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A Few Items From September’s Show and Tell  

 Right: Graveyard Point Plume Agate (Marvin Belcher) 

 

Above: Realgar and Orpiment from the Getchell Mine, NV 

(Dale Harwood) 

 

 

Left: Benitoite with Neptunite and Natrolite 

(Dale Harwood) 
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Taps From the Gavel  

Hello all, 

First and foremost I hope everyone is in good health and staying safe 

through these trying times. We had a good meeting on Sept 11th with 

nine members. Dale, Chuck and your Prez brought some goodies for 

show and tell. Hopefully when the weather starts to cool a little the 

club can run a field trip or two. We will be having officer 

nominations at the next meeting, so please come if you can. We will 

still be following Covid-19 protocol. Would love to see more of you 

and please bring something for show and tell. I’m sure you all have 

been working on your stones during this time.  

Your President, 

Marvin Belcher   

Minutes: Board Meeting Sept. 11, 2020  – Judy Belcher 

Treasure’s report:  The Treasurer’s material was returned to the Delvers, including some un-deposited checks and cash.  
Guynell was reimbursed $160 for her personal check paying our CFMS dues.  Andrew will review/reconcile our account 
and report to the board in October.  

Newsletter/Media:  Interested members are invited to help maintain our facebook page or our website. Marvin will be 
added as an administrator to our facebook page, joining Andrew and Judy.  

General Discussion: 

 We are approaching the end of the year and need a nominating committee and nominations for 2021 officers. 
The current officers are willing to serve for another year, and Chuck has volunteered to be Treasurer for 2021. 

Minutes: General Meeting Sept . 11, 2020  – Judy Belcher   

Flag Salute. Attending:  9 Members; no Guests.  

Field Trip: Chuck invited Delvers members to his home for a Labor Day dinner and 7 members attended, including Jon 
and Lois Jean Fults. The main course was barbequed rib-eye steak, with delicious sides prepared by Casey, and Guynell 
contributed a salad (her bowl made it back to her at tonight’s meeting). There were fun games and rock prizes (geode 
and other items donated by Chuck, and agatized corals donated by Jon), and everyone had a great time. 

Librarian: We received a new catalog from Schiffer Books, please see Dale if you are interested in browsing through it. 

Sunshine Report:  Hello to Bill and Francine.  We hear they are likely unable to continue attending our meetings, we wish 
them the best and appreciate all the support over the years. 

Former President Peter German was presented an engraved gavel for his service as club President in 2018 and 2019. 

Show and Tell:  

Chuck brought in a thick slab of “Tiffany Stone”, a trade name for the “gem” rock found only at the beryllium mine at 
Spor Mtn., Utah. It is made up of mostly fluorite with smaller amounts of opal, calcite, dolomite, quartz, chalcedony, and 
bertrandite (beryllium ore mineral). The beautiful piece was a very colorful purple with grey and black lines.  Next, Chuck 
showed us a large chunk of Tiger Eye from Michigan, cut into the shape of a rectangular pillar.  Then he showed us a 
piece of Boron Wood from Jon Fults.  Chuck made some slabs from this piece and when you hold it up to a light you can 
see some translucent areas.  The most interesting share from Chuck was attractive cabochons (?) under glass.  Chuck 
even offered to sell them (money donated to the club) for $0.50 apiece, and a lucky bidder rec’d all 8 pieces for $3.00!!  
Members took guesses at identifying the material (petrified wood?), but when the box was finally opened and physical 
examination concluded, it was as our mineral expert Dale had guessed – the unique specimens were “Buttonite.”     

Marvin brought in a collection of Graveyard Point Plume Agates. There were some faced polished chunks, a polished 
thick slab and some tumble polished stones made from breaking up some thinner slabs.   

2020 Board 

President – Marvin Belcher 
marvsbar@verizon.net 

VP – “Chuck” Pierce 
charliepierce48@hotmail.com 

Treasurer – vacant 

Secretary – Judy Belcher 
 leongjudy@verizon.net 

Director – Guynell Miller 
 guynellallen@sbcglobal.net 

Director – Dale Harwood 
 310-217-0551 

Director – Peter German 
peter.german@lacity.org 

Editor – Andrew Hoekstra 
ajhoekstra@yahoo.com  
 

https://www.schifferbooks.com/
https://geology.com/gemstones/tiffany-stone/
https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1998/ofr-98-0524/SPORMTN.HTM
https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1998/ofr-98-0524/SPORMTN.HTM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertrandite
https://thegemshop.com/pages/graveyard-point-operation-2017
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=leongjudy@verizon.net
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(Minutes; General Meeting Sept. 11, 2020: Show and Tell, continued) 

Dale has been keeping himself busy even without attending any shows.  Most of his new acquisitions have been from 
Walt Lombardo (Nevada Mineral and Book Co.) or purchased online.  He didn’t disappoint us and brought in many nice 
mineral specimens again.   

Bauxite (the ore of aluminum, containing minerals gibbsite, boehmite and diaspore), from Saline County, Arkansas. 

Lawsonite, from Valley Ford, Sonoma Co., California. 

Orpiment and Realgar, from the Getchell Mine, Nevada. 

Zircon crystals in Quartz (fluoresces yellow), from a pegmatite, the Eureka Tunnel, St. Peter’s Dome, Colorado. 

Betafite crystal from the Silver Crater Mine, Ontario Canada; this piece about 2”diameter, it looked like a giant garnet. 

Topaz, massive form, from Norway; no one could guess what this was, by appearance it was white and looked like 
massive quartz. 

Iron Meteorite from Russia, with a card describing the exact GPS coordinates of where this piece was found, in the 
Sikhote-Alin Mountains, Maritime Territory, Russia, and the time it fell.  Notes: The fall produced 106 impact craters up 
to 28m (91.8 ft) in diameter, over an area of 66,000 square meters. 

Chalcocite, from the Flambeau Mine, Ladysmith, Wisconsin.  A postcard was shown alongside this specimen shows the 
mine in operation.  But Dale noted that this mine has been completely reclaimed and the natural landscape has been 
restored to as if the mine had never existed.  

Spherocobaltite (not cobaltoan calcite, but rare cobalt carbonate) from Spain, a very nice specimen about an inch in 
diameter with a very deep pink color: the color comes from the presence of cobalt. 

Dale brought 3 Cinnabar specimens:  1) Cinnabar in Chalcedony from the Buckskin National Mine in Humboldt Co., 
Nevada 2) cinnabar in limestone from Cahill Mine in Winnemuka, Nevada and 3) from New Almaden Mine in San Jose, 
California.  This piece is shaped like a nugget and is described as “placer” cinnabar because it found in a placer deposit. 

Massive Silver/Lead Ore from the Sunshine Mine in Wallace, Idaho.  This looked like a lump of coal to my untrained 
eye, but after picking it up, it was much heavier than expected for coal.   

Benitoite, Neptunite and Natrolite from the Dallas Mine near Clear Creek, San Benito Co., California.   The star of this 
specimen is the California Gemstone, Benitoite.  The blue Benitoite and black Neptunite are wonderfully displayed on a 
white Natrolite matrix.  Dale was very proud to be the new owner.  He already owns specimens of this mineral, but not 
one of this size and quality.  

Descloizite, a rare lead zinc vanadate mineral from the Uitsab Mine, Namibia.  

Last but not least, Dale displayed some Stock Certificates.  Stock Certificates are documents certifying ownership of 
shares of a stock. Stock certificates are rarely used today. Although the companies or mines may no longer exist, these 
documents can have a great historical value.  One certificate was for five hundred shares of The Isabella Gold Mining 
Company (Colorado), at $1 per share, and the other was for two hundred fifty shares of the Erupcion Mining Company 
(New Mexico) at $1.00 per share, dated 24th October, 1921. 

Raffle:  First Draw was Guynell, then Judy, and then Pete! 

Meeting Adjourned. 

Shows –  as of 9/23 it  is  verif ied that Vista and Fallbrook are real ly going forward

Oct 2-4, Vista G&MS. Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 2040 N. Santa Fe Ave., Vista. Parking $5, free admission.   
Hours: 9-5 Friday & Saturday, 9-4 Sunday. https://www.facebook.com/events/681296372480802/ 

Oct 11, Fallbrook G&MS. 123 West Alvarado St., Fallbrook. Hours: 9-4. In the parking lot across from the club’s museum. 

Oct 17, West Hills. Woodland Hills Rock Chippers. Cancelled! 

Nov 7-9, Ridgecrest. Indian Wells G&MS.  Cancelled! 

Nov 21-22, Hesperia. Mining Supplies & Rock Shop. 16808 Main St., Hesperia. Hours: Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4. Free adm. 
http://www.miningsuppliesandrockshop.com/index.php/rock-gem-gold-and-jade-show/ 

Nov 21-22, Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society. ??  

Nov 21-22, Anaheim, American Opal Society. Cancelled! 

https://www.minbooks.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bauxite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bauxite,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawsonite
https://www.mindat.org/loc-215516.html
http://hudsonvalleygeologist.blogspot.com/2010/12/orpiment-realgar.html
https://www.mindat.org/loc-3905.html
https://csmsgeologypost.blogspot.com/2012/06/large-zircon-crystals-from-st-peters.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Peter%27s_Dome
https://www.mindat.org/min-649.html
https://www.davidkjoyceminerals.com/pagefiles/activities_gallery.asp?TitleID=1016&refpage=activities
https://www.mindat.org/photo-351691.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikhote-Alin_meteorite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flambeau_Mine
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Mines/Flambeau.html
http://flambeaumine.com/
http://flambeaumine.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spherocobaltite
https://www.ghosttowns.com/states/nv/buckskin.html
https://www.mindat.org/locentry-3698.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Almaden
https://www.mindat.org/loc-92232.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunshine_Mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Descloizite
https://www.mindat.org/loc-4493.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._J._Hagerman#/media/File:Isabella_Gold_Mining_Company_1898.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._J._Hagerman#/media/File:Isabella_Gold_Mining_Company_1898.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/events/681296372480802/
http://www.miningsuppliesandrockshop.com/index.php/rock-gem-gold-and-jade-show/
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The Michigan Puddingstone, by Steven Wade Veatch.   From the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society’s Pick & Pack, February 2020 

    Michigan’s puddingstones are intriguing rocks that look like a 
glob of pudding stuffed with raisins, nuts and bits of cranberries. 
These white rocks, with small red, brown, purple and black 
pebbles, are not a Michigan product. During the last ice age, 
they hitched a ride into Michigan on an ice sheet and got off in 
the southern part of the state when the ice melted.  

   
Puddingstones went through several steps in their formation (in 
what is now part of Ontario in Canada), be-fore they went on 
their journey to Michigan. First, a net-work of rapidly flowing 
streams tumbled red and coffee -brown jasper, funeral-black 
chert, hematite, and quartz in their churning water. Next, the 
streams deposited the material as sedimentary fill in eroded 
troughs and as alluvial fans, when the streams reduced their 
velocity and scattered the colorful pebbles onto mounds of sand 
(Lowey, 1985; Baumann et al., 2001).  
    Then, the sand and pebbles hardened beneath the Earth’s 
surface and, over time, formed sedimentary rocks known as 
conglomerates (Slawson, 1933). Later, intense heat and 
pressure metamorphosed the matrix of sand into a light-
colored, coarse-grained, sugary-textured quartzite that tightly 
held the pebbles (Schaetzl, n.d.). These geological forces formed 
the puddingstones around 2.3 billion years ago.  

    Today, geologists recognize these conglomerates as part of 
the Lorrain Quartzite of the Cobalt Series (Door and Eschman, 
1970). This rock formation occurs as thick beds at Saint Joseph 
Island in Northern Ontario, Canada. The conglomerates also are 
found by the Saint Mary's River north of the Bruce Mines. This 
area is located 65 km (40 miles) east of Sault Sainte Marie in 
Ontario.  

    Puddingstones traveled south during the last ice age with the 
immense Laurentide Ice Sheet as it flowed at a glacial pace 
down from Canada. This ice plucked the puddingstones from the 
underlying bedrock, carried them hundreds of kilometers, and 
delivered those rocks to Michigan about 24,000 years ago.  

    This slowly advancing ice plowed across the landscape for 
thousands of years until rising temperatures, brought on by a 
climatic shift, ended their movement in Michigan. As the glacial 

ice melted it deposited glacial till that contained the 
puddingstones.  

    Today, farmers in the southern part of Michigan find 
puddingstones after spring plowing. Since tightly cemented 
puddingstones can be cut and polished, they are in demand by 
Michigan artists and crafters, who make jewelry and ornaments 
out of them. Puddingstones are commonly found as garden 
decorations that adorn Michigan homes and farms. People also 
collect and display puddingstones for their striking colors and 
appearance.  

    In fact, as grandparents and parents take children outside to 
hunt for puddingstones, they pass an interest in puddingstones 
and geology down through generations of Michigan families. 
The tradition of looking for these goes back to the settlement of 
Michigan, and there is no sign of this interest ending anytime 
soon.  

 
References cited:  

Baumann, S. D., J. T. Arrospide, and A. E. Wolosyzn, 2011, 
Preliminary Redefinition of the Cobalt Group (Huronian 
Supergroup), in the Southern Geologic Province, Ontario, 
Canada. Midwest Institute of Geo-sciences and Engineering, 
Chicago, Illinois, USA.  

Door, J. A. and Eschman, D., 1970, Geology of Michigan: Ann 
Arbor, The University of Michigan Press.  

Lowey, G.W., 1985, Stratigraphy and Sedimentology of the 
Lorrain Formation, Huronian Supergroup (Aphebian), Between 
Sault Ste. Marie and Elliot Lake, Ontario, and Implications for 
Stratiform Gold Mineralization, Open File Report no. 1154. 
Geological Survey of Canada, Ottawa, Canada.  

Schaetzl, R. J. (n.d.), Geography of Michigan and the Great Lakes 
Region:http://geo.msu.edu/extra/geogmich/Puddingstones.html 

Slawson, C. B., 1933, The Jasper Conglomerate, an Index of Drift 
Dispersion. The Journal of Geology, Vol. 41, No. 5, p. 546–52.  

.

http://www.csms1936.com/pickpack-2/
http://geo.msu.edu/extra/geogmich/Puddingstones.html
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The Lazy Man’s Silver Sand Dollar Pendant  – by Jim Brace-Thompson 

    In keeping with my efforts this year to craft jewelry 

from materials gathered on Ventura beaches, I’ve now 

turned to sand dollars. I haven’t been out as much 

since Symon’s recent rattlesnake bite (he’s recovered 

well), but during last month’s full moon the tides were 

especially low, and while walking Symon I came across 

nearly 30 perfect sand dollars. I decided on the spot it 

was time to move from lapidary work to silver work to 

capture the image of these little starred wonders. 

    I opted to take the lazy man’s approach to 

silversmithing by using precious metal clay, or PMC. I 

first made a mold of a sand dollar in plaster. To 

produce a cast, I dabbed the mold with olive oil and 

filled it with PMC, pressing firmly to capture the sand 

dollar’s petals and plates. The PMC I chose was silver; 

specifically, Art Clay Silver, manufactured in Japan. I 

purchased 20 grams online from Art Clay World of 

Oak Lawn, Illinois. (Does this negate my efforts at 

working with locally sourced materials?) 

    After gently working the clay out of the mold, I let it 

dry for 24 hours. Pockets of moisture may cause 

microexplosions in the next step: firing the clay on a 

fiber brick with a butane torch at 1,600˚F for two to 

five minutes. This burns away the organic binder in 

the clay and sinters (bonds) the metal molecules, 

leaving behind 99.9% pure silver. You can use other 

varieties of PMC, including gold and sterling silver, 

but those are very expensive and require firing in a 

kiln for the sintering process—far too long, expensive 

and involved for the lazy man! 

   Finally, I polished and burnished the finished piece 

(which was bright white) with a stainless steel brush 

and a steel silversmithing burnisher. 

    It worked out well (see below). I’m planning to use 

this one as a pendant and transform two smaller sand 

dollars into earrings to go with it—if I can afford the 

PMC, that is. It ain’t cheap! For my initial experiment, 

in which I crafted just two thin sand dollars smaller 

than a half dollar coin, I had to shell out $60 for just a 

dab of the stuff. 

    In addition to perfecting my skills, I hope to perfect 

my inherent Scottish frugality by learning just how 

little PMC will be needed for each project. The initial 

results look like this will be worth the expense and the 

effort—even for a very frugal, very lazy man!  

 

From the Ventura Gem & Mineral Society’s newsletter, Rockhound Rambling, Vol. 66, No. 8, August 2020
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         Website:  http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/   
    

   And we also can be found at Facebook  
 

    Editor: Andrew Hoekstra. Email:  delvings@yahoo.com   
 

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

October 9 t h ,  2020, at 7 PM  
at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

Program: Show & Tell  

Board Meeting (all members invited) at 6:15 PM 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

