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Collecting Minerals At The Darwin Mining District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the article on Pages 4 & 5 by Delvers members Marvin and Judy Belcher  
The above 2 photos were taken by Dennis Gibbs :  thanks!  
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Taps From the Gavel  

Just wanted to start off by saying it is great to be able to meet in person 
again. With that being said, our last meeting was a lot of fun with the four 
show and tell presenters. I am hoping more of our members will feel safe 
and start joining our meetings. Hopefully in the near future we may be 
able to have a program presenter come to our meetings. We have had 
talks lately about having a parking lot sale with our members only to set up 
and sell as they see fit. We are in preliminary talks on this, but I do think 
we can pull it off. Stay tuned for more on this to come. My wife and I have 
been on a couple of rock trips in the month of March, one to the Darwin 
Mining District and another to Death Valley.  Both were a lot of fun. We 
must still adhere to COVID protocols and wear masks and social distance. 
See you all soon. 

Your President, 
Marvin Belcher 

    Shows

May 7-8, 2021 – Yucaipa, CA 
Yucaipa Valley Gem and Mineral Society has a booth 
at the City of Yucaipa Music and Arts Festival 
Yucaipa Blvd and Adams St, Yucaipa, CA 92399 
Friday, May 7: 6 pm to 10 pm, 
Saturday, May 8: noon to 10 pm 
Contact: grandpasgems@gmail.com 
Website: https://www.yvgms.org/ 
 
May 7-8-9 -  WEST COAST GEM & MINERAL SHOW 
Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa!  
3050 Bristol Street, Costa Mesa CA  

CANCELLED! 
 

June 12-13, 2021 – Escondido CA 
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club 
340 N. Escondido Blvd., Escondido CA 92025 
Saturday 10 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM 
http://www.palomargem.org/annual-gem-mineral-and-
jewelry-show/, pgmcshow@palomargem.org 
 
August 14-15, 2021 – Arcadia CA 
Pasadena Lapidary Society 
Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia 
Hours: 10 AM – 5 PM Daily 
Contact: Ellen Ferrell 727-512-0381, ellenbf2007@aol.com 
Website: https://pasadenalapidary.org/

Sinkankas Symposium – online and free for 2021 (registration required) 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-sinkankas-symposium-virtual-tickets-139705199011  

Nine 30 minutes presentations on agate and chalcedony: collecting, treatment, cutting, & history. 
After registering you can browse the pre-recorded programs at will between 4/24 and 5/08. 

 Minutes of the Board Meeting, April 9 t h,  2021 –  Judy Belcher   

Call to Order 
Minutes from the last meeting are approved. 
Our Treasurer was not present at this meeting, so no Treasurer’s Report. 
Parking Lot Sale:  potential participants include Charles, Dale, Marv, Nancy and Pete.  You will need to bring 

your own table (there is no fee charged to have a table).  A percent of the sales will go to the Club and the 
Church. Andrew shall check with the Church about a tentative date of July 10th.  Pete agreed to make flyers, 
Charles agreed to make signs.  We will advertise on Social Media, i.e. LA Rocks, etc… There will be a Club 
Table which will have the grab bags, display case(s), membership info, etc. 

Meeting Adjourned.  

2021 Board 

President – Marvin Belcher 
marvsbar@verizon.net 

VP – Peter German 
peter.german@lacity.org 

Treasurer – “Chuck” Pierce 
 charliepierce48@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Judy Belcher 
 leongjudy@verizon.net 

Director – Guynell Miller 
 guynellallen@sbcglobal.net 

Director – Dale Harwood 
 310-217-0551 

Editor – Andrew Hoekstra 
ajhoekstra@yahoo.com  

https://www.yvgms.org/
https://www.mineralshowslld.com/westcoast-spring2021/
http://www.palomargem.org/annual-gem-mineral-and-jewelry-show/
http://www.palomargem.org/annual-gem-mineral-and-jewelry-show/
https://pasadenalapidary.org/
https://sinkankassymposium.net/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-sinkankas-symposium-virtual-tickets-139705199011
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=leongjudy@verizon.net
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Minutes of the General Meeting, April 9t h,  2021–  Judy Belcher  
General Meeting Apr 09, 2021 
Flag Salute 
Guest: 0; Members: 8 
Treasurer’s Report: Not Available. 
Field Trip:  Pete attended a field trip to the Pala Mine: it was a lot of work and not so fruitful this time for Pete.   
Bulletin/up-coming shows:  1 day show in Cabazon on 4/24, Yucaipa’s show is in May, and Escondido has a 

show in June.  The West Coast Gem & Mineral show is cancelled.  The Pasadena Lapidary show will be in 
August and a Stoddard Wells Tailgate in September.  See previous page for info on the Sinkankas Symposium.  

Federation:  the Lodi show is cancelled; CFMS meetings are to be held online this year. 
Librarian:  Dale donated a book on the elements which he had acquired in trade from Walt Lombardo’s store. 
Field Trip:  The Yucaipa Club is going to the Darwin Mining District the coming weekend and a week later the 

Pasadena Club will be at Sperry Wash and other sites, near Tecopa, CA. 
Sunshine:  Guynell and the Fults attended a memorial service for former member Lauri Ann Ames, daughter of 

Jerry & Loretta Ames; Charles circulated a “we are thinking of you” card to sign for Francine and Bill Bozarth. 

Show and Tell  

Andrew brought beach agates from the well-known 

collecting spot on the north of Patrick’s Point in 

Humboldt County, and small red botryoidal 

encrusting agates from near Palmdale (“Agate Valley” 

in the hills south of Barrel Springs Rd).   He had a 

couple of trays of freebies for anyone who wanted a 

sample of these agates. [BTW, you can access Agate 

Beach without entering Patrick’s Point State Park, 

from Big Lagoon County Park just to the north] 

Charles brought in some slabs he cut from a piece of 

brindle jasper.   After cutting a few slabs, he heard a 

noise coming from the saw and found that the end 

piece had shattered in the saw, so he further broke it 

up for tumbling material.  He acquired about 1600lbs 

of Montana agate and found a most unusual piece 

which had tubes, like worms - this agate showed the 

tube structures nicely.  Charles also brought clam 

fossils, a piece of Wyoming black jade, and a piece of 

Wyoming apple jade.  He also brought in a bag of 

tumbled stones, and as freebies he offered to the 

group to pick out a favorite.  

Alburtis brought in samples of a pure copper bar, a 

pure copper coin, and a native copper artifact. The 

native copper was made into a knife blade by Native 

Americans in the Michigan/Wisconsin area (found 6 

miles east of Portage by Mille Condan in 1932). 

Dale brought in his latest acquisitions:  First piece was 

uranium ore, carnotite, from CO, specimen dated 

1945.  This piece was bright yellow and in a clear 

plastic box. Next was a piece of rare tyuyamunite, 

but labeled as Carnotite, in Petrified Wood.  Then 

was gummite/uranophane/uraninite(pitchblende) 

from New Hampshire.  Dale said this one is hot 

(radioactive).  Next was galena in massive form with 

hydrozincite from the Anchor Mine in the Spring Mts, 

Clark Co, NV; then cassiterite from Cornwall, UK; and 

microlite and lepidolite from the Harding Mine in 

Dixon NM.  Then sphalerite/galena/chalcopyrite 

from the Sunnyside Mine, in San Juan Co, CO - this 

piece was sliced below the matrix to reveal any 

possible gold. Next was scheelite with andradite 

garnets from Mojave, CA; then schefferite, a 

manganese   bearing diopside; then willemite from 

the Franklin Mine, Sussex Co, NJ.   Next was a piece of 

willemite from the Puttapa Zinc Mine, Leigh Creek 

So. Australia.  The unusual feature of this piece of 

willemite is that it is non-fluorescent.  Next was a 

piece of fluorite with cinnabar crystals from Russia 

and a piece of smithsonite (yellow) from Joplin, MO. 

Next was a special piece of lepidolite formed in a ball 

from Mozambique. Next was chalcopyrite with 

quartz, pyrite and bornite from the Mt Con Mine in 

Butte, MT , and next was altaite, a lead telluride from 

the Hilltop Mine, NM.  And finally there were three 

pieces of pollucite, a zeolite mineral: one of these 

was on an albite feldspar matrix; one of the larger 

pieces could be faceted (but pollucite a bit soft to be 

practical as jewelry). 

Raffle:  First draw Alburtis, then Peter… 

Meeting Adjourned. 

http://www.vvgmc.org/tailgate.html
https://www.rockhoundtimes.com/patricks-point.html
https://www.reddit.com/r/rockhounds/comments/kjlvk5/botryoidal_agate_in_some_warm_rainbow_colors/
https://www.reddit.com/r/rockhounds/comments/kjlvk5/botryoidal_agate_in_some_warm_rainbow_colors/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnotite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyuyamunite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gummite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uraninite
http://www.vegasunderworld.com/anchor.html
http://www.vegasunderworld.com/anchor.html
http://www.turnstone.ca/rom209ca.htm
https://www.mindat.org/sitegallery.php?loc=13724
https://www.mindat.org/sitegallery.php?loc=13724
https://www.rockngem.com/new-mexicos-harding-mine/
https://www.rockngem.com/new-mexicos-harding-mine/
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/eureka-colorado/
https://www.mindat.org/min-3561.html
https://www.naturesrainbows.com/post/willemite-and-calcite-puttapa-zinc-mine-australia
http://www.minershop.com/files/3513/9902/9502/The_Puttapa_Zinc_Mine.pdf
http://www.minershop.com/files/3513/9902/9502/The_Puttapa_Zinc_Mine.pdf
https://www.mindat.org/locentries.php?m=3688&p=15140
https://www.mindat.org/photo-203165.html
https://www.mindat.org/photo-203165.html
https://montanahistoriclandscape.com/tag/mountain-con-mine-butte/
https://montanahistoriclandscape.com/tag/mountain-con-mine-butte/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altaite
https://www.mindat.org/loc-18717.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollucite
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/pollucite-jewelry-and-gemstone-information/
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Darwin Mining District: 4/11/21 Yucaipa Valley Gem and Mineral Society Field Trip  

Our official field trip was to begin on Sunday, but we decided to leave a day early to meet up with a 

fellow rock hound, Jeff Dengrove.  We left Long Beach at the crack of dawn on Saturday morning to 

head up to the Lone Pine area.  After we met up with Jeff, the plan was to visit a known amazonite 

collecting area called the Haystack Mountain, just 4 ½ miles east of Lone Pine. As we arrived at our 

destination we geared up and set out to follow GPS coordinates that were published on a Face Book 

post.  The coordinates directed us upwards towards the summit which was about a ½ mile climb.  We 

had to scale huge boulders in order to reach the summit. When we finally arrived at the coordinates, we 

circled the area, and found not a hint of the material we were seeking.  Since there was no indication of 

amazonite on the surface we didn’t feel the need to dig below the surface.  We came up empty handed 

on top, but did pick up some sparkly rocks with chalcopyrite on the way down. Oh well, it happens.  

As we started our drive back towards the main road, we decided to check out an outcropping of rocks 

just to our south. We parked at the end of the dirt road and started to explore the area. As I began to 

hike up into the canyon it started to look familiar to me. I had actually been to this location once before 

looking for the elusive Blue Beryl. And, as I continued to hike up, I realized that I was in the very same 

area as I had been to before.  It was so exciting to randomly find this spot again!  I wish that Jeff and 

Judy were with me, but I had lost sight of them and they were too far down the hill for me to find them 

to bring them up.  I looked around and started to see signs of the Blue Beryl.  I eagerly picked up a few 

pieces, but unfortunately, I didn’t have my backpack or even a bag, as this hike just started out as a 

little exploratory walk.  The specimens I found were not very big but they did have some small veins of 

the blue beryl. I must have been a sight when I reappeared down the canyon with an armload of the 

pieces I picked up. 

We then headed back to Lone Pine to check in to our Motel and meet up with the Yucaipa Gem and 

Mineral Club for a pizza dinner.  To our surprise, there didn’t seem to be any COVID related 

restrictions in the restaurant, other than not allowing us to move tables together. There were about a 

dozen of us who made the dinner meet up.  After dinner, we had a brief meeting together to discuss the 

agenda for the next day. 

We woke up to a beautiful Sunday morning 4/11/21, had a quick breakfast and set off to meet up with 

our group at the Darwin road intersection of hwy 190, about 30 miles east of Olancha. We met up with 

the group, took care of club business, i.e. safety talk and liability release form and we set out on our 

adventure. We headed to the town of Darwin, an old mining town which to my surprise, still had 

residents living there. The townspeople seemed very creative, for example, we saw a cave made into a 

home with a makeshift door.  The home was complete with front yard (cave) decorations and even had 

a couple of dogs.  We also saw evidence of artistic talent as there were large white (probably marble) 

sculptures in various stages of completion in one yard.  

Our first stop was a quick one at an area where the slag from the manufacturing of product was 

dumped. We picked up a couple pieces and then continued on through town. The Darwin Mining 

District consists of over 16 different mines and we had the pleasure of visiting 2 sites. As we ventured to 

our next location the roads became a little rough, so we had to park the sedan in our party and 

rideshare. A few of us took on passengers and made our way up the mountain side to our collection 
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site. At our first stop, there were plenty of copper minerals in the 

tailings. They were very recognizable with the blue / green colors. 

There was also an abundance of calcite with hues of white and 

purple.  Our trip leader had brought samples of specimens he 

picked up during his scouting trip.  Some of the calcite he picked 

up fluoresced blue and some red under a short wave UV light.   

As we neared our second location the road was even rougher and 

we had to park additional vehicles.  We made our way up through 

a narrow canyon to our next collecting spot. We all got out and 

hiked up the road to the mining area and along the way the ground 

was littered with Calcite crystals and formations. We hiked further 

and I found a specimen 

consisting of Chrysocolla with Pyrite cubes. There were several open 

mines on this road and by each opening were the tailings.  The 

tailings seem to all blend together as it was hard to tell when one 

ended and the next began. One hillside was full of calcite in all many 

shapes and sizes.  When the sun hit it right, they just sparkled and 

the hill side was lit up.  My best find was a plate formation consisting 

of Pyrite/limonite cubes and Calcite.  The piece was very dirty and 

hardly recognizable except for the cubic shapes.  There were more 

copper minerals to be found as well.  

After we finished our collecting we headed home by way of a scenic drive through the desert via Trona.  

First stop was at Rainbow Canyon, aka “Star Wars Canyon, which is one of the largest military training 

sites in the US.  Only the most qualified pilots are given permission to fly here, and only after many 

hours on a simulator.  We continued on and came upon Ballarat, now a ghost town.  We didn’t go into 

the town, but stopped at the monument on the highway.  From there we went to Trona where we 

stopped for a quick break before heading back home.  Overall, it was a very fun trip, saw beautiful 

scenery and it was nice to meet up with old friends and meet new ones as well.  

-   Marvin and Judy Belcher                            

Copper Minerals 

Calcite Cubes Pyrite on Chrysocolla Pyrite Cubes on Calcite               

  

 

Calcite 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         Website:  http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/   
    

   And we also can be found at Facebook  
 

    Editor: Andrew Hoekstra. Email:  delvings@yahoo.com   
 

Regular Meeting of the 
Delvers Gem and Mineral Society 

May 14th, 2021, at 7 PM  
at the Holy Redeemer Church, 

 14515 Blaine Ave., Bellflower, CA 

Program:  Show and Tell 
Visitors Always Welcome  

Board Meeting (all members invited) at 6:15 PM 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

http://delversgemclub.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Delvers-Gem-Mineral-Society-916049781796766/

