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A Field Trip to the Oceanview Mine, in the Time of Covid -19 –  by Dale Harwood 

I was out at the Nevada Mineral and Book store on June 4th, talking with the owner Walt Lombardo 

about a field trip he was to lead June 7th to the Oceanview Mine in Pala, when Guynell Miller and 

Charles Walker walked into his shop. After talking with Walt, all three of us decided to sign-up for his 

trip. So on Sunday, Guynell, Charles and I met and car-pooled down to Pala in Charles’ pickup. We met 

with Walt and the rest of the participants, about 18 people in all, and drove up to the Oceanview Mine. 

Guynell and Charles sifted and washed mine dump material for the various minerals, which include 

schorl and elbaite (tourmalines), beryl (variety aquamarine), spodumene (both ordinary and variety 

kunzite), mica (both muscovite and lepidolite), quartz (clear and smoky), and feldspar (both albite and 

orthoclase). What they found was “thumbnail” to “miniature” (1/4” to 3”) in size. Guynell in particular 

really got into it and was very dirty by the time she was done; Charles kept a bit cleaner. 

I myself spent most of the time talking with the mine owners about the geology, minerals, and their 

mining methods. Walt and I also went around identifying the minerals people were finding. An 

advantage of joining Walt on one of his trips is that the owners will take you underground to see the 

workings where the gem pockets have been found (but no collecting there). I had been looking forward 

to this. Unfortunately, this day the mine had water in some of the drifts and it was felt unsafe to take 

visitors underground. We were kind of disappointed, but these things happen. 

Guynell supplied lunch and as we sat eating we discussed our finds so far. The mine owners have 

converted two storage trailers into a gift shop, restrooms, and office space, and there is a shaded area 

with tables and benches to eat and rest. 

The owners of the Oceanview Mine also own the Pala Chief and the Elizabeth R. mines which adjoin 

each other. Among the rare minerals found in the Pala District is amblygonite – a lithium aluminum 

phosphate which is massive, white in color, and might be confused with massive quartz or feldspar. The 

owners had recently found a pod of amblygonite in the Elizabeth R. Mine while following the 

pegmatite. I asked if I could get some samples for my collection: not only did I get them, but one of the 

owners took me to the Elizabeth R. and led me underground to collect the amblygonite, so I got to 

examine a portion of the workings.  I went home with about ten pounds of amblygonite and also 

samples of lepidolite mica from the same workings. After returning to the Oceanview Mine site, I was 

shown a rock sample with a yellow coating in areas. This I identified as a rare bismuth carbonate 

mineral called beyerite. I asked if they had a smaller sample for testing, but instead I was given the 

entire sample. So now I have a fine sample of beyerite from the Pala Chief Mine. 

Meanwhile, Guynell and Charles had been working at sifting material, looking for more specimens. The 

weather was clear and in the 70’s. We stopped work about 3 PM. I also bought thirty pounds of 

lepidolite mica for resale at shows (it sells for about $3 per pound); some of the chunks are large enough 

for cutting or sphere-making. We thanked Walt and the mine owners for the fun time we had and left 

for home. I think Guynell and Charles enjoyed themselves and were quite happy with the specimens 

they found. I know I got my money’s worth, as I now have ten pounds of amblygonite, and had gotten 

to go underground to collect it. 

If you haven’t been to the Oceanview Mine, it is worth the time and fee ($75) to visit. If you do go, talk 

to Walt Lombardo at Nevada Mineral and Book Company: it is more fun to go as part of a group. But 

you can go by yourself. So, as you can see, even during Covid-19 you can still go on a field trip: by 

yourself, or even more fun with good friends. 

https://www.minbooks.net/
https://www.oceanviewmine.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amblygonite
https://www.mindat.org/loc-10921.html
https://www.mindat.org/min-654.html
https://www.palachiefmine.com/page0/index.html
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Taps From the Gavel 

 

Hello fellow Delvers, 

It looks like we are going to be able to have our next meeting on July 

10th at 7:00 pm. We will all have to abide by the Covid-19 requirements 

and wear masks and social distance and clean up after we are done. The 

kitchen will not be available to us as well. We will brew coffee and bring 

it to meeting. You can bring your own bottled water to drink. In the 

meantime, I have snuck out to the desert a couple times to map out a 

couple field trips we can do in the future. I will bring some material to 

show you all at our next meeting. Until then stay safe and healthy and 

looking forward to seeing you all. 

Your President, 

Marvin Belcher  

 

  

Minutes: no board meeting or general meeting in June, due to LA County’s Stay-at-Home Order  

Let’s congratulate Dale, four time past president and club mineral expert, on his 72nd birthday! 

 

SHOWS, PROGRAMS, AND EVENTS 

July 4-5 - Roseville Rock Rollers, @the Grounds, 700 Event Center Drive.    http://www.rockrollers.com/show.html 

Hours: Sat 10-5; Sun 10-4.    Contact: James Hutchings, 916-995-7380, jhutchings22@hotmail.com   

  Davis Creek Obsidian re-opened for collecting (news release, May 26, 2020) 

The US Forest Service is again allowing individuals to collect Warner Mountain obsidian, with a permit, in the 

Modoc National Forest:  Every personal-use collector will be required to obtain a permit at the Modoc National 

Forest Headquarters at 225 West Eighth Street in Alturas, CA. The permits will be valid for two Calendar Days 

at any of the four collecting areas. There will be an overall limit of 25 permits total per day for Middle Fork 

Davis Creek, Rainbow/Lassen Creek, Pink Lady and Needles. Collectors will be limited to two five-gallon buckets 

and will be asked to show identification and vehicle information to obtain a permit. The Middle Fork Davis 

Creek will be walk-in only, as this is the area receiving the most pressure and damage. (Contact: 530-233-8713) 

The opening date for the 2020 collecting season to be announced, when the stay-at-home orders are lifted 

Modoc National Forest website: https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/modoc/passes-permits/forestproducts  

Press Release: https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/modoc/news-events/?cid=fseprd746578  

Modoc National Forest Headquarters: 530-233-5811; 225 West Eighth Street, Alturas, CA  

2020 Board 

President – Marvin Belcher 
marvsbar@verizon.net 

VP – Charles Pierce 
charliepierce48@hotmail.com 

Treasurer – Emmalee Fowler 
emmaleefowler@gmail.com 

Secretary – Judy Belcher 
 leongjudy@verizon.net 

Director – Guynell Miller 
 guynellallen@sbcglobal.net 

Director – Dale Harwood 
 310-217-0551 

Director – Peter German 
peter.german@lacity.org 

Editor – Andrew Hoekstra 
ajhoekstra@yahoo.com  
 

http://www.rockrollers.com/show.html
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=leongjudy@verizon.net
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From the Wayne County Gem & Mineral Club News, April 2020 

Let’s visit Bowling Ball Beach in northern California 

and learn a bit about the huge concretions scattered 

along the beach. They call them bowling balls, but 

they look more like small moons to me.  

Point Arena, California is part of a small sliver of land 

sticking into the Pacific Ocean about a three hour 

drive north of San Francisco. Just a few miles south 

of Point Arena the Pacific Coast Highway passes 

Schooner Gulch State Park where a short hike down 

to the Pacific Ocean allows easy access to an 

extraordinary accumulation of spherical concretions 

on what is called Bowling Ball Beach (Figs. A and B).  

Those of us who walk the creeks in western New 

York are familiar with the erosion–resistant 

concretions which can be found littered along some 

streams beds or exposed in the Devonian rocks 

(~360-420 million years old) cropping out along 

streams. The concretions on Bowling Ball Beach are 

much larger and the host rocks significantly younger. 

The concretions reach three feet in diameter and the 

host rocks are Miocene in age (20 million years). The 

sedimentary units owe their origin to turbidity currents 

that periodically carried sediment out into the Pacific 

Ocean along underwater channels.  

In the past, theories involving dinosaurs, aliens, and a 

host of other wild ideas were forwarded to explain 

how the oversized concretions formed. Today we 

know their origin involves a simple sequence of 

geologic events. The concretions are restricted to a 

single sandstone unit within the Galloway Formation, 

which is pointed out in the cliff face in Figure A. They 

formed when silica-cement nucleated and grew 

concentrically outward. If this process had been 

allowed to run to completion, a hard fully-cemented 

sandstone would have formed. But, full cementation 

did not occur. Rather, the unit was uplifted and the 

entire sequence was turned on its end such that the 

Miocene units are now positioned vertically in the 

cliffs behind the beach. Since the sandstone host is 

not fully cemented it is less resistant to the relentless 

erosional forces of the Pacific Ocean, and the 2-3’ 

diameter concretions rest in full view on the beach.  

The entire Point Arena region is in itself an interesting 

geologic occurrence. The cliffs along the beach 

represent a thin sliver of Miocene sediments caught 

on the west side of the San Andres Fault (Figure C.). 

The sliver is less than 5 miles wide and extends only 

50 miles along the coastline. With time, the daily 

onslaught of the Pacific Ocean and the periodic left 

lateral movements along the San Andres Fault will 

remove this sliver of land while moving it northward. 

In just the last 500,000 years the cliffs and the 

concretions have been moved about 7 miles 

northwest by movement on the San Andres fault 

(Konigsmark, 1995). But don’t worry; they will still be 

there if you decide to visit northern California. But do 

check the tides; the rocks become submerged during 

high tide.  

References:  

Bowling Ball Beach, 2009, Geologictrips.com/bbb/bbb.pdf, 

14 p., author unknown  

Konigsmark, T., 1995, Geologic Trips, Sea Ranch and 

Bowling Ball Beach, GeoPress, 65. P.  

For more on concretions, see next page 

http://www.wcgmc.org/2.html
https://www.geologictrips.com/bbb/bbb.pdf
https://www.geologictrips.com/bbb/bbb.pdf
http://www.geologictrips.com/sr/gtsr.pdf
http://www.geologictrips.com/sr/gtsr.pdf
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How many of you noticed that the stamp depicted in 

the title box on the Bowling Ball Beach story on the 

preceding page was from a location in New Zealand? 

Did you wonder why it was there in a story about a 

California beach? There is no reason except that your 

editor collects geological themes on stamps and has 

that one in his collection. So far the US has not 

issued a stamp of Bowling Ball Beach! But now that 

we know that, perhaps we should look into those 

“bowling balls” concretions down under. 

      

The Moeraki boulders are found on a beach on the 

southeast end of New Zealand’s South Island. They 

are considerably older than the California “bowling 

balls”, forming in 60 million year old mudstones. The 

two occurrences are similar in that they grew in 

marine sediments which have been later exhumed by 

coastal erosion, but that is where the similarities end.  

The New Zealand concretions began with an organic 

nucleus such as a leaf, cone or fish bone, and they 

are made of calcite, not quartz, they are indeed 

enormous septarian nodules (aka turtle stones). Most 

have undergone significant internal fracturing that 

radiates from a hollow core. The fractures are filled 

with a layer of brown calcite which is often overlain by 

a yellow calcite spar. Occasionally, open space 

permitted crystalline growth as well. They can reach 2 

meters (6’) in diameter! 

 

Reference:  

Lin, 2017, Moeraki Boulders – Spheres of Nature in Otago, 

New Zealand, in Historic Mysteries online 

 

Now, how many noticed the tiny label in Figure A of 

the Bowling Bowl Beach story that notes a hogback. 

Do you know what a hogback (sometimes called 

hogsback) is? It is actually a geologic term describing 

a narrow ridge with steep slopes of nearly equal 

inclination on both flanks. Typically the term is 

restricted to a ridge created by the differential erosion 

of outcropping, steeply dipping, sedimentary strata. 

The drumlins of Wayne County fit the shape, but not 

the origin. The small feature cropping out through the 

beach at Bowling Ball Beach fits the definition 

perfectly. Here is a close-up: 

 

From the Wayne County Gem & Mineral Club News , April 2020 

 Another site in California with large sandstone concretions is the Pumpkin Patch in the Borrego Desert 

Hogbacks 

More Concretions 

https://www.historicmysteries.com/amp/moeraki-boulders-new-zealand/
https://www.historicmysteries.com/amp/moeraki-boulders-new-zealand/
http://www.wcgmc.org/2.html
http://www.backroadswest.com/anza-borrego/pumpkin-patch/#Map
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         Website:  http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/   
    

   And we also can be found at Facebook  
 

    Editor: Andrew Hoekstra. Email:  delvings@yahoo.com   
 

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

July 10 t h ,  2020, at 7 PM  
at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

Program: Show & Tell  

Board Meeting (all members invited) at 6:15 PM 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

