowed to get 5 

permits a year. Prior to 2015 you were allowed to 

collect 500 pounds of obsidian from the 4 designated 

dig sites and surface collect every place else in the 

Warner Mtn. The reason given for the new restrictions 

was for "cultural sensitivity". This is a drastic change 

from the previous way that obsidian collecting was 

managed. 

There is more to an event like this than the obsidian. It 

is the people we meet and get to know. It is the happy 

hours and talking together; making new friends. It is 

the wonderful potluck we shared On Saturday evening 

we had a marvelous potluck dinner. I rang the dinner 

bell about 5:45 and people showed up with their table, 

chairs and the food to share. Soon we filled 5 serving 

table with meat dishes, a variety of salads, vegetable 

dishes and desserts, desserts, desserts. I lost count at 

65 for the people that attended. There was so much 

great food. Rockhounds are great cooks. 

On Friday evening 3 USFS personnel came out to our 

camp. Chris Bielecki, who manages the obsidian 

program, spoke about the history and current status of 

the Free Use Permit and the process to establish it and 

the collecting regulations for the National Forest. Sally 

Carter who helped with the Special Use Permit and the 

Free Use Permits for our event, talked to us about the 

purpose of 

Special Use Permits and how they are used. Mylo 

Grote is an intern who gave us a fascinating talk about 

the history of the area. It is always beneficial for us to 

get to know USFS personnel and for them to get to 

know us as people and as users of the Public Lands. 

As part of our CFMS FT-N trip we conducted a cleanup 

of the 4 designated collecting sites, the Lassen Creek 

Campground and the FS roads that we drove on to the 

digs. I have led and attended many trips to this area 

since 1991 and the area shows the signs of responsible 

rockhounds: No (or at least extremely little) litter or 

trash. We have conducted cleanups of this area in the 

past with similar results. 78 rockhounds spent 4 days 

driving the roads, hours at the collecting sites and they 

found negligible trash. But we did find a lot of 

obsidian. We can be proud of ourselves; we have been 

practicing "Leave No Trace " and "Pack It In/Pack It 

Out". The little trash that we did find was piled behind 

my truck during the 4 days of our field trip to make 

room in our trucks for all of the obsidian that we 

collected. On Monday morning at the conclusion of 

our event I loaded the collected trash for transport to 

the USFS office in Alturas. Even though the amount of 

trash and litter was small we left the area cleaner than 

when we arrived which is always a good feeling. 

It was hard to write a report like this. There was so 

much I wanted to tell you about our event but there 

just isn't enough room in the CFMS Newsletter. My 

parting thought--It was Great! Thank you Jim for 

asking me to lead this trip. 

 

 

 

 

Photos and more about Davis Creek Obsidian: 

http://www.mineralmuseum.eu/california-

rainbow-obsidian-is-a-pure-marvel-photos/ 

http://www.mineralmuseum.eu/california-rainbow-obsidian-is-a-pure-marvel-photos/
http://www.mineralmuseum.eu/california-rainbow-obsidian-is-a-pure-marvel-photos/


Delvers G&MS Editor 

16643 Chicago Ave. 

Bellflower, CA 90706 
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         Website:  http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/   
    

   And we also can be found at Facebook  
 

              email: delvings@yahoo.com   
 

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

November 9th, @ 7:00 PM 
 at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

 Program: Silent Auction   
(Bring donations and money) 

Visitors are Always Welcome 

Board Meeting (all members invited) 6:30 PM 

 

http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

